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Foreword

[image: ]




Have you ever felt like the digital world was built around you, but not for you? You use the apps, you create the content, but the real control and rewards always seem to stay with a handful of giant companies. This book is your guide to pulling on that thread and discovering the next evolution of the internet. We won't get lost in code or confusing jargon. This is a simple, step-by-step journey into a new digital reality built by its users, not just for them. 

This book is your map. Are you ready to see how deep the rabbit hole goes?
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Part 1: Waking Up to the Matrix
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Chapter 1: The Red Pill of the Internet
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The internet has had several lives. First, it was a quiet library where you could only read. Now, it’s a busy shopping mall owned by a few giants. We get to use their services for free, but the price is our data and our control. This chapter is about understanding the digital world we live in now, and seeing the door to the next one.

At its core, the internet has evolved through three distinct phases, each defined by how we interact with it.

	
Web1 (The Library): The first version of the internet, from the early 1990s to the early 2000s, was like a giant, global library. It was a collection of static, read-only websites. Information flowed in one direction: from the website to you. You could read, you could learn, but you couldn't easily contribute or interact. It was a decentralized and open world, but a quiet one.
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