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      Reading this book is not unlike reading other books by survivors of trauma.  Only in this case the author is wrestling with a life-time of trauma and recovery around religion, very bad religion, that took over her parents' lives (her parents also being victims of trauma in their past). But the book is not just about the author's harrowing personal journey—she links her story to the common trauma we are undergoing as a nation ever since Donald Trump appeared on the scene—and, with a big lift from evangelicals—rendered fascism fashionable. The author's insights help to explain January 6. She explains from years inside the belly of the beast what sick religion can do to souls and society alike. She reveals why Trump, himself a victim of a traumatic childhood, appeals to his followers so strongly; why QAnon flourishes among evangelicals; how racism is baked in to the evangelical history; how the worldview of “Jesus saves” so takes over a soul that reality itself is sidelined. And thinking. And creation. And justice. And compassion.

      —Matthew Fox, author of Original Blessing and One River, Many Wells

      

      This is a fierce, brilliant, indispensable book by one of our most inspired and lucid guides through our collective dark night. In it, Carolyn Baker weaves together poignant personal testimony and political and spiritual analysis to show us both the terrible danger of Christofascism and the way through and beyond its lethal seductions. Read it and give it to everyone you know who cares about our human future and the future of democracy.

      —Andrew Harvey, author of The Hope: A Guide To Sacred Activism

      

      Carolyn Baker is a meta-modern surveyor of the psycho-spiritual religious landscape, or at least the particular territory of Western fundamentalism/evangelicalism.  Drawing down inspiration from the cultural satellites that orbit, she points the laser locator with unflinching accuracy at the historical context out of which fundamentalism has risen and has come to a dangerous crescendo of political fascism married to fundamentalist religion. Then she turns the laser around. With high doses of vulnerability, she shares her own formative journey in fundamentalism, which parallels my own. Carolyn shows how one can move toward wholeness and healing as one lets go of a story that is way too small and constricting for the soul's longing. Of course the journey does not end.  Carolyn, like other healthy pilgrims, recognizes that with curiosity, compassion and courage she continues to explore the mystery of being alive at this threshold time for humanity. Like the poet Rilke, she lives her life “in ever widening circles.” She may not complete the last one but she gives herself to it.

      —Dr. Terry Chapman, author of The Sabbath Pause

      

      With extensive research, careful documentation and analysis and an unflinching look at her own personal history, Carolyn Baker details clearly the foundation laid by Christian theology that undergirds the rise and dominance of Christo-Fascism. She shows that extreme nationalism, violence and terror are natural by products of Christian fundamentalism. It is a must-read for all searching for the way forward.

      —Inelle Cox Bagwell, National Board of Directors, United Methodist Women, 1988-1996; Recipient, Gilbert H. Caldwell Justice Ministry Award, Church Within A Church Movement, 2012

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Apocryphile Press

        PO Box 255

        Hannacroix, NY 12087

        www.apocryphilepress.com

      

      

      Copyright © 2021 by Carolyn Baker

      
        
        Printed in the United States of America

        ISBN 978-1-949643-94-7 | paper

        ISBN 978-1-949643-95-4 | ePub

      

      

      No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise—without written permission of the author and publisher, except for brief quotations in printed reviews.

      Please join our mailing list at www.apocryphilepress.com/free. We’ll keep you up-to-date on all our new releases, and we’ll also send you a FREE BOOK. Visit us today!

    

  


  
    
      
        
        In memory of my parents, Dean and Olive Baker

      

        

      
        “When fascism comes to America,

        it will be wrapped in the flag

        and carrying a cross.”

        —attributed to Sinclair Lewis

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD

          

          BY FRANK SCHAEFFER

        

      

    

    
      Carolyn Baker has saved me a lot of work. In Confronting Christofascism: Healing the Evangelical Wound, she answers two questions I’m asked all the time: “What happened to the evangelicals?” and “I’m journeying out of the evangelical community; can you advise me how to do this?” This book answers both questions—frighteningly well.  

      Making my final break with my evangelical/fundamentalist past in the late 1980s was like turning on some sort of creative tap. As my evangelical leader-father’s sidekick I’d been a miniature flash-in-the-pan evangelical leader, with a growing following. Back in the 1970s and early 1980s, I was used to speaking to huge audiences at events such as the Southern Baptist pastors’ convention; the annual meeting of the National Religious Broadcasters; Dr. Kennedy’s church in Coral Gables, Florida; Jerry Falwell’s church and college in Lynchburg, Virginia; and on several nationwide seminar tours where Dad and I packed auditoriums. My evangelical books sold by the pallet load, whereas my secular books (since) have sold as individual copies.

      But as an artist and writer, I also knew that even if I could have kept putting up with the “theology”—which I couldn’t—let alone tolerated the insane, hate-filled, gun-toting right-wing politics, the evangelical/fundamentalist subculture is death to artistic creativity. That is because art depends on at least attempted honesty and questioning. So I ran. And this was the better part of forty years before Trump’s evangelical and evangelical-enabled thugs stormed the Capitol.  

      When I left the evangelical/fundamentalist world, I found that I was no longer looking over my shoulder wondering what people would think. You see, an evangelical leader looks powerful, but he makes a bad trade, sort of like Prince Charles. You get the life and the palace, but being Prince Charles is all you’ll ever do. You are all wrapper and no candy. It’s a gilded cage and you are stuck. It’s the worst typecasting imaginable. Christian leadership is the only guaranteed way to lose all faith in self, God, and goodness.

      As Baker writes in this brilliant book, “I have come to believe that evangelicals do not comprehend what they are reading when they read: ‘I turned my heart to know and to search out and to seek wisdom and the scheme of things’ (Ecclesiastes 7:25). Because fundamentalist Christianity is so thoroughly obsessed with ‘knowing,’ there is little room for appreciating or savoring wisdom. Wisdom is not acquired through knowledge or intellect but through the soul. The soul is the crux of our humanity, and all fundamentalists acknowledge that fact, but they view the soul as something that must be ‘saved,’ rather than the mirror image of the divine within us that we did not acquire and that we cannot ‘lose.’”

      Concentrating on belief rather than on inner character leads some people—whether atheist or religious—to get stuck on the rules. That is exactly what all fundamentalism is: people mistaking rules, and myths, to enforce a false manmade spiritual goal. And because the mistake is a massive one, all sorts of cruelties and fictions are used to reinforce this and endless training for a salvation… that never comes.

      Enter post-9/11 “Christians” stalking the grieving families of soldiers killed in our wars, desecrating the solemnity of their funerals with screams of “God hates fags!” and “God hates America!” and enter Trump’s followers. Enter those willing to even turn wearing masks and getting a lifesaving vaccine into culture-war fodder to “own the libs” at the cost of life itself.

      There is only one defense against the rising worldwide fear-filled fundamentalist tide seeping into religions everywhere: the embrace of paradox and uncertainty as the virtuoso expression of life-giving humility. Our egos must be curtailed by what we do not know, which is far more than we do know. This humility is rooted in a fact: we are at the beginning of creation and don’t have any clue as to how things will grow and change.

      To me Carolyn Baker’s Confronting Christofascism: Healing the Evangelical Wound is a liberating “anti-theology.” She speaks about what may not be said about God. And this way of perceiving God is found not just in ancient Christianity but in the best of other religions too, or for that matter in the work of people like my friend Dr. Marlene Winell, a psychologist, educator, and writer whom Baker quotes as a groundbreaker in studying the deadly impact of fundamentalist religion on individuals.

      Not long ago, wholesale loss of faith and the “inevitable” rise of science-based secularism were predicted. What has actually happened has been a worldwide resurgence of fundamentalist extremism within all religions from the Islamic “brotherhoods” (Taliban, ISIS, etc.) and Hindu nationalism to the North American “religious right” fundamentalism of the MAGA/Trump kind, which (if I may say so) came within a hair of destroying America entirely and is now arrayed against democracy itself. This resurgence of brutal fundamentalism can only herald civil wars across the globe (including the actual violence in the USA that I predicted long ago as these groups turned to White Nationalist terror). Civil wars of (and about) religion are being fought over the control of the hearts and minds of religionists of every faith. This struggle pits tolerant open faith against paranoid reactionary fascist “faith” seeking power over others, by whatever name.

      In Confronting Christofascism, Carolyn Baker has offered a way out of the looming wars of religion through 1) writing a true history of the USA’s fundamentalist/evangelical movement and 2) offering the first steps on a path to freedom for those wishing to reconsider fascist religion and escape. This is an important book.

      
        
        Frank Schaeffer

        author of Fall in Love, Have Children, Stay Put, Save the Planet, Be Happy
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      At this moment American constitutional democracy is sitting on a knife’s edge between maintaining a democratic republic or succumbing to the tidal wave of authoritarianism that appears to be engulfing numerous nations globally. Enabling this terrifying trend is the Religious Right in America whose members identify as evangelical or fundamentalist Christians. This movement not only threatens the American republic but has served to traumatize countless numbers of its followers who have joined its ranks in order to make sense of the dizzying changes and daunting challenges of our time. A path to healing and sanity for individuals and the culture is offered in this book.

      As investigative reporter Sarah Posner wrote in Unholy: Why White Evangelicals Worship At The Altar of Donald Trump, “in Trump, the Christian right sees more than a politician who delivers on promises; they see a savior from the excesses of liberalism.”1 As it was in the earliest days of fundamentalist Christianity in America, no compromise with what it identifies as righteous, no betrayal of its own values , no assault on objective, verifiable reality is too much to ask in order to buttress itself from having to abide with the assumptions and behaviors that it deems threatening to its worldview.

      At this writing in 2021, I believe that there is no greater threat to democracy than the burgeoning tide of authoritarianism in the United States and throughout the world. In the wake of climate chaos, massive global economic inequality, systemic racism and ethnocentrism, and the potential collapse of systems and institutions swirling within unprecedented political divergence, democracy is now in critical condition, in fact, almost  on life-support.

      On January 6, 2021, with the collusion of specific members of the Republican Party, a violent attack was launched on the United States Capitol by supporters of Donald Trump in response to his request to contest and violently overthrow the election of Joe Biden to the Presidency. Apparently, the insurrectionists intended not only to stop the certification of the election by the Electoral College, but to intimidate or even kill the Vice-President and Speaker of the House. In the process five people died, and 140 were severely injured. Whereas the rioting ceased within a few hours, the insurrection did not.

      In fact, some leaders of the Republican Party have launched a massive campaign to suppress voting in numerous states and to conduct new election “audits” of votes in the 2020 Presidential election. These efforts constitute an ongoing insurgency movement to undermine the democratic process and the 2024 Presidential election. What is more, the Republican Party has rejected a Congressional vote to investigate the January 6 insurrection, forcing the Speaker of the House to ultimately create a select committee of investigators with subpoena power.

      Now, in mid-2021, 53% of Republicans do not believe that Joe Biden is the legitimate President of The United States. Of those, three out of five white evangelicals contest the reality of Biden’s victory.2

      Alongside their doubt of Biden as President, many evangelicals are embracing the conspiracy cult of QAnon, according to a May, 2021 New York Times report, “QAnon Now as Popular in U.S. as Some Major Religions, Poll Suggests.”3 Additionally, the UK Independent reports that “QAnon has merged with white Christian evangelicals, experts say—and the results could be lethal.”4

      In How Democracies Die, Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt argue that, “This is how democracies now die. Blatant dictatorship—in the form of fascism, communism, or military rule—has disappeared across much of the world. Military coups and other violent seizures of power are rare. Most countries hold regular elections. Democracies still die, but by different means. Since the end of the Cold War, most democratic breakdowns have been caused not by generals and soldiers but by elected governments themselves. Like Chávez in Venezuela, elected leaders have subverted democratic institutions in Georgia, Hungary, Nicaragua, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Russia, Sri Lanka, Turkey, and Ukraine. Democratic backsliding today begins at the ballot box.”5

      Religious fundamentalism in any form is antithetical to our deepest humanity regardless of the creed by which it is driven.

      It is now painfully obvious that democracy in the United States is experiencing death by a thousand cuts, and white evangelicals are massively enabling its demise. I believe that it is essential to trace the historical context in which Christian fundamentalism arose in the nineteenth century in order to understand how this could happen. Even more urgent is the need to examine how fundamentalist Christianity has severely traumatized its followers and explore specific tools for recovering from it, as well as pondering what actions might be taken to prevent the further decimation of American democracy, enabled as it is by evangelical elements of the Republican Party.

      I am offering an exploration of these as someone who was born and raised in fundamentalist Christianity and made a dangerous and daunting escape from its isolating and other-worldly existence to join life in the human race.

      While technical differences between “fundamentalist” and “evangelical” may be important for some readers, I consider them hairsplitting, and I will be using them interchangeably in this book.

      To those who seek to heal the wounds that their engagement with Christian fundamentalism may have created, I offer support and encouragement, noting that within the latter word is the word “courage.” The journey of healing from religious trauma requires nothing if not courage, and countless people every day are finding it as they leave the evangelical movement in droves.

      Although this book is not primarily a political missive, the political landscape cannot be separated from the religious one, because, since the end of World War II, evangelicals have sought, at the very least, to markedly influence American politics, and at the very worst, to collude with politicians to create a theocracy, or “government by God.”

      I have written this book from a sense of profound urgency in the context of the mindboggling deterioration of democracy in the United States. The future of the American experiment is more uncertain than it has ever been. Journalist Chauncey DeVega recently interviewed a historian who believes that Joe Biden “may be a speed bump on the fascists’ march to power.”6 In other words, we may have a reprieve from the fast-track fascism of the Trump Administration, but from my perspective, awake Americans must actively oppose the anti-democratic policies of the Republican Party and its theocratic enablers of the Religious Right so that we will not succumb, as so many previously democratic nations have, to autocracy. The end product of the collusion between the Religious Right and Trumpian Republicans is what I and others have called Christofascism.

      The first section of this book will document how this happened, tracing the development of evangelicalism in America from the nineteenth century to the present moment. The evangelical movement and its political involvement cannot be fully understood without a historical context.

      The second section begins with my own story of growing up in a fundamentalist Christian home and traces the process of extricating myself from the fundamentalist worldview. In that section I offer to those who are recovering from their fundamentalist experience, or may be struggling with it, options for personal healing and an appreciation of their humanity in an indisputably challenging world. The book concludes with a rigorously honest assessment of what is becoming increasingly difficult to distinguish: the boundaries between evangelical Christianity and the politics of the Republican Party. Finally, I endeavor to inspire the reader to utilize their engagement with fundamentalism in whatever form, to actively move beyond the wounds of that culture toward informed civic responsibility during a global epidemic of authoritarianism.

      Climate catastrophe is an existential threat to our species, as is the accompanying collapse of systems resulting from climate change and economic implosion. Yet although these crises are imminent, I believe that a world (including a nation called America) governed largely by authoritarians is a problem requiring immediate attention. No matter how involved with or removed from Christian fundamentalism you are, I urge you to read this book and allow your conscience to compel you to informed, audacious action.
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        If the alliance between these zealots and the government succeeds, it will snuff out the last vestiges of American democracy.

        —Chris Hedges1

      

        

      
        Post-Truth is Pre-Fascism.

        —Timothy Snyder

      

      

      How is it that anyone can accurately use the term “Christofascism” to describe the marriage of evangelical Christianity and fascist ideology in the twenty-first century? “Christo” is an adjective meaning Christian, and combining it with the word fascism may feel sacrilegious for those who consider the two concepts to be antithetical to one another. Indeed, if Christianity is defined as the summation of the teachings of Christ, the two words cannot be reconciled. If, however, the Christianity in question minimizes the teachings of Christ and maximizes the writings of Christ’s apostles, glorifies the fathers of the early Christian church, and interprets all of the Bible literally for the purpose of declaring that humans are inherently sinful, and that accepting Jesus Christ as their personal savior is the only way their sinful condition can be forgiven, whereas not accepting Jesus as their personal savior consigns them to eternity in hell—in that case, we are dealing with something far beyond the contents of the Christian gospels.

      And what specifically is fascism?

      Yale historian Jason Stanley writes that “Fascism is not a new threat, but rather a permanent temptation.”2 Stanley argues that fascism generally follows a specific formula:

      
        
        1. Conjuring a “mythic past” that has supposedly been destroyed (“by liberals, feminists, and immigrants”). These myths rely on an “overwhelming sense of nostalgia for a past that is racially pure, traditional, and patriarchal.” Fascist leaders “position themselves as father figures and strongmen” who alone can restore lost greatness. And yes, the fascist leader is “always a ‘he.’”

        2. Fascist leaders sow division; they succeed by “turning groups against each other,” inflaming historical antagonisms and ancient hatreds for their own advantage. Social divisions in themselves—between classes, religions, ethnic groups and so on—are what we might call pre-existing conditions. Fascists may not invent the hate, but they cynically instrumentalize it: demonizing outgroups, normalizing and naturalizing bigotry, stoking violence to justify repressive “law and order” policies, the curtailing of civil rights and due process, and the mass imprisonment and killing of manufactured enemies.

        3. Fascists “attack the truth” with propaganda, in particular “a kind of anti-intellectualism” that “creates a petri dish for conspiracy theories.” Hannah Arendt, who was a German political theorist living in exile during Hitler’s reign, wrote that fascism relies on “a consistent and total substitution of lies for factual truth.” She described the phenomenon as destroying “the sense by which we take our bearings in the real world…. [T]he category of truth verses falsehood [being] among the mental means to this end.” In such an atmosphere, anything is possible, no matter how previously unthinkable.3

      

      

      In 1939, 20,000 Americans rallied in New York’s Madison Square Garden to celebrate the rise of Nazism – an event largely forgotten from American history. American Nazis marched into the hall in the party’s brown uniforms, reciting the pledge of allegiance and listening to the national anthem before giving Nazi salutes. Fritz Kuhn, the leader of the German-American Bund (the American wing of the Nazi party), railed against the "Jewish-controlled media" and said it was time to return the United States to the white Christians who he said founded the nation. At one point during the speech a 26-year-old plumber’s helper from Brooklyn named Isadore Greenbaum charged the stage and yelled, "Down with Hitler." He was beaten up by Bund guards and his clothing ripped off in the attack before New York police officers arrested him for disorderly conduct. Over the whole scene loomed a giant multistory image of George Washington with Nazi emblems on either side.4 

      In 1939, Kuhn was charged with embezzlement, imprisoned, and stripped of his citizenship. Many of the Bund’s assets were seized. Without leadership, the Bund fell apart. Once Nazi Germany began invading other European nations that same year, support for Nazism in the United States diminished even more, and by the time American soldiers were deployed, support for Nazi ideology was taboo. But that doesn’t mean support for the type of racism and nationalism supported by the Nazis ever went away, even in the years immediately after World War II.5 In fact, fascism in the United States had been growing in popularity in the 1920s and ‘30s, and it may be that its success was drastically tempered only by the Presidency of Franklin Roosevelt.

      One of the frustrating realities of our time is that terms like fascism and socialism are used interchangeably with little understanding of their authentic meaning. Confusion of the terms often results from a general resistance to authoritarianism. But although authoritarianism under fascism and under socialism may look the same, in most cases the motivations are different. Authoritarian socialism as we witnessed under Stalin looked quite different from democratic socialism such as that of Salvador Allende of Chile or Bernie Sanders in the United States. However, in the current political milieu in the United States, many people who do not understand the political motivations behind different forms of authoritarianism accuse the political left of being “socialist,” which for them is synonymous with authoritarianism. At the same time, they do not grasp that the “freedom” promised to them by the Trump Administration is, in fact, a twenty-first-century version of fascism.

      CHARACTERISTICS OF FASCISM

      In 1995, Umberto Eco, the late Italian intellectual giant and novelist most famous for The Name of the Rose, wrote a guide describing the primary features of fascism. As a child, Eco was a loyalist of Mussolini, an experience that made him quick to detect the markers of fascism later in life, when he became a revered public intellectual and political voice. Eco made the essential point, which we need to remember, that fascism looks different in each incarnation, morphing with time and leadership, as “it would be difficult for [it] to reappear in the same form in different historical circumstances.”6

      In her 2016 Alternet article, “Trump Is an Eerily Perfect Match with a Famous 14-Point Guide to Identify Fascist Leaders,” Kali Holloway summarizes the ways in which Donald Trump conforms to Eco’s 14-point guide:

      
        	
The Cult of Tradition: Let’s make America great again. Holloway asks, “Remind me when America was great, again? Was it during the eras of native people genocide, slavery, black lynchings as white entertainment, Japanese-American internment, or Jim Crow?”

        	
Rejection of Modernism: Trump denies climate change and supports fracking and opposes environmental regulations that protect the land and people from its devastations. He favors cuts to NASA and critical biomedical research. Likewise, evangelical former Vice President, Mike Pence, is a fervent denier of science and is a religious zealot. Pence has written that global warming is a “myth,” that the earth is cooling, and that there is “growing skepticism” among scientists about climate change—all literally the opposite of the truth.

        	
The Cult of Action for Action’s Sake: For example, as Holloway notes, “Anti-intellectualism and pride in idiocy—and disdain for complexity—are trademarks of today’s Republican ideology. In this light, educated elites are the enemies of salt-of-the-earth, hard-working (white) Americans. Their hatred of Obama was paired with disdain for what they view as his ‘effete snob[bery]’ and proclivity for lattes and arugula.” In addition, “He [Trump] told the Washington Post he has ‘never’ read much because he makes decisions based on ‘very little knowledge . . . because I have a lot of common sense.’ After winning the election, Trump waived the daily intelligence briefings that far better-prepared and knowledgeable predecessors made time for, despite his being the first president with no experience in government or the military.”

        	
Opposition to Analytical Criticism; Disagreement Is Treason: According to Holloway, “Trump attempts to quell the slightest criticism or dissent with vitriol and calls for violence. On the campaign trail, Trump encouraged his base’s mob mentality, promising to ‘pay for the legal fees’ if they would ‘knock the crap’ out of protesters. He gushed about ‘the old days’ when protesters would be ‘carried out on a stretcher.’ When the media finally began taking a critical tone after giving him billions in criticism-free press, Trump declared his real opponent was the ‘crooked press.’ He pettily stripped reporters of press credentials when they wrote something he didn’t like, referred to individual reporters as ‘scum,’ ‘slime,’ ‘dishonest’ and ‘disgusting,’ and claimed he would ‘open up’ libel laws so he could sue over unfavorable—though not erroneous—coverage. In the latter stages of the campaign, Trump supporters took to berating the media with shouts of ‘lügenpresse,’ a German phrase popular with Nazis that translates as ‘lying press.’ Some Trump supporters also sported T-shirts suggesting journalists should be lynched.”

        	
Exploiting and Exacerbating the Natural Fear of Difference: “The first appeal of a fascist or prematurely fascist movement is an appeal against the intruders.” Explaining how this plays out in Trump’s world, Holloway writes that “before he officially threw his hat into the ring, Trump courted bigots and racists furious about Obama’s wins by pushing the birther lie and attempting to delegitimize the first black president. The only coherent policy proposals Trump made during his run were those that appealed to white racial resentments, promising to end Muslim immigration, build a wall along the southern border to keep Mexicans out, and retweeting white nationalists’ made-up statistics about black criminality.”

        	
Appeal to Frustrated Middle Classes: “Eco writes that fascism reaches out to ‘a class suffering from an economic crisis or feelings of political humiliation, and frightened by the pressure of lower social groups.’” Clearly, Holloway argues, “Trump made overt appeals to whites who believe the American Dream is not so much slipping from their grasp as being snatched away by undeserving immigrants and other perceived outsiders. Trump made impossible promises to return manufacturing jobs and restore class and social mobility to a group of people nervous about falling down rungs on the ladder.”

        	
Obsession with a Plot, Possibly an International One: Holloway writes that “Trump obviously appealed to racial and religious nationalist sentiments among a majority of white Americans by scapegoating Mexican and Muslim immigrants on issues of crime, job losses and terrorism. He pushed the idea that he would ‘put America first,’ suggesting that Hillary Clinton would favor other nations over the U.S.” Unquestionably, Trump used this tactic with his supporters to scapegoat people of color, foreigners, and President Obama as responsible for the suffering of white working and middle-class Americans.

        	
Followers Must Feel Humiliated by the Ostentatious Wealth and Force of Their Enemies: Holloway aptly summarizes this: “Trump conjured up a vision of America in a downward spiral, a nation fallen from its lofty position in the world to one deserving of shame and ridicule. He spent much of the campaign telling Americans they weren’t just losing, but had become the butt of an embarrassing worldwide joke.” Throughout the campaign, Trump hammered home the notion that our enemies are laughing at us and that we have been made the laughing stock of the world.

        	
Pacifism Is Trafficking with the Enemy. It’s Bad Because Life Is Permanent Warfare: Holloway points out that “Trump has made expansion of the U.S. military a primary aim, putting the country in a perpetually defensive stance. In the past, he has reportedly demanded to know why the U.S. shouldn’t use its nuclear weapons. In the weeks after his election, he filled his cabinet with war hawks. On the campaign trail, Trump said his generals would have 30 days following his election to put together ‘a plan for soundly and quickly defeating ISIS.’

        	
Popular Elitism: Astutely, Holloway grasps one of the principal lynchpins of the Trump world view. “Trump repeatedly hails himself as the best. He has the best words, the best ideas, the best campaign, the best gold-plated penthouse, the best of all the best of the best things. Trump and his nationalist followers believe that America is the greatest country that has ever existed. That somehow makes Americans the best people on Earth, by dint of birth. In keeping with a long-standing right-wing lie about patriotism and love of country, conservatives are the best Americans, and Trump supporters are the best of all.” As Holloway reminds us, “Trump biographer Michael D’Antonio wrote that Trump’s father instilled in his son that ‘most people are weaklings,’ and thus don’t deserve respect. Trump, who earned a reputation as a lifelong bully in both his public and private lives, has consistently bemoaned America’s weakness, resulting from the reign of weak cultural elites.”

        	
Everybody Is Educated to Become a Hero: “Trump’s base believes itself to be the last of a dying (white) breed of American heroes,” says Holloway, “enduring multiculturalism and political correctness to speak truth to the powerful elites and invading hordes of outsiders who have marginalized and oppressed them, or taken what’s rightfully theirs. Eco writes that “this cult of heroism is strictly linked with the cult of death.

        	
Transfer of Will to Power in Sexual Matters: We’ve heard it all so many times, but Holloway reminds us again that “we are well acquainted with Trump’s machismo, which, like all machismo, is inseparable from his loudly broadcast misogyny. This is a man who defended the size of his penis in the middle of a nationally televised political debate. For 30 years, including the 18 months of his campaign, Trump has consistently reduced women to their looks or what he deems the desirability of their bodies, including when talking about his own daughter, whom he constantly reminds us he would be dating if not for incest laws. Trump has been particularly vicious to women in the media, tweeting insults their way, suggesting they’re having their periods when they ask questions he doesn’t like, and verbally attacking them at rallies and inviting his supporters to follow suit. There’s also that notorious, leaked 2005 recording of Trump discussing grabbing women by the genitalia, which was followed by a stream of women accusing him of sexual assault.”

        	
Selective Populism: “Since no large quantity of human beings can have a common will,” Eco writes, “the Leader pretends to be their interpreter. . . .” Holloway elaborates: “There is in our future a TV or internet populism, in which the emotional response of a selected group of citizens can be presented and accepted as the Voice of the People. Eco’s two-decade-old prediction is uncanny. Trump, a fixture on social media and reality television, has mastered a kind of TV and internet populism that makes his voice one with the angry masses of his base. At the Republican National Convention, after a rant about the terrible, dystopian shape of the country, he designated himself the nation’s sole savior. ‘I am your voice,’ Trump said. ‘No one knows the system better than me. Which is why I alone can fix it.’” Holloway asks, “Is there any more vivid example of Eco’s example than Trump’s repeated contention that the election was rigged? Trump painted himself as the savior of a people who could no longer rely on rich, powerful politicians. Save for him, of course.”

        	
The Use of Newspeak: Newspeak is the fictional language in the dystopian novel 1984, by George Orwell. “All the Nazi or Fascist schoolbooks made use of an impoverished vocabulary, and an elementary syntax, in order to limit the instruments for complex and critical reasoning,” Eco writes. “But we must be ready to identify other kinds of Newspeak, even if they take the apparently innocent form of a popular talk show.” Summarizing, Holloway notes, “Trump also kept his sentences short and his words to as few syllables as possible. He repeated words he wanted to drive home, and punctuated his speech with phrases meant to have maximum effect. In lots of cases, a single quote contained multiple contradictory statements. The takeaway from a Trump speech was whatever the listener wanted to hear, which turned out to be a winning strategy.”

      

      In his 2018 Literary Hub article, “Fascism is Not an Idea to Be Debated, It’s a Set of Actions to Fight,” author and survivor of the Balkan Wars of the 1990s,             Aleksandar Hemon, writing about Trump advisor Steve Bannon, says:

      
        
        If Bannon were to be called as he is, a fascist, the marketplace of ideas would have to confront the fact that the American government is being rapidly radicalized, that things unimaginable might be around the corner, and that there are many tempting paths to full collaboration… It is frightening to think we could be entering the civil war mode, wherein none of the differences and disagreements can be hashed out in discussion. It is quite possible that there is no resolution to the present situation until one side is thoroughly destroyed as an ideological power and political entity. If that is the case, the inescapable struggle requires that anti-fascist forces clearly identify the enemy and commit to defeating them, whoever they are, whatever it takes. The time of conversations with fascists is over, even if they might be your best friend from high school.7

      

      

      Author and radio host Thom Hartmann wrote in his article, “America is at a fascist turning point—and only totally disempowering and humiliating Trump will stop it”:

      
        
        The main key to fascism, the one element that shows up in fascist takeovers worldwide and has for a century, is the emergence of a strongman leader who uses age-old aspects of toxic masculinity to draw in and hold his mostly-male followers…The attraction to the strongman comes from his projection of masculinity, which draws authoritarian follower-types like a magnet, usually demonstrated by his willingness to break laws and norms in the service of his power and his claimed (and usually simplistic) ‘solutions to the problems of society.’ Misogyny is also always featured in fascistic authoritarian regimes.”8

      

      

      The attack on the Capitol of the United States on January 6, 2021 by insurrectionists seeking to overturn the election of Joe Biden as President, viciously seeking to hang then Vice President Mike Pence and to kill Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, was carried out by a fascist mob, even if the members of that mob did not openly identify as fascists.

      In addition to the January 6 insurrection, Republican members of Congress have openly disavowed the Constitution of the United States and the American experiment itself. History Professor Robert McElvaine writes, “Put more plainly, it is the Trump acolytes and members of the Republican Party who have joined in their leader's efforts to overthrow the American republic who are Republicans in Name Only…. their efforts to define themselves as conservatives is little more than a falsehood. Actual conservatives value responsibility, self-reliance, tradition, norms, law, truth-telling, morality, manners, knowledge, loyalty, success in business, self-control, religious values, patriotism, stability, maturity, marital fidelity, a sense of history, the checks and balances of constitutional government, deliberation, fiscal restraint, accountability, ordered liberty, justice, principle, humility and compassion.”9

      Many Republicans say that they no longer trust elections. In fact, they admit that if they don’t keep people from voting, they will lose elections, and they seem willing to take power by whatever means necessary.10 Thus, at this writing, we are witnessing massive efforts by the Republican Party, through a variety of tactics, to suppress voting by people of color and those likely to vote for Democrats. Whereas during the four years of the Trump Administration, many non-Republicans believed that the GOP’s loyalty to Trump was based on fear of his political power over them, it has now become tragically obvious that their loyalty is not based on fear, but on the fact that they are in alignment with his authoritarian worldview. They no longer believe in rule by the people, but rule by oligarchy and white supremacy. These two components, bolstered by an authoritarian leader, are the essential ingredients of political and cultural fascism.

      WHITE EVANGELICALS AND FASCISM

      In 1970, German liberation theologian and activist Dorothy Sölle coined the term Christofascism, which means the intersection between fascism and Christianity. It also encompasses the fascistic, totalitarian, and imperialistic aspects of the Christian church. German-American philosopher and theologian Paul Tillich stated that American Christian fundamentalism has turned Christ into something that is “dictatorial in its heart and is preparing society for an American fascism." It has “allowed Christians to impose themselves not only upon other religions but other cultures and political parties which do not go under the banner of the final, normative, victorious Christ.”11

      Evangelical Christianity is by definition imperialistic because it believes one of its primary responsibilities is to “evangelize,” or preach the Christian gospel for the purpose of converting others to it.

      The terms evangelical and fundamentalist are often used interchangeably, which is not technically accurate. Both feel compelled to preach the gospel and convert, but fundamentalist Christians without exception interpret the Bible literally, whereas there is a slight difference of opinion among evangelicals regarding Biblical interpretation . Nevertheless, in this book, I am using the terms interchangeably.

      Insofar as any worldview feels compelled to proselytize others, Christian fundamentalism is, in my opinion, imperialistic, and as I will demonstrate, many American evangelicals have played an essential and blatant role in the development of Christofascism in recent years.

      In The Evangelicals: The Struggle To Shape America, Frances Fitzgerald defines evangelical as: “…reliance on the Bible as the ultimate religious authority; crucicentrism, or a focus on Christ’s redemption of mankind on the cross; conversionism, or the emphasis on a ‘new birth’ as a life-changing experience; and activism, or concern with sharing the faith with others.”12

      It is worth noting that although Christians have evangelized since the very beginning of the religion, fundamentalist Christianity is a more modern phenomenon with more opportunities to evangelize and to manipulate individuals and cultures in the direction of conversion and devotion to the faith. Fundamentalism began as a movement in American Protestantism in the late 19th century in reaction to theological modernism, which aimed to revise traditional Christian beliefs to accommodate new developments in the natural and social sciences, especially the theory of biological evolution. Fundamentalist Christians are fiercely attached to maintaining the “fundamentals” of historic Christianity and rigorously opposed to updating or modernizing it. Christian theological modernism often based its updated perspective on new interpretations of the Bible which were not literal, and that was anathema to the fundamentalist movement.

      LITERAL INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE

      The lifeblood of fundamentalist Christianity is the literal interpretation of the Bible. Biblical literalists believe that, unless a passage is clearly intended by the writer as allegory, poetry, or some other genre, the Bible should be interpreted as literal statements by the author.13 This approach to scripture is used extensively by fundamentalists, in contrast to the historical-critical method used by mainstream Judaism or mainline Protestantism.14

      Therefore, when Genesis states that the Earth was created in seven days, fundamentalists believe that it was actually created in seven literal days. In the Genesis account of the Great Flood, fundamentalists believe that not only did the Great Flood occur, but that Noah literally built an ark and took into the ark two of every kind of animal that existed on Earth at that time.

      Problems occur for fundamentalists when literal interpretation clashes with the metaphorical. For example, the often-quoted words of Jesus to Nicodemus in John, Chapter Three, “Ye must be born again,” cannot be interpreted literally. Nicodemus actually asks Jesus, “Can a man enter the second time into his mother’s womb?” In this passage, the literal interpretation would be absurd, so fundamentalists have conveniently referred to “Ye must be born again” as a metaphor. They further construed Jesus’ metaphorical words to mean that every human being must accept Jesus as their personal savior; otherwise, they will not be born again, which means they will not be able to enter heaven when they die and will be sent to hell by God.

      Christian fundamentalism also teaches that the Bible is inerrant, meaning that every word is true and that it is free of errors because it is “divinely inspired.” Accordingly, each book of the Bible was revealed by God, meaning that every word and its meaning was dictated by God to the writer.

      Given the historical criticism of the Bible that has evolved over millennia, its overwhelmingly literal interpretation is all but non-existent, except among evangelical and fundamentalist Christians. American New Testament scholar and former fundamentalist Bart Ehrman writes in Misquoting Jesus:

      
        
        How do these millions of people know what is in the New Testament? They “know” because scholars with unknown names, identities, backgrounds, qualifications, predilections, theologies, and personal opinions have told them what is in the New Testament. But what if the translators have translated the wrong text? It has happened before. The King James Version is filled with places in which the translators rendered a Greek text derived ultimately from Erasmus’s edition, which was based on a single twelfth-century manuscript that is one of the worst of the manuscripts that we now have available to us! It’s no wonder that modern translations often differ from the King James, and no wonder that some Bible-believing Christians prefer to pretend there’s never been a problem, since God inspired the King James Bible instead of the original Greek! (As the old song goes, “If the King James was good enough for Saint Paul, it’s good enough for me.”)

        Reality is never that neat, however, and in this case we need to face up to the facts. The King James was not given by God, but was a translation by a group of scholars in the early seventeenth century who based their rendition on a faulty Greek text. Later, translators based their translations on Greek texts that were better, but not perfect. Even the translation you hold in your hands is affected by these textual problems we have been discussing, whether you are a reader of the New International Version, the Revised Standard Version, the New Revised Standard Version, the New American Standard Version, the New King James, the Jerusalem Bible, the Good News Bible, or something else. They are all based on texts that have been changed in places. And there are some places in which modern translations continue to transmit what is probably not the original text…Whatever else we may say about the Christian scribes—whether of the early centuries or of the Middle Ages—we have to admit that in addition to copying scripture, they were changing scripture. Sometimes they didn’t mean to—they were simply tired, or inattentive, or, on occasion, inept. At other times, though, they did mean to make changes, as when they wanted the text to emphasize precisely what they themselves believed, for example about the nature of Christ, or about the role of women in the church, or about the wicked character of their Jewish opponents.15
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