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Introduction

			On January 15, 2020, Nancy Pelosi ceremoniously signed the two articles of impeachment against Donald Trump, one letter at a time, using golden commemorative pens with her name on them, which had been delivered to her on silver platters. Her handpicked House impeachment managers then hand-delivered the articles of impeachment to the Senate, and the golden pens were handed out as souvenirs.1

			The first confirmed U.S. case of coronavirus wouldn’t happen for another six days, but while the country was distracted by the endless impeachment coverage, the Trump administration was taking action to protect Americans from the spreading virus. Most of these actions probably went unnoticed because the media was obsessed with impeachment, but they were crucial steps that saved the United States from experiencing the same calamities experienced in Italy and Iran.

			But, even before impeachment was over, the liberal media was ready to pounce on the next story they hoped would take Trump down. The media decided that they would make the coronavirus Trump’s Katrina.

			Maybe they were right. Kurt Schlichter predicted this in Townhall. He wrote: “Understand this, and you probably don’t know because our media is garbage and most media people know nothing, but the federal disaster response to Katrina was amazing. Huge numbers of personnel and vast quantities of supplies poured into the stricken area in an incredibly short time. The incompetence came from—shocker—the Democrat leadership locally, but the media hung it around George W. Bush’s gentlemanly neck.”

			“The media is aching, yearning, begging for the chance to do the same thing to Trump. And the stage is being set to do that,” Schlichter continued. “The impeachment circus is going to end with the Democrats’ humiliation soon, meaning suddenly the media will soon need a new shiny object to chase. Coronavirus is that shiny object. The media will not be honest or accurate or fair. It will lie, cheat, and give voice to leftist leakers with agendas.”2

			Schlichter wrote this on January 30, 2020. This was before most Americans even knew what the coronavirus was, before Trump’s travel ban with China, before the first confirmed American death, before the declaration of a global pandemic—and boy, did it come true.

			The media’s disinformation efforts were extensive. They rushed to paint President Trump as a racist xenophobe for his travel ban with China, only to flip-flop months later and then blame Trump for not doing it sooner. They willingly spread the lie that Trump called the coronavirus a hoax, even though he said no such thing. They accused him of giving false hope for pushing a drug that showed promise in treating the disease. They perpetuated the narrative that Trump’s response to the outbreak was slow, even though he’d been taking action while they’d been too busy covering the impeachment. By the time impeachment was over, Trump already issued travel warnings with China, implemented screening at airports, started the White House Coronavirus Task Force, started the development of a vaccine, cut red tape to allow private labs to develop testing kits, and banned travel with China, among other things. Dr. Ronny Jackson, who served as the White House physician from 2013 to 2018, also credited Trump for his decisive response to the coronavirus epidemic. “The president has done everything he needed to do in this case,” he said. “He’s acted quickly and decisively. He did what he always has done…he went with his instincts.”

			Another prevailing narrative from the media was that President Trump spent months downplaying the coronavirus, lulling the country into a false sense of security. Trump was ridiculed for challenging the World Health Organization’s estimate of a 3.4 percent fatality rate of the coronavirus. “Well, I think the 3.4% is really a false number,” Trump said, before expressing his belief that the fatality rate was actually “way under 1 percent.” Of course, Trump’s hunch was proven right after testing increased: the mortality rate went down significantly, and several studies have suggested that the fatality rate is actually below 1 percent. Of course, when models predicting that one to two hundred thousand people would die of the disease were revised downward to sixty thousand, Trump was then accused of pushing excessively high projections so he could “take a victory lap” when they were revised downward. The media couldn’t decide whether he was downplaying the virus or fearmongering, so they just picked whatever fit the narrative they needed to push at a given moment.

			One example of the media’s “proof” that Trump downplayed the coronavirus is the claim that he called it a hoax. Many people still believe that Trump said this, even though he said no such thing. While the country was distracted by the impeachment, the Trump administration was busy addressing the coronavirus outbreak, taking various measures to limit the spread of the virus in the United States. The impeachment quickly faded, so they decided to aggressively politicize his response to the coronavirus outbreak. President Trump responded to these allegations during a rally in South Carolina, calling the Democrats’ politicization of the coronavirus “the new hoax.” The media jumped on this line, claiming that Trump called the virus, not the Democrats’ reactions to it, a hoax. The lie spread like wildfire in the media.

			Trump’s comments were repeatedly taken out of context or even deceptively edited to make him look bad. Mara Gay, a member of the New York Times editorial board, claimed that President Trump “told governors this morning they are on their own,” when he did not. Maggie Haberman, White House correspondent for the New York Times, claimed Trump demanded praise from governors in exchange for federal assistance, even though he didn’t.

			The media also spread the false story that the World Health Organization (WHO) had offered the United States coronavirus testing kits, but Trump had refused to accept them. It wasn’t true. “No discussions occurred between WHO and CDC about WHO providing COVID-19 tests to the United States,” WHO spokeswoman Margaret Harris explained. “This is consistent with experience since the United States does not ordinarily rely on WHO for reagents or diagnostic tests because of sufficient domestic capacity.” According to WHO, its priority was to send testing kits to “countries with the weakest health systems.”

			Former Obama administration officials claimed that President Trump had dissolved the White House pandemic response team, and because of that, they were slow to respond to the virus. This lie was debunked by Trump administration officials and independent fact-checkers, but that didn’t stop others from reporting it as true. Even Joe Biden repeatedly made this claim during debates and on the campaign trail.

			Trump was also accused of cutting funding to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Both allegations were completely false; funding for both has increased under Trump.

			Some of the lies spread by the media were outright absurd. When President Trump declared the coronavirus a national emergency, he announced that Google was developing a nationwide coronavirus website to direct people to testing locations. For some reason, the media seemed intent on calling Trump’s claim false because the site was being developed by a subsidiary of Google’s parent company, Alphabet.

			One of the media’s favorite things to do was to drive a wedge between President Trump and Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). In addition to several stories that created the impression that the two were completely at odds on many issues, it was also claimed that Trump had “muzzled” Dr. Fauci by not allowing him to go on interviews with the media. Dr. Fauci debunked this himself. “I’ve never been muzzled, ever, and I’ve been doing this since Reagan,” he said. “I’m not being muzzled by this administration.”

			When President Trump touted antimalarial drugs chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine as potential “game changers” after they showed promising in treating the coronavirus, the media interpreted Dr. Fauci’s more cautious attitude about the drug as “throwing cold water” on Trump’s “repeated upbeat assessments” because there had not yet been clinical trials that proved it was an effective treatment. So, the media accused Trump of “peddling snake oil” and “practicing medicine without a license” rather than acknowledge the drug’s potential. They even faulted Trump for giving the country “false hope,” published stories about the drugs’ side effects (what drug doesn’t have side effects?), and accused Trump of murder when a man in Arizona died after they say he self-medicated with chloroquine. Except the man did no such thing. He ingested poisonous fish tank cleaner because it contained a chemical variant of the drug as an additive.

			As more evidence of the drugs’ effectiveness came in, the media switched gears and accused Trump of promoting the drug because he owns stock in a French company that manufactures the drug—even though his financial stake in the company was likely less than $100 in stock in one of his mutual funds, and the drug is out of patent, meaning any pharmaceutical company can manufacture it.

			National crises are no time for the media to play politics. But the media didn’t want the country rallying behind President Trump as they did with President Bush after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, when his approval numbers jumped to 90 percent—the highest approval recorded for a president in history. The coronavirus was another Katrina moment for the media: politicized reporting designed to damage the legacy of a president they didn’t support.

			Remember, the same media that claimed that President Bush botched the federal response to Hurricane Katrina and framed it as a legacy-destroying event gave Obama a pass for his poor response to the destructive flooding in Louisiana during the final year of his presidency, even as he refused to cut his Martha’s Vineyard vacation short, choosing to play golf and attend a fundraiser for Hillary Clinton rather than pay attention to the plight of the people affected by the disaster.3 The same media that lauded Obama for not wanting to set off a nationwide panic over the H1N1 pandemic accused President Trump of downplaying the coronavirus, and therefore not taking it seriously.4 Barack Obama wasn’t accused of not taking the H1N1 seriously, even when he played golf the same day his administration declared the virus a public health emergency, waited months to declare a national emergency, and failed to get enough vaccines out in time to prevent the spread of the disease.

			The coronavirus is more infectious and more deadly than the H1N1 virus, yet, infection and death projections for the coronavirus were revised downward over a period of a couple of months, with the death projection in the United States, at the time of this writing, estimated to be in the range of sixty thousand. Whether it was because containment and mitigation worked or because the original models may have been wrong, the media didn’t exactly cheer at the news.5

			The media’s choice to weaponize the coronavirus against Donald Trump divided our country in a time we needed to come together. Barack Obama’s former chief of staff Rahm Emanuel once said, “You never want a serious crisis to go to waste.” To that point, the coronavirus pandemic was a serious crisis the media refused to let go to waste. For the media, it was their latest opportunity to try to hurt Trump before the upcoming presidential election. This book extensively details the most egregious examples of the media’s lies about President Trump and his response to the coronavirus pandemic. Of course, they will not stop. By the time this book reaches you, there will be dozens more examples. The media will do everything they can to get the American people to boot him from office.

			





Travel Bans

			On January 31, 2020, President Trump banned travel to and from China to slow the spread of the coronavirus in the United States. At the time, most Americans probably didn’t even know what the coronavirus was. Congress was busy dealing with the impeachment, and that’s what the media was mostly talking about at the time. There were fewer than ten confirmed cases of the coronavirus in the United States then and zero American deaths. Travel bans were later extended to more countries as the outbreak progressed.

			It was a bold and decisive step but was met with skepticism from the media. “The Trump administration’s quarantine and travel ban in response to the Wuhan coronavirus could undercut international efforts to fight the outbreak by antagonizing Chinese leaders,” Politico claimed. It also lamented that such measures risk “stigmatizing people of Asian descent.”6

			“Epidemiologists have long observed the failure of travel restrictions to contain other infectious diseases, such as influenza,” reported Vox. “There’s only a small window in which the restrictions can be effective, and for the US, that opportunity passed weeks ago.”7

			“The decision to impose a severe travel ban and mandatory quarantines in response to the novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) flies in the face of public health recommendations,” wrote Forbes contributor Judy Stone. “Instead, it appears to be a response to xenophobia from the right wing.”8

			“Tempting as it may be to ban or otherwise restrict travel to keep the virus out, these measures aren’t always in our best interest,” wrote epidemiologist and senior scholar at the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security Jennifer B. Nuzzo in the Washington Post. “When countries do not follow the WHO’s advice, and instead implement non-evidence-based travel bans to prevent the spread of disease, they do so in violation of the International Health Regulations—a legal framework that governs how countries should respond to international infectious disease outbreaks.”9 “Who says it’s not safe to travel to China?” asked global tourism reporter Rosie Spinks in the New York Times, on February 5, 2020. “The coronavirus travel ban is unjust and doesn’t work anyway.”10 “Guiding Trump’s response is a hardheaded nationalism,” wrote Peter Nicholas in the Atlantic.11

			President Trump scoffed at the criticisms of the travel bans he imposed. In fact, he argued that he was ahead of the curve when he was asked by NBC News White House correspondent Kristen Welker why the United States was “not prepared” for the pandemic during a press conference on March 19, 2020.

			“We were very prepared,” Trump countered. “The only thing we weren’t prepared for was the media. The media has not treated it fairly. I will tell you how prepared I was, I called for a ban from people coming in from China long before anybody thought it was—in fact, it was your network, I believe they called me a racist because I did that,” Trump said. “It was many of the people in the room. They called me racist and other words because I did that, because I went so early. So when you say we weren’t prepared, had I let these tens of thousands of people come in from China a day, we would have had something right now that would have been—you wouldn’t have even recognized it compared to where we are.” Trump continued, “How many people have died as of this moment? You could multiply that by a factor of many, many, many. So when you say that I wasn’t prepared, I was the first [to] want to do the ban. No other countries are following what I did, but the media doesn’t acknowledge that. They know it’s true. They know it’s true, but they don’t want to write about it.”12

			Trump was absolutely right. Trump should have been getting credit for acting decisively and taking action that saved lives, even though it was a politically unpopular move to make.

			A month after his travel ban with China was implemented, the World Health Organization admitted Trump’s actions helped save lives. “The W.H.O.’s epidemic-modeling teams concluded that travel restrictions had slowed the spread of the virus outside China by two to three weeks,” New York Times science reporter Donald G. McNeil, Jr. wrote. “For the United States, the delay was probably far greater. Air-traffic data shows that flights from China to the United States dropped much more than they did to Europe.” The WHO officially opposes travel and trade restrictions, and “reiterated that even as it declared the epidemic a global emergency on Jan. 30.”

			Republican Senator Tom Cotton called Trump’s China travel ban the “single most consequential and valuable thing done to stop this virus from already spreading throughout the United States” despite the widespread criticism he received for it.13

			But Trump didn’t get any credit for this from the media, even after countries started following his lead by implementing travel bans of different scales to stop the spread of the coronavirus. Many restricted travel from China or for recent visitors to China (just as Trump did) and many restricted travel with other countries as well (just as Trump did).

			They weren’t met with accusations of xenophobia or racism. It was suddenly accepted that travel bans and restrictions during the pandemic were about protecting populations from the coronavirus spread. Indeed, the virus was likely already in most countries at this point. China reportedly covered up the existence of the virus weeks before reporting it to the WHO and before any efforts to contain the virus were implemented. But, Trump’s ban may have saved the United States from experiencing the troubles that were seen in Italy and Iran.

			According to Dr. Ronny Jackson, who served as White House physician from 2013 to 2018, President Trump “has done everything he needed to do in this case. He’s acted quickly and decisively.”

			Jackson added, “What’s going on in Italy and Iran is not going to happen here I think, because of the president’s quick and decisive actions. I think we are going to be more in line with what’s going on in South Korea and things of that nature.”14

			Dr. Fauci also said Trump’s travel ban may have prevented the United States from following the same trajectory as Italy.

			“I mean, obviously, things are unpredictable, you can’t make any definitive statement, but if you look at the dynamics of the outbreak in Italy, we don’t know why they are suffering so terribly, but there’s a possibility, and many of us believe, that early on they did not shut out as well the input of infections that originated in China and came to different parts of the world,” he said on CBS’s Face the Nation. “One of the things that we did very early and very aggressively, the president put the travel restriction coming from China to the United States and most recently from Europe to the United States because Europe is really the new China. Again I don’t know why this is happening there to such an extent, but it is conceivable that once you get so many of these spreads out they spread exponentially and you can never keep up with the tsunami.”15

			Democrats and the media were too blinded by their hatred for Trump to see that Trump was taking early and decisive actions to slow down the spread of the virus in the United States—actions that experts say saved lives. If Democrats were running things, our borders would have been left wide open much longer, and maybe not closed at all.

			Despite the anti-travel ban rhetoric from the Democrats and the media, a Rasmussen Reports survey in mid-March found that “80% of American [a]dults agree with the federal government’s decision to temporarily ban travelers from China and nearly all European countries to prevent the possible spread of coronavirus. Only 12% disagree.” Broken down by party affiliation, 91 percent of Republicans agreed with the ban, while 78 percent of Democrats and 75 percent of unaffiliated voters agreed.16

			Eventually, even Joe Biden flip-flopped and decided to come out in support of Trump’s travel ban with China. “Joe Biden supports travel bans that are guided by medical experts, advocated by public health officials, and backed by a full strategy,” Kate Bedingfield, Biden’s deputy campaign manager, told CNN. “Science supported this ban, therefore he did too.”17

			But Joe Biden did not support Trump’s travel ban with China. On the same day the travel ban was imposed, Joe Biden, who was campaigning in Iowa at the time, said, “The American people need to have a president who they can trust what he says about it, that he is going to act rationally about it. In moments like this, this is where the credibility of the president is most needed, as he explains what we should and should not do. This is no time for Donald Trump’s record of hysteria and xenophobia—hysterical xenophobia—and fearmongering to lead the way instead of science.”18

			It’s clear from this statement that Biden felt that travel bans were not supported by science. The WHO opposed travel bans, and Biden certainly felt he was on the right side of the issue at the time. Over time, however, it became clear to Trump’s most ardent opponents that Trump’s decisive move to ban travel with China was the right thing to do, and so they were the ones who ultimately had to backtrack. Naturally, there weren’t any stories in the mainstream media about how “Trump was right.”

			Instead, the media did a complete reversal of their narrative. The travel ban that they originally decried as racist, xenophobic, and ineffective was now presented as having not been implemented quickly enough by Trump. Reuters reported on April 5, 2020, that the Trump administration “took a month from the time it learned of the outbreak in late December to impose the initial travel restrictions amid furious infighting.”19 An article in Mother Jones not only claimed that there hadn’t been widespread opposition to the travel ban, but that Trump had delayed implementing it.20

			The media’s reversal on the travel ban with China was stunning, but indicative of just how easily they’d flip-flop on an issue only to bash Trump.

			





The “Hoax” Hoax

			On the evening of Friday, February 28, 2020, President Trump held a campaign rally in North Charleston, South Carolina.21 It was the evening before the Democrats’ primary election in the state, and relatively early during the coronavirus outbreak; the WHO wouldn’t declare a pandemic for another twelve days, but Trump was already under attack for his handling of the situation. After all, the impeachment was over, and it hadn’t hurt Trump as the media had hoped. The Democrats (and the media), needing a new talking point, started to blame Trump for his allegedly inadequate response to the outbreak. President Trump responded to these allegations during this rally, calling their politicization of the coronavirus “the new hoax.”

			“Now the Democrats are politicizing the coronavirus, you know that right? Coronavirus, they’re politicizing it,” Trump said. “You say, ‘How’s President Trump doing?’ They go, ‘Oh, not good, not good.’ They have no clue. They don’t have any clue. They can’t even count their votes in Iowa. They can’t even count. No, they can’t. They can’t count their votes.”

			“One of my people came up to me and said, ‘Mr. President, they tried to beat you on Russia, Russia, Russia.’ That didn’t work out too well. They couldn’t do it,” Trump continued. “They tried the impeachment hoax. That was not a perfect conversation. They tried anything. They tried it over and over. They’d been doing it since you got in. It’s all turning. They lost. It’s all turning. Think of it. Think of it. And this is their new hoax.”

			It’s obvious Trump was calling the Democrats’ politicization of the coronavirus the new hoax they’d used to try to take him down. But, instead, his enemies pounced on the word “hoax” and deliberately misrepresented it.

			“Remember this moment: Trump, in South Carolina, just called the coronavirus a ‘hoax,’ ” tweeted Washington Post columnist Dana Milbank.22

			And the lie spread like wildfire. “President Donald Trump on Friday night tried to cast the global outbreak of the coronavirus as a liberal conspiracy intended to undermine his first term,” claimed Politico in a story headlined, “Trump Rallies His Base to Treat Coronavirus as a ‘Hoax.’ ” Other media outlets echoed this misleading claim and headline.

			Trump was asked to clarify his comments in a press conference the next day. “I’m not talking about what’s happening here. I’m talking what they’re doing. That’s the hoax. That’s just a continuation of the hoax,” he said. “Whether it’s the impeachment hoax or the Russia, Russia, Russia hoax. This is what I’m talking about. Certainly, not referring to this. How could anybody refer to this? This is very serious,” he added, basically reiterating exactly what he had said during the rally.

			But NBC tried to spin it differently. “President Trump, meanwhile, held a rare Saturday news conference to give another update on coronavirus. He was pressed about his comments at a rally Friday night where he called coronavirus a Democratic hoax against his presidency,” NBC’s Sunday Today host Willie Geist claimed the next day. NBC correspondent Hans Nichols implied to Geist that he thought Trump was backtracking with his explanation. “In that surprise press conference yesterday, the President tried to explain that the hoax he was referencing had nothing to do with the very real public health risk.”23

			Meet the Press host Chuck Todd agreed and claimed that Trump’s “tone changed” after an American citizen had died. “I do think something changed when we had the first American death. I mean, you saw the President’s tone changed a lot yesterday afternoon,” Todd claimed, even though Trump had repeated what he had said in the rally. “I do think the attitude inside that White House has completely changed since the death…and I could feel it in the sit-down I had with the Vice President. I think that’s changed their mindset a bit.”24 Nothing had changed. Trump’s explanation during his press conference was the same thing he had said during the rally. Nevertheless, Geist swallowed that bogus explanation and ended the segment by lamenting that it was a “shame that it took a death to get them there.” The same morning, NBC News anchor and senior business correspondent Stephanie Ruhle echoed the same lie that Trump “signaled that this was a hoax.”25

			Naturally, Joe Biden got in on the action and repeated the lie on the campaign trail. On the same evening of the rally, he told reporters before a campaign event in Greenville, South Carolina, “The president of the United States says it’s a hoax? It’s hard to believe. Even for him, it’s hard to believe.”26 He also told MSNBC, “Look, this is a serious, serious problem. It’s able to be solved, but it requires us to be absolutely level-headed and let the scientists have the lead in all of this. But for him to start talking about it being a hoax is absolutely dangerous. It’s just not a decent way to act.”27

			Biden even released a campaign ad using doctored footage to make it appear as though Trump had said the coronavirus was a hoax—the left-leaning fact-checking site PolitiFact even called him out for that. “The video makes it seem like Trump is calling the disease itself a hoax, which he hasn’t done.”28 FactCheck.org also said Trump’s critics “wrongly accuse Trump of describing the coronavirus as a ‘hoax.’ ”29 Facebook fact-checkers also flagged stories claiming Trump called the coronavirus a hoax as false.30

			Despite the allegation being repeatedly and thoroughly debunked, many media outlets still repeated the lie as fact in their coronavirus reporting. When Trump declared the coronavirus as a national emergency on March 13, a CNN chyron read: “Trump on Coronavirus: From ‘Hoax’ to National Emergency.”31 On March 16, the Daily Beast accused Trump of “calling fears about the virus a Democratic ‘hoax.’ ”32 The New Republic claimed that Trump had called the coronavirus a hoax “for weeks.”33 The Guardian claimed on March 28 that Trump had “repeatedly downplayed the threat posed by Covid-19, criticizing concern over the crisis as a ‘hoax.’ ”34 Vox mocked Trump as “the president who’s trying to save you from the coronavirus hoax.”35

			Some outlets even twisted his words further by implying that Trump was downplaying the virus as a hoax while Democrats were sounding the alarm about it. On March 17, Business Insider fallaciously accused Trump of “repeatedly downplay[ing] [the] threat, inaccurately comparing it to the flu and telling his supporters that growing worry about the coronavirus was a ‘hoax.’ ”36 On March 19, Time magazine falsely claimed that throughout February “Trump dismissed Democrats’ alarm about the virus as their new ‘hoax,’ ”37 and ABC News said Trump was “no longer downplaying the seriousness of the situation or mocking political opponents for hyping a ‘hoax.’ ”38 While discussing the production of more personal protective equipment on March 20, MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow lamented, “Let’s hope all of those things come with a time machine, too, to turn back the clock on the last three months that have been wasted while the White House was saying this was a hoax.”39

			The lie was repeated so much that the media, even after the so-called “quote” had been debunked, kept reporting it as truth. They even exaggerated it further to make the Democrats look like the heroes and accuse Trump of not taking the virus seriously.

			





Deceptive Edits

			All too often, the media’s mantra during the coronavirus pandemic seemed to be “If the truth isn’t damning enough to Trump, just make something up.” The most notable example of this is how the media falsely claimed that President Trump called the coronavirus a hoax when he called the Democrats’ politicization of the coronavirus a hoax. Sadly, that wasn’t the only example of the media deceptively editing Trump’s words for the benefit of the narrative they wanted to push.

			In a tweet sent on March 16, 2020, New York Times editorial board member Mara Gay claimed that President Trump “told governors this morning they are on their own. ‘Respirators, ventilators, all of the equipment—try getting it yourselves,’ Mr. Trump told the governors during the conference call, a recording of which was shared with the New York Times.”40

			Except that’s not what he said. Gay deliberately misrepresented Trump’s words. Trump’s full quote, linked in her tweet, revealed that Trump actually said, “Respirators, ventilators, all of the equipment—try getting it yourselves. We will be backing you, but try getting it yourselves. Point of sales, much better, much more direct if you can get it yourself.”41

			Several other so-called journalists from the New York Times and other outlets shared the deceptively clipped quote on Twitter.42 Of course, other media outlets repeated Mara Gay’s false depiction of Trump’s words.

			“President Trump told several governors on a Monday conference call that they are largely on their own in stocking up on gear such as respirators and ventilators to fight the novel coronavirus,” claimed an article in the Daily Beast headlined, “Trump to U.S. Governors: Get Your Own Ventilators.”43 In a tweet, the Hill wrote, “Trump told governors they should try to getting ventilators, respirators on their own.”44 “Governors Ask for Coronavirus Equipment. Trump Replies, ‘Try Getting It Yourselves,’ ” read Jonathan Chait’s headline in New York magazine.45 “Trump told governors they’re responsible for getting their own medical equipment to treat coronavirus patients,” read a headline from Business Insider.46 CNN White House correspondent Kaitlan Collins similarly omitted the part of Trump’s quote where he explained that it would be faster for states to attempt to get the much-needed equipment directly.47 “President Donald Trump told governors that they should not rely on the federal government to provide states with vital medical equipment during the coronavirus pandemic,” claimed an article on Salon.48

			Even after Mara Gay was called out for her deceptive tweet, other media outlets echoed the false allegation that Trump told governors they were on their own and shouldn’t expect help from the federal government. Even the New York Times also attempted to provide cover for her. Trump’s “We will be backing you…” promise was removed from the article linked in her tweet. According to Internet Archive captures, this happened less than a day after her tweet.49

			The media’s deliberate deception prompted a question about the teleconference during the Coronavirus Task Force press briefing. “Mr. President, you had a teleconference with the nation’s governors today and in that teleconference, you told them if they need things like respirators or masks, to try to get it on their own. What did you mean by that? And what will the federal government do to help?”

			“If they can get them faster by getting them on their own—in other words, go through a supply chain that they may have,” Trump explained. “Because the governors—you know, during normal times, the governors buy a lot of things not necessarily through federal government.”

			He added, “[I]t’s always going to be faster if they can get them directly, if they need them. And I’ve given them authorization to order directly.”50

			The New York Times made a habit of selectively editing Trump quotes to push a false narrative. A week after the phony story that Trump told governors they were on their own, Maggie Haberman implied in a tweet that Trump said he wanted praise from governors in exchange for federal assistance during his March 27, 2020, Coronavirus Task Force press briefing.

			“‘I want them to be appreciative,’ the president says of governors who are criticizing the federal response,” she tweeted.51

			But, as Mara Gay had, she selectively edited Trump’s words.

			The exchange to which Haberman referred began with the question: “So what I’m asking is: What more, specifically, do you want the governor of Washington and the governor of Michigan to be doing?”

			“All I want them to do—very simple—I want them to be appreciative. I don’t want them to say things that aren’t true,” Trump said. “I want them to be appreciative. We’ve done a great job. And I’m not talking about me. I’m talking about Mike Pence, the task force; I’m talking about FEMA, the Army Corps of Engineers.”

			Trump also said that he doesn’t call governors who don’t treat him right, and then, somewhat jocularly, he tells Mike Pence not to call them either.

			“You don’t want him to call the governor of Washington?” Trump was asked.

			“No, no,” Trump replied. “You know what I say? If they don’t treat you right, I don’t call. He’s a different type of person. He’ll call quietly anyway. Okay? But he’s done a great job. He should be appreciated for the job he’s done.”52

			Nevertheless, the media ran with the Haberman edit of Trump’s statement because it made Trump look bad. The Associated Press went with the headline, “Trump, Rejecting Blame, Warns Governors to Be ‘Appreciative’ ” before describing Trump’s “ominous message” to state and local leaders: “ ‘If they don’t treat you right, I don’t call,’ Trump said, shortly after telling reporters, ‘I want them to be appreciative.’ ”53 “In Exchange for Aid, Trump Wants Praise from Governors He Can Use in Campaign Ads,” accused Robert Mackey in the Intercept.54 “President Donald Trump once again demanded deferential treatment from America’s governors, telling reporters at a White House briefing on Friday, ‘I want them to be appreciative,’ ” reported Business Insider. “He also implied that Vice President Mike Pence shouldn’t take calls from state executives that ‘don’t treat you right.’ ”55

			“Trump Admits He Dismissed Governors’ Coronavirus Requests,” read a Salon article headline. The article claimed, “President Donald Trump metaphorically demanded governors to kiss his ring if they want COVID-19 support during a Friday evening Coronavirus Task Force briefing.”56

			The Daily Beast went with the headline, “Trump Says He Told Pence to Ignore Governors in Hard-Hit Areas If They Are ‘Not Appreciative.’ ”57 CNBC went with a similar angle, claiming “President Donald Trump said Friday that he instructed Vice President Mike Pence not to reach out to governors who aren’t ‘appreciative’ of his administration’s efforts to slow the spread of the coronavirus in their states.”58

			During a press conference a few days later, Trump, in epic fashion, ripped CNN reporter Jeremy Diamond for how he characterized Trump’s comments when he asked, “I would also like to ask you about some comments you made on Friday. You were talking about governors of different states and you said, ‘I want them to be appreciative.’ You also said, “If they don’t treat you right, ‘I don’t call.’”

			“I didn’t say that,” Trump fired back.

			“These are direct quotes, sir,” Diamond replied and then held up his notes.

			“That’s not what I said. Excuse me,” Trump said. “Take a look at what I said. I want them to be appreciative of me. Okay? Then you cut it off because it’s fake news CNN.”

			“Excuse me, ready? Take a look at what I said. I want them to be appreciative of me, okay, and then you cut it off because it is fake news…. Please, let me just finish…. Your statement and your response in your answer is a lie because here’s the story, are you ready? I said I want you to be appreciative of me, and then you go on—and then I go on, you cut it off.”

			Trump had Diamond read the full context of his previous remarks, after which Trump smirked and said, “Thank you,” since he’d just been proven right.

			So, Diamond moved on by bringing up Trump’s other remarks during the same Coronavirus Task Force press briefing where he’d semi-jokingly suggested that he did not call the two Democrat governors because of their lack of support of his administration, before noting that Vice President Pence calls and works with them instead.

			“I don’t call. No, I don’t call. No, I don’t call the governor of Washington, but Mike Pence calls and the head of FEMA calls. I don’t stop them,” Trump said, then turned to Vice President Pence. “Did I ever ask you to do anything negative, Mike, to Washington, the State of Washington?” Trump asked.

			“No, I don’t have to call because I’m probably better off not because we don’t get along,” Trump continued. “He’s a failed presidential candidate. He’s a nasty person. I don’t like the governor of Washington. So you know who calls? I get Mike Pence to call. I get the head of FEMA to call. I get the admiral to call. But what you didn’t say—see you started it off and you talked about I have to be appreciated. But then when you read the rest it said because if you don’t appreciate you’re not respecting these incredible people—the two admirals, you’re not appreciating FEMA, and the Army Corps of Engineers who built 2,900 beds in three and a half days and you’re not appreciating all of the work that’s been done. And, you’re not appreciating these incredible people from private enterprise that are delivering things in numbers that nobody’s ever seen. See. And that’s why people aren’t watching CNN very much anymore. That’s why they don’t like it. That’s why your ratings are no good.”59

			Sadly, deceptively editing Trump’s words to portray him negatively didn’t stop. On April 7, 2020, CNN’s Chris Cuomo, broadcasting in quarantine from his home because he caught the coronavirus, blasted Trump for allegedly downplaying the threat of the virus, and played a clip from a Coronavirus Task Force press briefing that made it seem as though Trump had covered up the threat posed by the coronavirus while doing nothing about it.60

			In the clip, a reporter said to Trump, “You said, ‘Within a couple of days, the cases will be down to zero.’”

			“Well, the cases really didn’t build up for a while. But you have to understand, I’m a cheerleader for this country. I don’t want to create havoc and shock and everything else…. I’m not going to go out and start screaming, ‘This could happen. This could happen,’ ” Trump is shown as saying in the clip.

			“That’s exactly what leadership is,” Cuomo said in response to the clip. “Anybody can tell people what they want to hear. And make it easier. And then you know what you get? Exactly where we are right now. That was the most asinine statement of leadership I’ve ever heard,” he added before mocking Trump by saying: “ ‘I’m a cheerleader. So, I’m going to lie to you about the realities that your parents, your loved ones, and your kids face. I’m not going to prepare the way I should because it reinforces the bullshit I’m telling you and I hope that you’re OK with it.’ We have to do better than that. This president must do better than that.”

			In reality, it was Chris Cuomo who needed to do better, because the clip was deceptively edited to omit Trump talking about things he did early on, which contradicted Cuomo’s narrative that Trump didn’t do anything to protect the country.

			This is what Trump actually said in response to the reporter, with the bold portions being what was used in Cuomo’s clip:

			Well, the cases really didn’t build up for a while. But you have to understand, I’m a cheerleader for this country. I don’t want to create havoc and shock and everything else, but ultimately, when I was saying that, [I was] also closing it down. I obviously was concerned about it because I closed down our country to China, which was heavily infected.

			I then closed it down to Europe. That’s a big move—closing it down from China and then closing it down from Europe, and then, ultimately, closing it down to the U.K. So—and it was right about that time. But I’m not going to go out and start screaming, “This could happen. This could happen.”

			So, again, as President, I think a president has to be a cheerleader for their country. But at the same time I’m cheerleading, I’m also closing down a very highly infected place, specifically the location, as you know, in China that had the problems. And [we closed] it down, but we closed it down to all of China, then we closed it down to all of Europe. Those were big moves, and it was right about that time.61

			Sometimes, when the media wasn’t deceptively editing Trump’s quotes to make him look bad, they were falsely attributing quotes to him to make him look bad. Glenn Kessler, the Washington Post’s fact-checker, tweeted a link to a Washington Post article blasting Trump’s claim that prolonged social distancing could be worse than the coronavirus itself, alongside a quote.

			“‘Hey, keep going to restaurants, go buy new houses, ignore that pile of bodies over in the corner.’ Why Trump’s impatience to restart [the] economy could be disastrous,” read the tweet. But, there was a huge problem with Kessler’s tweet.

			“The problem with Kessler’s quote, as several Twitter users pointed out, was that it wasn’t something Trump said,” explained Stacey Matthews (who writes as Sister Toldjah) at RedState. “It was a quote from Bill Gates, who—like Kessler and other mainstream media figures—was perpetuating the false narrative that Trump wants everything back to normal tomorrow regardless of the human cost.” Gates had said, “There really is no middle ground, and it’s very tough to say to people, ‘Hey, keep going to restaurants, go buy new houses, ignore that pile of bodies over in the corner. We want you to keep spending because there’s maybe a politician who thinks GDP growth is all that counts.’ ” The only thing more bogus than the narrative Gates was pushing was that Kessler deceptively implied it was a legitimate quote from President Trump. And he’s the Washington Post’s fact-checker! “Sadly, this is just another on a long list of instances of garbage takes from the Washington Post on the Trump administration’s handling of the Wuhan coronavirus crisis, whether it be on the social media side, the news side, or the opinion side,” explained Matthews.62

			Bias can take many forms, but there’s something particularly galling about deceptively editing a quote to change the meaning of it. It’s so easy to verify a quote that it says a lot about how far the media will go to deceive the public to damage Trump.
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