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“Sometimes,” Zared, lord of the enchanted castle said, “I have this feeling Ruprick still holds a number of grudges against us.”

He and Lady Ashlyn stood arm-in-arm on the balcony off the mirror room and watched ‘Na and Ambrose in the gardens below them, struggling with yet another batch of enchanted weapons that needed taming. 

“Do you ever wonder what life would be like if we had simply abandoned the castle to its own devices?” she countered after a moment of thought. “If I had let the beast mask take over, just for a little while, and you had left Ruprick trapped in that nasty tangle of sticky spells, and we never anchored the castle?”

“I do ... but I can’t look at our daughter and wish we had done things differently.”

“There’s no way of knowing we wouldn’t have had her if we had left the castle ...” Ashlyn leaned closer against him. “I do like our life. We certainly never have enough quiet time between magic rescue missions to ever get bored.”

“No, I was thinking more about the time differential. ‘Na and Ambrose might never have met, if the forest hadn’t become reconnected, timewise, with the outside world.”

“Ah ...” She smiled, nodding. “I’m glad she’s had a much more peaceful time of it, finding true love, than we did. Although I wouldn’t give up our mad adventures and misunderstandings for anything. And you did, in the end, tame the Beastly Beauty.”

“If only Ruprick would leave them alone. I swear he isn’t conveniently finding all those broken magical weapons and other objects in his palace, but he’s sending for them. Searching the world for them, so he can drop more problems on us. And I wouldn’t be surprised to learn someday that he’s getting a reputation for solving magical problems, with us doing all the dirty work.”
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