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        After her husband dies, Marina returns to modelling to help support herself and her young son.

      

        

      
        A job she hates but a job she needs.

      

        

      
        And one that changes her life. Forever.

      

        

      
        Follow Marina in this horror story as she works to Strike a Pose.
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      Marina brushed at her grey skirt again. The linen fabric kept bunching up just a little at the hips, emphasizing that it didn’t quite fit her anymore. After Ethan, she hadn’t anticipated ever having to fit into it again. Life had been so perfect just a few short months ago. Ethan struggling to stand without holding onto the coffee table. Brent laughing as he encouraged the boy to take one step, just one step.

      Now Brent would never see any steps.

      She blinked back tears. Damn, just what she needed, to show up all weepy, mascara smeared on her face. She’d never get the modelling job then.

      She took a steadying breath and tightened her hands on the steering wheel. There. Focus on the street signs, the road ahead. She caught a glimpse of Braemar Terrace Road and turned in. First parking lot on the right.

      She pulled in. A row of thick trees shaded the lot from the street. She stepped out of the silver Toyota, dragging her plain, black leather purse with her. She checked the slip of paper her agent Wendy had given her. 25 Braemar Terrace Road, an old warehouse, gutted and turned into studios.

      There, just across the street from the parking lot.

      She headed across the cracked asphalt. Her feet wobbled in the three inch heels. It had been almost a year since she’d worn shoes like this, and the pencil skirt didn’t help much. But the artist had wanted the office look: grey office suit, classic but not dull, no one under five-ten, and a brunette with a little grey.

      Since Brent’s car accident, Marina felt like she had enough grey to go around.

      Stop. She wasn’t going there. She had a job to do. A baby to raise, and without a daddy, he needed her more than ever.

      So if she had to go back to modelling, the job she hated, she would do it. She would do whatever she had to.

      Although the lush trees and bushes gave an air of luxury to the area, she noticed the abundance of cracks in the sidewalks and how faded the asphalt looked. Even 25 Braemar looked like it had seen better days. It was a squat grey concrete block of a building, just one storey. A single grey door sat in the windowless front. As she walked up to it, she noticed a large dent as if Godzilla had kicked at it.

      A breeze tugged at her brunette hair, carrying a hint of dust mixed with pine. She rubbed her nose, careful not to smear her lipstick. She tucked the few stray strands into the bun at the back of her head.

      The last of the peppermint from her toothpaste was just about gone, leaving a sourness in her mouth. Just nerves.

      One final deep breath to settle the butterflies that had awoken in her belly.
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