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      A Highland warrior lost in time. A woman bound by duty. A love written in legend.

      

      Colin MacDuff grew up on tales of time travel, true love, and a magical heirloom known as the Highland Jewel. But he never believed a word—until the day he finds himself flat on his back in the year 1648. Before him stands the most breathtaking woman he's ever seen…and she's not at all impressed.

      

      Sera has long dreamed of escaping the Highlands like her sister before her. She's sworn never to be used as a pawn in a marriage alliance and vows only to wed for love. But when the mysterious, irresistible Colin appears out of nowhere, his touch awakens desires she can no longer deny.

      

      Now, as passion ignites and danger closes in, Sera must decide whether to follow her head—or her heart. Because Colin is more than a man out of time…he may be the key to her destiny.

    

  


  
    
      To the Hubs. You’ll always be my hero.
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        Maryland, 2039

      

      

      

      “Oof,” Colin MacDuff groaned as his father swung the sword high, connecting with his own sword and knocking him to the ground.

      “Ye’ve got to do better than that, me boy.” His father gripped his hand and yanked him back to his feet.

      Colin immediately began his counterattack, swinging high. The sounds of metal clanging echoed throughout their backyard.

      His father laughed as they progressed in a wide circle. Every day for as long as Colin remembered, they would take to the yard for swordplay. His father had taught him everything he knew about warfare and the ways of fighting from old.

      “Boys, dinner is almost ready. Why don’t you come in and wash up?” his mother said from the deck, rolling her eyes and shaking her head like they were wee lads rather than grown men.

      “Ah, Lainie, love, I’ve got to make sure he’s ready. Ye never know when the brooch may call him back to Scotland,” his father said, continuing to parry with Colin.

      This time, Colin rolled his eyes. His parents were forever talking about the brooch, with its swirling Celtic knots and magical powers. He couldn’t figure out if they were truly insane or if it was just some figment of their imagination. Besides the fact that he’d never seen the brooch before, which made him all the more skeptical of its existence.

      Whether the stories were real or not, Colin had trained in the ways of a Highland warrior from the time he was a boy. Lunging forward, he landed a crushing blow, sending his father sprawling to the ground.

      Donell laughed and pushed to his feet. “I say son, I think ye’re better than myself sometimes.”

      Colin smiled proudly. “Taught by the best.”

      “Aye.” His father patted him on the back and then turned to walk towards the house with Colin following. Then the man stopped short, turning to face him. “I know ye think ‘tis rubbish, but one day ye’ll be asked to use these skills. The brooch is real.”

      Colin studied his father, amazed at how serious he was. His father’s stories of time travel had always felt like bedtime legends. But lately, Colin found himself wondering if there was more truth in the old man’s eyes than madness.

      He’d been raised to believe in honor and miracles. Lately, a current seemed to hum beneath his skin, like a heartbeat waiting to be heard.
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