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SEKANI STRAIGHTENED up and stretched his back. He’d bent over his papyrus scroll for hours, feverishly drawing scenes. From his place on the roof, he could hear his mother and sisters working in the house below. Until he took a wife and had enough resources to build his own house, he lived here with his family. He was in no hurry to find a mate, though. He had dreams of artistic fame and had dedicated himself to those dreams. Women, while pleasant, were a distraction.

With one exception. One month ago, he’d encountered the most exotic woman he’d ever met. She’d found him in Darwishi’s future tomb where he’d been working, preparing the scale drawings for Teremun to paint on the walls. She’d walked through the marshes with him, the polite way of saying they’d had furious sex right there in the underground chamber.

It had been the most fantastic afternoon of his life. The woman had been desirable and sexy. A dancer, he thought, based on her clothing. And her flexibility. He grinned at the memory. But he hadn’t learned her name and she had disappeared right after their delightful interlude. He hadn’t seen her since and part of him wondered if she was just a dream brought on by Ra’s scorching rays. But the tomb air had been cool under the ground and the heat of her body had felt very real.
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