
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Pushing Buttons

        

        
        
          Tony Brown

        

        
          Published by Tony Brown, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      PUSHING BUTTONS

    

    
      First edition. May 30, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Tony Brown.

    

    
    
      Written by Tony Brown.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


​Copyright Page

Copyright © 2026

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form without written permission from the author, except for brief quotations used in reviews or educational purposes.

This book is intended for informational and educational purposes only. It is not a replacement for certified safety training, company procedures, government regulations, or professional instruction.

Always follow your employer’s safety rules, site-specific requirements, and applicable provincial and federal regulations.



Disclaimer

Oilfield facilities, pipelines, and industrial work involve serious hazards that can result in injury or death if proper safety procedures are not followed.

The information in this book is designed to provide practical guidance and awareness for workers entering or working within Western Canada’s energy industry. While every effort has been made to provide accurate and useful information, conditions, regulations, technologies, and employer requirements can change.

Readers are responsible for obtaining proper certification and following all workplace safety regulations. Safety is everyone’s responsibility.

If you're not sure, STOP. If you don’t know, ASK. 
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The Introduction I have here is based on some of the many discussions I've had with people over the years. A lot of those folks have passed away now, and I can only thank them for what they have taught me. My goal here is to hopefully pass along some of what some great people taught me.

I know not everyone will agree with what I have written in the pages of this book, and that is fine. I based what is here on some of my own experiences, and I am aware that others may have seen things that are not included here.  I do hope everyone finds something useful here. If only one person takes away one thing from this book that brings them home to their family, then I will call this book a success.
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Please enjoy Pushing Buttons. 

Introduction 

Throughout my safety career, I have been exposed to many situations, attitudes, and hard lessons. During my loss control training, I came across a simple idea that stayed with me: 80 percent of issues occur in 20 percent of areas. The numbers are simple, but the thinking behind them goes far beyond statistics. Over time, I began applying that idea to behaviour, habits, and the way experience is passed from one worker to another.
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