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Introduction
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Nothing could be worse for my little brother than for him to be nicknamed, “Pee Pee Pants.”  He was teased and bullied for smelling like pee.  But all that changed when a one-eyed dog entered his life.  
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The One-Eyed Dog
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My six-year-old brother, Joey and I were over at Debbie’s house when a large, gray dog with one eye came trotting into her yard.  His eye was dangling by a thread and it gave me the creeps just looking at it.  Debbie, two years older than Joey, and a year younger than me, was ‘freakin’ out’ and went to get a broom to beat the dog with, so he’d leave her yard.

Joey ran up to the dog. I swear sometimes, if he has a few loose screws.  I mean who would want to touch a dog with one eye hanging from its socket?  But Joey certainly was different from me!  He actually petted the dog on top of the head whispering, “Where did you come from, fellow?”

Of course, the dog couldn’t talk.  If he had, I would’ve peed on myself.  Instead, the dog wagged his tail showing how much he liked getting some positive attention and I certainly couldn’t blame him. After all, who in their right mind, beside my dumb little brother, would pet a one-eyed dog?

As Debbie headed towards the dog carrying a broom, Joey stood in front of him.  “No, you’re not going to hit this dog, Debbie!  He didn’t do anything wrong?”

“That dog is a freakin’ mess!”  Debbie yelled at the top of her lungs. 

She was so loud that her mother stood at the front door with her hands on her hips and didn’t see the one-eyed dog at first.  I knew it wouldn’t take long before she did and then there was no telling what she might do. As a precaution, I urged Joey to walk towards the road encouraging the one-eyed dog to follow him.
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