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      “I should’ve third-wheeled it with my roommate and her boyfriend,” I tell the two girls to my left, my voice husky with a buzz. At twenty-two, I’m stranded in this gritty bar, far from the naive girl I used to be.

      I met them twenty minutes ago, both here alone, probably fishing for hot guys. They don’t judge me for showing up solo, so I keep it cool with them.

      But bar guys? Not my thing—too rough, too predictable. I’m here to dodge Kaitlin, my best friend, who freaks out if I skip her plans. I lied, said I had a date at this dive bar she’d never touch, its wild crowd clashing with her preppy New England vibe. Guilt stings a bit, but being alone at a bar on a Friday night, in a short skirt and my highest heels, feels worse. My dating life’s a wreck, but I’m dressed to kill, selling the lie to Kaitlin with every sexy inch.

      “You should slow down,” the blonde says, eyeing my fourth gin martini and the five empty glasses in front of me.

      “Heck, yeah, you’re right,” I slur, too buzzed to care. “Could one of you call me an Uber?”

      “You mean pay for it?” the brunette snaps. “Pass.”

      “Hand us your phone, we’ll call one,” the blonde offers.

      “Nah, I’ll walk,” I say, waving them off.

      The room tilts as I stand, my heels wobbling, my short skirt riding up in this wild bar—not my usual scene. My young pussy hums with the buzz, craving something reckless.

      Cold air hits me outside, stars blazing in the dark blue sky. I stagger down the sidewalk, my slender legs shaky but holding.

      “Hey, need a ride?” a girl asks, approaching with her friends toward the bar.

      “I’m good, don’t live far,” I say, smirking through the haze.

      “You sure? It’s no trouble,” she insists, her voice kind.

      “Omigod, Abby, you’re just dodging drinks,” her friend teases. “Lame.”

      “Shut up,” Abby snaps. “This area’s not safe for a woman alone.”

      “I’m fine,” I murmur, steadying myself.

      Then a rugged stranger steps from the shadows, leather jacket tight over broad shoulders. “You okay, gorgeous?” he asks, his deep voice sparking heat. His eyes rake over my tiny frame, lingering on my short skirt, and my pussy pulses under his gaze.

      “Heck, maybe not,” I purr, stepping closer, my big titties brushing his chest. “You offering to fix that?”

      His grin is wicked, promising trouble. “Stick with me, and we’ll see where this night goes.” This bar’s no place for the naive girl I used to be, and his touch on my hip sets my body on fire, ready for whatever he’s got.
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      Kaitlin: How’d it go?

      Me: Omigod. Amazing!

      Me: How’d your thing go with Max?

      Kaitlin: :/

      Kaitlin: I wish you had come with us.

      “Excuse me, is a doctor coming to see me soon?” I ask a passing nurse.

      “Name?” she asks, looking down at her clipboard.

      “Suzie Sommers,” I say. “I’m pretty sure that I broke my wrist…”

      “Says here that you just sprained it,” the nurse replies. “Your doctor should be on his way. You’ll have to be patient.”

      “Okay,” I say, my voice sharp to call out her rudeness.

      I rest my head back on the flabby pillow behind me.

      Then, I accidentally take too deep an inhale of that bleach smell all hospitals seem to have.
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