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Edwina Gale was a witch set in her ways. Having those ways disrupted was a good way to make her... testy. And this morning, Edwina Gale was extremely testy.

She tapped one booted foot against the sidewalk and glared at the glass door of Pink Lady Donuts as if staring at it long enough would make it magically open. Maybe it would. She had powers, after all, although they ran more to tracking killers than opening doors. But this was an emergency situation – she was in dire need of a donut. And not just any donut. Virgil’s maple bacon bars. Only... Virgil Zante was nowhere in sight. 

She crossed her arms and grumbled, “Where are you, Virgil?”

Virgil didn’t answer. The store — painted a color somewhere in between that stomach-easing goop and bubble gum — was still dark. Worst of all, the air was fresh and clean with the faint hint of petrichor from the morning’s rain. Normally something she’d find pleasing but, in this instance, it pissed her off. The air should be redolent with the scents of yeasty dough and caramelized sugar. It was six in the freaking morning. Where was Virgil?

Edwina had lived in Deepwood, Oregon nearly twenty years now, ever since she’d retired from the military and decided she wanted a slower pace of life. That had been the same year Virgil had opened his donut shop. It had been a match made in heaven. She’d never missed a morning in all those twenty years and neither had he.

Until today.

A heavy feeling of unease crept over the irritation, turning it to anxiety. This wasn’t like Virgil. At all.

“Don’t be daft, woman,” she muttered. “He probably went on vacation.”

Except Virgil hadn’t gone on vacation as long as she’d known him. Maybe he was sick? Nope, he’d never been sick, either. And that one time he’d had his appendix out, his husband, David, took over for a couple days. Personally, she’d thought Virgil should take off more than a couple days, but what did she know? Her appendix was still rattling around in there. Probably petrified by now.

By this time her witch senses were screaming at her until the back of her neck itched with it. Something was wrong, only she wasn’t sure what to do about it. Yet. 
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