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Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

A New Light in Barcelona

On warm evenings in Catalonia, when the sky turns orange and the city slows down, a quiet spark of football magic can sometimes be felt before anyone notices it. Years before stadiums would chant his name, a young boy stepped onto small neighborhood courts with nothing more than a smile, a ball, and a dream that felt bigger than the place he came from. His name was Lamine Yamal, and even in those early moments, something about the way he moved hinted at a story waiting to be written.

In Rocafonda, the community where he spent his childhood, football was everywhere—echoing between apartment blocks, played barefoot on concrete, and shared joyfully between friends. For Lamine, it was not just a game. It was the language he understood best, long before crowds or cameras ever saw him. Every touch he took, every run he made, carried a sense of freedom that only a child discovering passion can feel.

A mini-scene paints the moment clearly: young Lamine receives a simple rolling ball from a friend. He cushions it gently with the inside of his foot, pauses for a heartbeat, and then glides past a playful challenge. His friends cheer. He laughs. The world around him feels bright and open. The emotion is pure joy.

Where Dreams Begin

From here, his journey would lead to new fields, new teammates, and places most children only see on television. But nothing about his rise began with noise or attention. It began quietly—with supportive parents, a multicultural home full of warmth, and a genuine love for the sport that grew stronger each day.

He watched matches, admired the greats, and imagined what it might feel like to one day step onto a real pitch wearing the crest he adored. That hope stayed close to him, shaped him, and guided him forward.

This is the story of how a boy from Rocafonda became one of the brightest young talents in world football—told step by step, moment by moment, from the very beginning.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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A House Filled With Two Worlds

Lamine Yamal was born on July 13, 2007, in Esplugues de Llobregat, a quiet town just outside Barcelona, where narrow streets meet warm Mediterranean light. His childhood unfolded inside a home rich with two different cultures: his father from Morocco, his mother from Equatorial Guinea. Their traditions blended into a colorful daily rhythm, creating a world where music, stories, and languages mixed effortlessly. This vibrant combination shaped Lamine long before the world recognized him as a rising star. It gave him an early sense of identity, belonging, and confidence in the uniqueness of his background.

Inside their family apartment, football was always nearby. Sometimes the sound of North African drums filled the living room; other times, his mother cooked dishes that reminded her of her childhood. But whatever was happening around him, Lamine often carried the same object in his tiny hands: a ball. It didn’t have to be perfect—sometimes it was plastic, sometimes soft, sometimes just a pair of socks rolled together. What mattered was that it moved, and that he could chase it.

Relatives joked that he “learned to kick before he learned to walk.” Though not literally true, the idea captured the spirit of his early years. Even as a toddler, he tried to guide the ball with his tiny left foot, tapping it forward, then stumbling after it with pure joy. It was a small preview of the natural left-footed talent that would later captivate millions.

The Neighborhood Playground

Just a few steps from his home sat a small community playground, a place where children gathered after school and on warm evenings. For Lamine, it became the first great stage of his life. At only three or four years old, he insisted on joining games with older kids. They towered above him, but he was never intimidated. His eyes sparkled with determination, and the older children often paused when he touched the ball. Despite his size, he moved with unexpected balance and purpose.

He didn’t chase the ball blindly like many kids his age. Instead, he observed. He waited for the right moment. Then, with a tiny burst of speed, he slipped through spaces no one else noticed. Sometimes an older boy would try to block him, only to find Lamine gliding past with a small twist of his hips. One teenager eventually said, half-smiling, “He plays like he knows something we don’t.” What sounded like a casual comment would one day feel prophetic.

In those early playground matches, Lamine discovered something essential: confidence. Not the loud, showy kind, but the quiet certainty that the ball was his friend. This gentle trust in his own abilities became a foundation he would carry through every level of the sport.

Family Values and the First Glimpse of Discipline

While the playground fed his passion, home shaped his character. His parents taught him early that respect, education, and kindness were as important as goal-scoring. His mother made sure he completed his schoolwork before football. His father, proud but careful, encouraged him to play freely without pressure. They wanted him to grow as a good person first, an athlete second.

These values became visible even in simple moments. When playing with other children, he offered a hand to help them up if they fell. When arguments sparked over goals or fouls, he remained calm, trying to keep the game fun. This early maturity later impressed coaches, teammates, and journalists who met him as a teenager.

Weekends often included family outings to local community fields. When adults played amateur matches, Lamine stood at the sidelines, studying every touch. When the ball bounced out of play, someone often called to him, “Go ahead, little one—kick it back!” He did more than that. He controlled it, dribbled a few steps, and sent it back perfectly. People began to notice him, not just as a cute child with a ball, but as a tiny player with real control.

At home, his parents kept every day simple. But something extraordinary was happening. His coordination, his balance, and especially his magical left foot were evolving faster than anyone expected. The ball seemed to stay glued to his foot. Even neighbors watching from windows could sense it: there was something different about the boy downstairs.
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