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 "Oh,
you're Hank Hunkson?" said
the pretty blonde girl. "That's such a hunky cowboy name, I'm
surprised you're such a..." She blushed. "Anyway, it's so nice to
meet you. I drove all the way from Montana to be here, it's finally
good to get out of the car."

Hank frowned and nodded. He could tell what she
had been going to say; people said it all the time -- Hank Hunkson
did not sound like a portly computer geek's name, it sounded like a
handsome cowboy from a movie. It was not the first time a woman at
his job made a similar comment.

He sat down at the same round table he always
sat at when doing new employee intakes. He sighed: This was going
to go the same as it always did when he brought on a new woman,
she'd treat him politely but radioactively, like he was so ugly he
might make her ugly by contagion. The girl didn't want to say
anything too polite or friendly or outgoing for fear he would
interpret that as a sign of interest.

She needn't have worried. Hank knew very well
that she wasn't interested in him. They never were. He had been
lucky to lose his virginity to a similarly fat girl, but he had
been otherwise entire unlucky in the ways of love.

He removed a bundle of forms from the folder on
his desk, and he motioned for her to sit across from him. He began
explaining the tax and other paperwork she needed to sign before
she could start working. Her bright blue eyes sparkled brightly at
him.
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