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Anything can happen on Dragon Isle...

One feisty dragon + one desperate human = one fake marriage.

Jax needs a wife in a bad way. He stands to inherit an incredible fortune, but there's one caveat: he has to get married, like, yesterday. He can't touch the money until he's claimed a mate. He's got to stay married for an entire year, and then if they go their separate ways, it's no big deal. One year of marriage? He could do that. Only, all of the ladies on Dragon Isle are girls he grew up with. Nobody is going to take a chance on this. Nobody would buy it.

Then one drunken stranger changes everything...

Melissa has absolutely nothing going for her. When her husband caught her by surprise last year and filed for divorce, she was stuck with half of his debt and...nothing. She had nothing. They lost the house, the cars, and their savings accounts because apparently, Kyle had a secret gambling problem she knew nothing about. When a handsome stranger approaches her in a random bar with a strange offer, she's intrigued enough to say yes.

One year being married to a rich guy?

One year without sex or love or romance attached?

One year as long as she doesn't ask too many questions?

Melissa can't sign up fast enough.

Soon she discovers that Dragon Isle isn't a normal island, though. It's full of secrets, and she finds herself determined to figure out what Jax is hiding from her. 

***DRAGONS ARE FOREVER is the first book in RETURN TO DRAGON ISLE. This is a spinoff of the DRAGON ISLE series by Sophie Stern. Reading the Dragon Isle books is highly encouraged, although not required in order to enjoy this story. Dragon Isle begins with STEPDRAGON, which is a quick read introducing the island, and is followed by MY LORD AND DRAGON.***

Anything can happen on Dragon Isle...
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Dear Reader: 

I’m so excited you are about to dive into DRAGONS ARE FOREVER! This is the first book in my new series, Return to Dragon Isle. 

The world of Dragon Isle was launched back in 2015 when I wanted to write a short story about a woman who visits a magical island full of dragons and finds her one true love. That story, Stepdragon, was the first tale that explored this special shifter paradise.

I followed it up with nine more books in a series called DRAGON ISLE. If you want more adventures and mystery, as well as a lot of steam, check out this series. I think you’ll like it! Dragon Isle is a place where anything can – and does – happen!

Dragon Isle sometimes makes an appearance in my other shifter books, too. If you want to spend even more time on the island, make sure you read THE FABLESTONE CLAN. In one of the books, the main characters have to visit Dragon Isle to save someone they love! There’s also a special trip to Dragon Isle in SHIFTERS AT LAW, which is another paranormal series featuring sweet dragon shifters and the women who love them.

You don’t have to read these other stories first in order to enjoy Return to Dragon Isle: Dragons Are Forever. In fact, you can turn the page and jump right in now to explore this magical place I’ve created just for you. Dragons Are Forever is the first book in my new series, but it can be enjoyed totally on its own, as can all of the other Dragon Isle books.

I hope you love reading this story just as much as I loved writing it!

Love, 

Sophie Stern
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Jax

––––––––
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“ARE YOU READY FOR THIS?” Edgar, my best friend, looked at me with concern. I knew why, but it had less to do with me and more to do with the fact that Edgar was always concerned about something. There was just something about his personality that seemed addicted to being worried. I didn’t understand it, personally, but it really didn’t have anything to do with me.

“I was born ready,” I told him. It wasn’t true. He saw through the confidence, though, and called me out.

“That’s a lie.” 

“It’s not,” I told him. It was. “I’ve known for a long time that this day was coming.”

“You’ve known for a long time that you’re going to attend the reading of a will in the middle of an island full of dragon shapeshifters?” Edgar scoffed, as though that wasn’t something that happened every day. To be fair, it wasn’t something that happened every day. It was, however, something that was going to change my entire life.

“I’ve known for a long time,” I told him. “It’s going to be fine.”

We stood in front of two double doors. Edgar was waiting for me to finally push them open, but something made me pause. Whatever waited for me on the other side of those doors really was going to change everything. 

I wasn’t sure if I really was ready.

“Everything okay?” Edgar asked carefully. He was a good friend. Patient. Kind. He always seemed to understand when I needed a push or when I needed someone to just be.

“It’s fine,” I told him. I pushed open the doors to the sitting room where my mother was waiting for me. She was there with my father, my sister, and my grandfather’s attorney. This was it. This was the day when we would all find out exactly what my grandfather wanted done with his belongings.

No. Not his belongings. His “assets.” I was supposed to use the official legal terms. I understood that. My grandfather’s assets were something of a mystery to most of us. We’d all spent time with him on Dragon Isle growing up, but none of us really knew much about the old man. My mom probably knew the most because she was Grandpa’s only child, but to the rest of us, my grandfather was a wildly eccentric man. I’d spent every summer here exploring the halls of his mansion, but the two of us had never interacted very much.

“Are you doing okay?” Helena, my sister, looked up at me. 

“I’m fine,” I told her. Helena nodded and looked back at the attorney who was tall and scraggly. He couldn’t have taken a shower or brushed his hair before coming to this meeting? That wasn’t a good sign. I couldn’t remember his name. Luckily, my dad remembered.

“Can we hurry this up, Al? I’ve got a meeting in another hour that I need to make. Hopefully I can make it back to Riverside before I age ten years.” 

Al – who definitely looked like someone called Al – gave my dad a nasty look. Good. I looked between the two of them, amused. It was rare that my father had anyone who dared to stand up to him. I rather liked it. Al wasn’t going to put up with my dad’s bullshit, and that was fine by me.

“Peter, sit down,” Al said. “Claire, you too.” 

My mother and father both sat down silently. Al turned to me and Edgar, watching us.

“Is the man with you your husband?” Al asked me, raising an eyebrow. 

Although tempted to say yes just to see what Al’s reaction might be, I shook my head.

“No.”

“Then he can wait outside. This is a private family matter.”

Edgar shrugged but nodded and headed back into the hallway. He knew I’d fill him in on everything later. I closed the double doors behind him and then turned back to the lawyer.

“Sit.”

I found a spot to sit beside my sister, and then it was time. This was the moment we’d both been looking forward to and dreading. I was almost certain my grandfather had done something crazy with his money.

He was exactly the type of person who would donate everything to a dragon shifter research facility designed to find a “cure” for our kind. He was a total loony, and he did a lot of different things that made me worried. 

Still, I wasn’t really hedging any bets on whether or not I’d be included in the will. I’d probably get some money, but I was quite certain that most everything would go to my parents, if not to my sister, who had always been Granddad’s favorite.

“The terms of Mr. Doragon’s will are quite clear. You are all named as heirs.”

The lawyer started going through and explaining who was going to get what. Everything was very neat and tidy, and no, my grandfather hadn’t ditched all of his money the way I thought he had. Score one for grandpa. 

Instead, he’d given half of his real estate properties to my mom and surprisingly, the other half to my dad. A good chunk of cash went to my sister, and to me, he left...

“The mansion?” I stared at the lawyer. “What?”

I blinked, not sure if I’d heard him right.

Grandfather had left me his personal house?

“The mansion,” the attorney repeated. “As well as the surrounding land here on Dragon Isle.”

“I now own land on an island?” 

I saw money signs in my head. It wasn’t that I’d been doing poorly financially. I hadn’t. I’d done quite well for myself, actually, but Dragon Isle was a hot commodity. Dragons everywhere wanted to move to the Chrysolite Isles and live among shifters, but Dragon Isle was the best. 

It was a gorgeous island that was mostly covered with jungles and forests. There were mansions everywhere. They were tucked into little coves and nooks along the beach, nestled deep within the jungle, and a couple were even hidden away inside mountain caves. It was kind of wonderful and incredible. The best part was that since everyone here was a dragon shifter, there weren’t even many roads.

People just flew.

Nellenston, the port town nearby, offered chartered trips to the island. This served as a way to keep the island secluded and to keep outsiders away. Although humans knew shifters existed, where shifters lived continued to be private information. Nobody wanted a bunch of crazy humans showing up on Dragon Isle and trying to take pictures of people.

It was better when our space was private.

I lived outside of Nellenston about half an hour and had made the journey by boat just this morning. Although no one was supposed to access Dragon Isle by air, some dragon shifters still did. I knew for a fact that both of my parents had flown in, and although Helena hadn’t said anything, I had my suspicions about her, too.

“Not quite,” Al cleared his throat. “There’s a, um, a clause that states you need to get married.”

We all stared at Al. Was he being serious? Was that even legal?

“Excuse me?” Mother asked, cocking her head.

“What the hell?” I was far less polite when I spoke, trying to figure out what exactly Al was talking about.

“Married,” he said. “You need to be married in order to claim your inheritance. Then you’ll need to remain married for at least one year in order for everything to fully transfer to you as the owner.”

“Why?” Mom asked. 

“Probably because your dad was traditional, Claire,” my own father pointed out. “Old Stefan wanted everything done the way he wanted it done.” Dad rolled his eyes. Even though he was benefiting greatly from my grandfather’s will, my dad didn’t seem to abide by the old “don’t speak ill of the dead” mantra. He and my grandfather had fought like cats and dogs. Everyone knew it.

“Is there a way to contest this?” Helena asked. She looked at me nervously, as though she couldn’t believe I was actually going to do this. “I mean, this isn’t a lot of notice.”

“He has thirty days to get married,” Al continued. He seemed wildly unbothered by this turn of events. “After that, the mansion will go up for auction and the proceeds will be split among the three remaining heirs.”

We all stared at Al.

Auction?

The mansion?

So, my grandfather was playing hardball, was he?

He knew I didn’t need money. I had plenty of it. I’d made some incredible investments as a young kid, and I’d gotten a wild inheritance when my dad’s parents passed away a few years ago. Now I ran my own digital marketing company where I could pretty much work remotely and continue to make incredible money.

No, cash wasn’t a concern.

But Dragon Isle...

Well, it had always held a certain magic for me, and buying land on the island was completely impossible. Unless someone died and named you their heir, you couldn’t just buy something on the island. It wasn’t done. There was no way.

This was my only shot.

If I ever wanted to sell the mansion, I’d be able to get whatever asking price I wanted because shifters around the globe would fight to live here. On the other hand, the mansion was huge, and I was getting older. If I wanted to move out of my current apartment and settle down in a proper house, then this was my opportunity. 

So, even though I hadn’t planned on actually saying anything crazy, and even though I hadn’t actually planned on doing anything wild, I shrugged and said, “That’s no problem.”

Everyone looked at me.

“What?”

“Look, I wasn’t going to tell anyone, but I actually met someone,” I lied. 

This wasn’t true. 

None of it was true. 

I hadn’t met anyone. I hadn’t even been on a date in months. I was far too busy with work and I was far too lazy when it came to pursuing anyone. I was bored, and I was uninterested, and nobody seemed to make me feel curious anymore.
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