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      When humans finally stopped enslaving one another, they didn’t stop enslaving other species. Homo Sapiens? Wise man? What a joke. Except no one is laughing. Kip “KI-P3”, formerly called Kenneth Peterson, stood still as a statue on one side of the plaza with the midday sunlight shinning down between the tall buildings to set the water in the fountain sparkling. The pool around the fountain entered radiating lines out to three more circular channels around the fountain. Pretty and pristine. No dirt or grime besmirched the immaculate plaza’s bone-white concrete. Not one pigeon existed in the wide oval space. The gleaming buildings rising in four towers above the central plaza were joined at their bases and a wide balcony looked down on the plaza, with restaurants and cafes facing out onto that balcony. As security and a mentic, Kip’s job was to provide a physical security presence. Though his tall metallic body was covered in most areas by a toughened white carapace, his “head” was nothing more than an assemblage of different sorts of sensors and cameras mounted over the thick titanium cranium that housed his crystalized human brain, itself wrapped in an A.I. core net. Turned out that signals could be sent into the crystallized brain and returned useful, intelligent responses that an A.I. couldn’t do on its own. No matter how good A.I. had gotten at mimicking human responses, there was no body home. No “I think, therefore I am” at the heart of the A.I.. It never understood anything. Paired with a crystallized human brain, however, you had a fully functional generalized intelligence. Human, with significantly improved computational capabilities and enhanced memory.

      And the complete inability to be free ever again, Kip considered, watching a beautiful young woman cross the plaza. She had a wonderful understated elegance, trim youthful body beneath the skin-tight black body suit she wore, accented with a flowing blue scarf. Her dark hair was neatly pulled up in a bun at the back of her head. An expensive visor ruined what looked like a pretty face, hiding her eyes beneath a slim dark band. He didn’t feel any desire watching her walk. As a younger man—as a living man—that might have been different. Mentics didn’t have desire. Hunger. Or the need to sleep. Memories of those things remained, but he lacked the necessary biochemistry to feel any of it. They—those that developed the mentic technology—promised immortality and delivered an endless indentured servitude instead.

      The woman walked around the fountain, continuing across the plaza. Other people crossed the plaza. Some walked with purpose, determined to get somewhere. Others stopped, speaking in pairs or small groups. Professionals. Government and private sector employees. A normal day at work for them. After which, they’d go home to their lives outside of work.

      Kip remembered days off. Those didn’t exist for mentics, either (at least not here). His duties varied. Later, he would patrol the areas around the campus. The Interplanetary Portal Enterprises headquarters on Earth, located on the New West Coast, in what used to be called Gaza. He’d guess that most of the people crossing the plaza on this beautiful day wouldn’t remember that name. Why would they? Their parents and grandparents had done everything possible to forget and the rest of the world had done the same.

      Kip stood in the sunlight, watching people go about their business. No one paid any attention to him. Most of them probably thought he was nothing but a robot. Those that recognized a mentic when they saw one wouldn’t think it was any different than a robot. Leaving his security routines running to monitor the plaza, Kip accessed a favorite channel, Athens Connections.
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