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Dedication:

I dedicate this story in Volume 4 of the “Spirit of the Wolf” to my Grandson, Gage Hogue. Gage is blind and autistic; he brings smiles to everyone he meets. You can feel his happiness when he is included in the everyday things of life.

“Healing doesn’t mean

The damage never existed

It means the damage

No longer controls our life”

— Ashley Dubey

Foreword:

The author brings you into the life of an amazingly energetic young boy who was faced with unforeseen difficulties after suffering the tragic loss of his eyesight. Ira was the first born to Yano and Elu Adams and his journey into darkness began at just four years of age. With little medical available and much unknown in the mid 1800’s, his family focused on teaching him to see in other ways. Through his other strong senses, smell, taste, and hearing, Ira gained the strength and courage to face the unseen, to ride Tala, to work with his father and to live and enjoy each day. His eagerness to learn and accept the challenges of life that are unique only to him. 

Will he regain his eyesight? Possibly the spirit knows but it remains to be seen, there is always hope.
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It is November 1866 and there is no moon tonight to light the darkness as Yano finds his way back to the cabin by seeing the light from the coal oil lamp inside. The temperatures usually are in the thirties at night in mid-November.

Yano and Elu have been staying at the cabin at the lake for the last couple months and after supper. Yano goes out into the darkness to check on the horses and gather up an armload of wood for the heater. As he approaches the porch of the cabin, he pauses, he senses something. At that moment, he hears the loud howling of the Wolf, and it sounds like it is on the roof of the cabin. He doesn’t see the Wolf but knows his treasure is at this location. When he enters the cabin, in the dim light of the coal oil lamps, he can see his treasure lying in bed. Yano stands still admiring this beautiful woman that he is blessed to call his wife. 

Elu smiled and asked if he heard the howling of the Wolf? 

“Yes, I did, " he said, "I believe it was on the roof.” 

The coldness Yano felt when he was outside vanished as he dropped the wood in the wood box and joined his beautiful wife in bed.

A few hours later, both were awakened when they felt something lying on the bed between them. Without being able to see in the total darkness, at the same time they both reached and felt what they knew was the Wolf, they could hear it breathing and smell its smell. They knew the Wolf was there as their protector. They felt the weight lying on them slowly go away as if it was floating up from the bed. Yano reached over to the little table that sat next to the bed and found a match to light the coal oil lamp. Once lit, Elu sat up and looked around the room, Yano was looking, also, when Elu spoke and said, “When the Spirit of the Wolf is gone, we cannot see it.” Yano said he knew, but they had to look. He stoked the fire up to get some warmth back in the cabin and they both went back to sleep for a couple hours more.

When morning came, Yano was the first up building the fire and setting the coffee pot on the stove while Elu started breakfast. Yano took a cup of coffee and stepped out onto the porch to think of his day. He would go to the south end of the property and meet up with Henry and Tom Cole and his father also to help drive twenty head of cattle into town to sell today. Yano was thinking about his old friend Sloppy just like he did everyday especially when he was standing on the porch drinking coffee. Yano’s father Alan, Sloppy and now he himself got their best thinking done on the porch drinking coffee. 

Elu called him in to eat. She had scrambled eggs, added some wild onions and chopped up ham to the eggs and made some flatbread. 

As Yano was entering the cabin to eat breakfast, he remembered what Sloppy had written in one of the letters he left for Yano to find. Sloppy’s letter said to find his soulmate to do his life with and when he looked at Elu, he knew she was his soulmate. As they both sat at the table eating, Yano said the elders always said the location of the howling Wolf was where treasures could be found. 

Elu knew what the elders said, then asked Yano what his treasure was. 

Yano replied, “You, you are my treasure Elu.”

After breakfast, Yano kissed his wife and told her he should be home before dark. 

Elu said, “I will try and catch a few fish for supper when you get home so don’t be too late.” 

“I won’t," said Yano.

With Smokie saddled up, he rode south to meet up with his father, Henry and Tom Cole.
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On the path from the cabin, Yano sensed danger. Smokie was acting a little skittish and Yano knew that he sensed danger also. Yano pulled out his 45-caliber revolver from his holster to be ready. He had not seen anything yet, but he was pretty sure it was a mountain lion, and it was stalking him.

Riding over a little rise and just before he reached the fishing hole at the waterfall, he heard a grouse that had been startled from a location behind him and to his left. He knew he didn’t flush the grouse because it was flushed from behind him and flew by him to his left. Whatever flushed the grouse was probably the same thing that was stalking him since it was staying parallel to his movements. When he reached the fishing hole, he stopped, turned Smokie to his left and scanned the area behind him and to the left of him. He noticed Smokies ears were pointed forward and his nostrils were flared indicating that the danger was near. He was on high alert when he heard the howling of the Wolf coming from high up on the rock cliffs beside him. Just then, he caught a glimpse of a large mountain lion running away. He didn’t see the Wolf this time, but thanked it for its protection. The big cat ran back toward the cabin at the lake, and he became concerned for Elu’s safety. He knew she could take care of herself, but this big cat was hungry and acting very aggressively. 

Yano returned to the cabin at a faster pace than when he left earlier. He found Elu at the lake on top of their favorite big rock fishing. Elu heard him coming and asked what he had forgotten. Yano said, “I was just stalked by a very large mountain lion and our Spirit Wolf howled and scared it off, but it came back this way. I want you to come with me and stay at the shanty while I help drive the cattle into town. Don’t worry about the fish tonight. We will return after I get done with the cattle and any other work that needs to be done. I just don’t want you here alone right now.” 

Elu agreed so they rode off together. She will enjoy spending the day with his mother, Odina. When they reached the Adams’ homestead, Yano leaned over and kissed Elu bye one more time and headed off again to meet his father and Henry and Tom Cole.

When he finally reached the Cole’s place, he could see his father, Henry and Tom standing by the corral where twenty head of cattle had been sorted and contained in the corral. 

Alan looked at Yano and said, “You are late.”

“Yes sir, I know, I’ll tell you about it later, but we are okay, let’s move some cattle.” 

Henry and Tom had their own horses now, so there would be four cowboys driving twenty head of cattle about three miles south on Three Bears Trail to Shepherd Springs, West Virginia. Henry opened the gate and Tom rode in the corral to push the cattle out. They had the herd bunched together traveling in a slow trot as they passed Clyde Bolin’s place. 

Clyde was on horseback approaching them. When he caught up with Alan, he said he was going to town and would just ride in with them and help should they have some to stray off. 

“We can use all the extra help,” said Alan, "thanks Clyde.”

When they reached the livery stable, a man directed them to the corral they should put the cattle in as he counted them. Alan was not sure what they would bring, but he was hoping for thirty-five to forty-five dollars a head. 

Mr. Fisher, the buyer, was standing at the corral looking at the cattle and counting them. He knew Alan from a previous purchase and told Alan to come into the office at the livery stable and they would talk about pay. Alan told Mr. Fisher he would like to get forty-two dollars a head for his twenty head of beef cattle. Mr. Fisher offered thirty-eight dollars a head, then Alan told him forty dollars a head was the least he could take. Mr. Fisher smiled and shook Alan’s hand and said, “it’s a deal.” He opened up a wooden box and counted out eight hundred dollars and gave it to Alan.

Once they returned to the Cole’s house, Alan gave Henry two hundred dollars for his cut. Henry could not believe Alan would give him that much money. “Misser Alan, you done pays for all dem cattle and the feed and the fencing material, you ought not gives me this much.” 

Alan said, “I told you when y’all got settled in that you would receive some of the profit. It may not always be that much, but this should help you with food supplies and if you wanted to buy you a few calves to start your own herd, well that would be alright with me. I didn’t give it to you, you earned it by working hard and I appreciate it.”

“I sho does thanks you Sir.”
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Eliza and Fanny are not at the Cole’s house when the men returned from the cattle sale. They had gone to the Adams’ home where Odina was home-schooling Fanny. Negros cannot go to the school in town, so Odina volunteered to home-school Fanny and her brother Tom. She even helps Henry and Eliza learn how to read and write.

As Alan and Yano rode back to the homestead, Yano began to tell his father the reason he was late this morning. He said that when he left the cabin, he could sense danger, and it turned out to be a large mountain lion stalking him by traveling parallel to him. He could never see it, but a few minutes later, something flushed a grouse up from behind him and then a Wolf howled up high on the rock cliffs at the fishing hole. He got a glimpse of the large cat as it turned and ran away. It ran in the direction of the cabin, so he went back to get Elu and have her ride with him where she could stay with his mother until he got back. I know Elu can take care of herself, but this cat was acting aggressively, and I didn’t want her alone if she had to deal with the mountain lion.” 

Alan said, “I understand Yano, I would have done the same thing. Sounds like we need to eliminate this cat before someone, or our livestock is attacked.” 

Yano said he would have taken care of that if he could have seen it sooner and closer. 

Alan told Yano, years ago, before you were born, I was about to be attacked by a large mountain lion at that same location you were at today and the Spirit of the Wolf scared it away too. We are thankful for the protection of the Spirit of the Wolf, but the Wolf Spirit is sent from our Father God’s Spirit from the heavens.

As they were riding up to the front of the Adams’ house, they noticed Eliza and Elu sitting on the front porch. Elu says, “Hey, did you men sell some cattle today?” 

Yano says, “we sure did my sweet wife.”

Alan stepped inside to see Odina and Fanny sitting at the table with Fanny writing words on a piece of paper and sounding them out to Odina. Odina looked up and smiled. She loves home-schooling our children and loves helping others.

Ayita, Koda and Nokomis were just arriving home from school as Odina ended the lessons for Fanny today. They all visit for a few minutes, then Alan told Yano to help him cut a little firewood before he and Elu went back to the cabin. 

Yano told Koda to start toting firewood to the house and to fill up the wood boxes. 

Henry and Tom pulled up in a wagon to get Eliza and Fanny and carry them back home. 

Yano finished helping cut firewood and said to Elu, “Lets head back to the cabin for tonight, then we will come back tomorrow and stay here in Sloppy’s shanty for a while.” Yano wanted to keep a watch out for the mountain lion for a while before she stayed at the cabin alone while he was working.

It was cool when they arrived at the cabin, so Yano built a fire in the wood stove and set a pot of coffee on the stove. 

Elu said she still wanted fish, “Let’s go to the lake and try to catch a few.” It was a couple of hours before dark, so after they put the horses in the corral, they walked back to the lake and got up on their favorite rock to fish. It didn’t take long, and they had caught two sunfish big as Yano’s hand and Elu says, “That’s enough, let’s go back, so I can start preparing for supper. You clean the fish and I’ll cut up some potatoes and fry up some corn fritters and we will have a fine supper shortly.”

When Yano cleaned the fish, he took all the scraps out and placed them on the ground about twenty yards in front of the cabin. He was hoping the big cat would smell the fish and come to investigate. Yano thought if he sat on the porch with his coffee after supper, he might see it. 

Finishing up a fine supper of fried fish, fried potatoes and corn fritters, Yano took a cup of coffee and his Hawken’s forty-five caliber rifle, his Colt forty-five caliber revolver and wearing his coat, sat on the porch to wait. After about an hour sitting on the porch in the cool Appalachian night, Yano fell asleep in the chair only to be awakened by the eerie screams of a mountain lion. He tried to focus his eyes on the fish scraps, but the night was dark with no moon to show any light, and it was very hard to see. The scream of the mountain lion frightened the horses, and they were on high alert. Yano couldn’t see too well in the darkness, but he could hear, and the horses would let him know if danger approached. Another hour passed and he had not heard or seen anything, so he went in, stoked the fire up and went to bed next to his beautiful sleeping wife.

When morning came, Yano was up building a fire to make a pot of coffee and Elu was starting breakfast. He went outside and walked down to where he put the fish scrapes on the ground. They were gone and he found some tracks, but they were not from the mountain lion, they were from a fox. After they had finished their breakfast, they loaded up a few supplies and rode their horses to Sloppy’s shanty. They had decided to stay there through the winter months with hopes that the mountain lion would move on to a different location.

Elu likes to help with the home-schooling for Fanny and Tom and Odina enjoys her help. Elu reminds Odina of herself; both are Cherokee and of the Wolf Clan.

Yano remembered in one of the letters from Sloppy how he wrote to be cautious should he run across a female mountain lion that he called Isabell, she could be very aggressive. He was pretty sure this was not Isabell because he believes it is a large male. Yano always has respect for the wildlife in the mountains and would never kill just to kill. This was their home first and he understood them being angry about humans trespassing on their home range but when a big cat stalks you, it will have to be dealt with.
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Ayita, Koda and Nokomis are headed off to school by the time Yano and Elu get to the shanty. They speak for a few minutes in passing, then Yano goes up to the house and speaks to his father and mother. His father wants him to go to town and pick up some supplies. He said, “Take the wagon because you will need to get a lot of feed for the livestock and chickens at the livery stable.” 

“Yes sir.” Yano, then said he would like to enlarge the shanty some because they would be staying through the winter months, and he would rather be there than at the cabin dealing with the mountain lion. 

Alan said, “Draw up your plans and we can order the lumber and get it done. After you hitch the mules to the wagon, I’ll have the list for supplies, and I’ll need you to stop by the Coles on the way back because some of the feed will need to be dropped off there.”

While Yano was hitching up the mules, Tom and Fanny showed up for their home-schooling lessons from Odina. She would have them read from a book to show what they had learned. Both were doing well with the lessons mainly because they really wanted to learn. Yano asked Elu if she would like to ride to town with him for supplies. 

She said, “Yes, there are some things that we need too.”

On the ride to town, Yano stopped by the Bolins and asked Clyde if they needed any supplies from town that he could pick up for them. 

Clyde said, “no, he had got the supplies they needed yesterday when he rode with them taking the cattle in.”

Yano said, “Okay,” and they rode off. Good neighbors always offer help to good neighbors.

When they got to the livery stable, Yano gave Jacob the order for feed and helped him load a few hundred pounds of sweet feed, oats and chicken feed. Yano had to stop in and see Beanstalk at the Trading Post, he was looking for another Colt forty-five revolver. When they walked in the Trading Post, Elu spotted two Indian Flutes hanging on the wall. Elu asked, “Where did you get those two Siyotanka’s (Cherokee Indian Flutes) and are they for sale?” 

Beanstalk said he took them on trade and yes, they were for sale, one dollar each or both for one dollar and fifty cents. 

Yano spotted the revolver he wanted and told Beanstalk he wanted the revolver, a box of forty-five bullets and those two flutes. When he looked at Elu, she was smiling. He couldn’t wait to be sitting around a fire and listening to her play that flute. Yano paid Beanstalk, told him thank you and then they went next door to Mr. Dobbs general merchandise to get their food supplies.

All loaded up and heading home, they stopped by the Coles to drop off some feed. Yano asked Henry if he thought there was water close to their shanty, he wanted a well dug close to the shanty if water was there. Henry had dug many wells and was good at finding water. 

Henry says, “if days water there, I’s find it and digs you a well.” 

Yano said he would help, and it would be nice to have water closer to the shanty. 

Henry tells Yano he’ll follow him home and help unload the wagon, then check for a place to dig a well. 

When they get to the Adams’ homestead, Yano lets Elu off at the shanty with their supplies, then pulls the wagon up to his parents’ porch to unload the supplies his mother needed. 

Alan was there to help get their supplies in and Odina was finishing up with home-schooling Tom and Fanny. Alan sees Henry and says, “Hey Henry, your children are doing well with their learning. They are good kids and fast learners.” 

Henry just smiles, he knows because of Odina’s teachings they will have a better life and that makes him happy. “I sho do’s thank Miss Odina for what she do’s for my kids.” 

Alan said, “She really enjoys teaching them and tells me all the time how smart they are Henry.” Alan could see tears in Henry’s eyes for being so proud of his kids. Yano still had to take the wagon to the barn to unload a few hundred pounds of feed. Henry told his son, Tom, to help Yano with that and he would look around the shanty for a good place to dig a well. Alan walked down there with Henry. Alan asked Henry if he ever dug a well and didn’t hit water. 

Henry answered, “Naw Sir Misser Alan, I just hav to digs deeper on some.” 

They both laugh. 

The Coles have become very good friends to the Adams, and they are glad they came into their lives. Alan watches as Henry walks around the shanty. Henry studies the terrain and how the grass and weeds grow better in certain areas. He marks a spot on the ground close to the porch of the shanty with his foot and continues walking around the shanty. Henry walks back to the spot he marked and with an air of confidence tells Alan, “Right her Misser Alan, I’s sho of it.” 
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