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​Introduction

Ministry and service are
gifts from God. The ministries are multifaceted and sometimes
complex. The Ministry Guides Series is designed to offer
information that will strengthen, enlighten, and encourage those
involved in Christian ministry.

In this
publication

In this book, we will bring
clarity to the roles of apostles, functionality of apostolic
ministry, and the apostolic expressions of the apostolic gift. This
study is comprised of 5 distinct works on the apostolic office and
gift:

1) The Making of the
Apostle: The Preparation of the Apostle and Apostolic Minister for
Ministry and Service

2) The Apostle Question:
Exploring the Role of Apostles in the New Testament
Church

3) The Apostolic Revolution:
Exploring the Apostolic Restoration and Reformation

4) The Apostolic Paradigm
Shift: Examining the Coming Reformation of Apostles and Apostolic
Ministry

5) The Constructing of the
Apostolic Person : The Preparation of the Apostolic Person for
Ministry and Service

It is our prayer that a
greater understanding and appreciation for the apostolic gift and
ministry will be achieved.



​Book 1 - The Making of
the Apostle: The Preparation of the Apostle and Apostolic Minister
for Ministry and Service


Introduction

Ministry and service in the kingdom of God
is a privilege. God calls every member of the Body of Christ to
serve for the benefit and welfare of the Body of Christ. However,
we must remember that there are personal preparations that God
requires for service.

The Potter’s Wheel Study Series is designed
to help believers recognize and apply the personal preparation that
God implements for those called to minister and to serve. It is our
prayer that the minister and the laymen will respond to God’s
personal preparations for ministry and service.

In this Publication

The apostle’s ministry comes with authority,
power, and the miraculous. This is only a part of the apostle’s
ministry. His ministry serves as a reflection of Christ’s ministry
to the Church. Consequently, the apostle’s character must be solid.
Therefore, God will take the apostles through tests, trials, and
temptations in order to prepare them for ministry.

The training of an apostle is oftentimes
humiliating. God will allow disruption in every area of his life to
prepare him for service. Those called to the apostolic office
should understand that preparation for ministry is in the
development of Christ’s character. If this is done, the apostle
will never come behind in any spiritual gift during ministry. In
this book, we will discuss how God builds the apostle for
ministry.



​Chapter 1 - Marring
of the Apostle

Jeremiah’s girdle

Jeremiah prophesied to Judah during a time
of great rebellion and sin against God. To express His judgment
upon Judah, God instructed Jeremiah to hide his girdle in a rock
and leave it for a length of time.

And the word of the Lord came unto me the
second time, saying, Take the girdle that thou hast got, which is
upon thy loins, and arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there in a
hole of the rock. So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the Lord
commanded me. And it came to pass after many days, that the Lord
said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and take the girdle from
thence, which I commanded thee to hide there. Then I went to
Euphrates, and digged, and took the girdle from the place where I
had hid it: and, behold, the girdle was marred, it was profitable
for nothing. (Jeremiah 13:3-7)

Jeremiah’s girdle was marred. When something
is marred, it is ruined. Jeremiah’s girdle had decayed.

Pride

In the following verses, God said that He
would mar Jerusalem and Judah’s pride. This is what the Lord does
to the apostle. An apostle has to recognize that he is nothing
without God.

Therefore, God will allow the apostle to
experience embarrassment and humiliation to prepare him for the
authority that is before him. Without understanding his position
before God, the apostle will fall into pride and arrogance. Thus,
God breaks him down in order to preserve him.

I am become a fool in glorying; ye have
compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in
nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be
nothing. (2 Corinthians 12:11)

Paul spoke of his ministry, but declared he
was nothing. Because of God’s discipline and training, Paul walked
in humility even after years of powerful ministry.

Suffering

Apostles will suffer greatly before and
during ministry. God allows a continual marring process in their
lives to keep them humble and broken before him.

For I think that God hath set forth us the
apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a
spectacle nto the world, and to angels, to men. (I Corinthians
4:9)

Because of the Lord’s process, Paul stated
that he felt as if apostles were appointed unto death. This means
that the apostle will meet consistent opposition and tests.

Those called to the apostolic office will
have testimonies of great rejection, times of poverty, and
sickness. They will be the subject of gossip, debate, and
slander.

Embarrassment

Apostles usually experience embarrassing
situations to produce selflessness and humility. These things will
happen even after they enter into ministry. There is a consistent
call to self-death laid on the apostle. His pride will consistently
be marred so that Christ and the Church may shine.

We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are
wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable,
but we are despised. (I Corinthians 4:10)

The apostle’s self-death results in a
fruitful ministry and healthy Church.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but
if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. (John 12:24)


​ Chapter 2 - Love of
the Apostle:

Husbands and Wives

Part of the apostle’s making is in the area
of love. God places a deep love in the apostle for Christ and the
Church. If the apostle’s love does not mirror Christ’s, he will
wreak havoc in the Church. He will damage God’s people. Since
apostles stand in Christ’s stead, it is important to understand
that the Christ-Church relationship is marriage.

As Christ is married to the Church, so are
the apostles. Husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the
Church. The apostle, then, acts as a husband to the Church.

The scriptures give guidelines for how the
husband is to treat his wife (Ephesians 5:22-32; I Peter 3:7). The
same principles apply to the apostle.

The Love of the Apostle

Husbands must love their wives. Apostles
have a deep love for the Church. They minister in the Church with
the love and compassion of Christ. Paul instructs husbands to love
and lay down their lives for their wives as Christ did for the
Church.

The apostle’s life and ministry are
set-aside for the Church and the advancement of the Kingdom of God.
The scriptures tell us that Jesus became sin for us. He loved us so
much that He became a curse in the eyes of man that we may
live.

In the above verses, Paul gives an account
to the Corinthian Church of how they are suffering many things for
their sakes. Apostles are to lay down their lives for the Church,
that the glory of God may be seen in her, Jesus said.

Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends. (John 15:13)

The greatest demonstration of love by Christ
was that He gave His life for us. The apostle has to be willing to
do the same for the Church.

The Word and the Apostle

Husbands must impart the Word to their
wives. As Christ sanctified the Church by the Word, so should
husbands be able to impart life to their wives by the Word. As
husbands to the Church, apostles share in the responsibility of
cleansing the Church through the Word, that she may be presented
unto God without spot or winkle.

The focus of the apostle’s ministry is to
make ready a people for the coming of the Lord, and to present the
Church to Christ as a chaste bride. This is accomplished through
the preaching of the Word.

Consider the following:

Now ye are clean through the word which I
have spoken unto you. (John 15:3)

For I am jealous over you with godly
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may
present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. (II Corinthians 11:2)

Jesus pronounced His disciples clean because
He had preached the Word unto them. The apostle, like Christ,
cleanses the Church through the Word.

The Endearing Love

Husbands must love their wives as their own
bodies. Husbands are instructed to love their wives as their own
bodies. Apostles have to minister with great love. Though they
minister to the Church, they themselves are also a part of the
Church.

Husbands are admonished to nourish and
cherish their wives as they would their own bodies.

Apostles should remember to minister to the
Church as if they are ministering to themselves. The apostles and
the Church will stand before the judgment seat of God.



​Chapter 3 - Building
of the Apostle:

Christ in Revelation

God develops humility and love in the
apostle to build them into fruitful ambassadors. There are general
characteristics that every apostle possesses as a result of
Christ’s building process.

Since the apostle will reflect Christ,
Christ is God’s prototype for building the apostle. John’s vision
of Christ in the book of Revelation gives a clear depiction of how
God builds the apostle.

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks
one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the
foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. His head and
his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were
as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they
burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. And
he had in is mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his
countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. (Revelation
1:12-16)

Spiritual Consecration

Clothed with Linen Garment & Golden
Belt. The garments in the vision reflect the apostle’s total
consecration to God in ministry. In the Old Testament, the priests
wore special garments to reflect their ministry.

The apostolic ministry is given to the
Church as the priests were given to minister daily to the whole
nation.

The linen reflects the purity that the
apostle should have in ministry, while the gold belt is
representative of the truth that he will carry.

And thou shalt speak unto all that are wise
hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they
may make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he may minister
unto me in the priest's office. (Exodus 28:3)

Spiritual Understanding

Head and Hair White like Wool. The white
head and hair represent the wisdom and understanding that the
apostle possesses. The apostles are stewards over the mysteries of
God. The Lord will give them understanding of the deep things of
God. Their doctrine will be sound, being able to mature the
saints.

Let a man so account of us, as of the
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. (I
Corinthians 4:1)

Spiritual Insight

Eyes as a Flame of Fire. The eyes of fire
reflect the apostle’s spiritual insight. It also represents the
apostle’s ability to see into the realm of the Spirit. The apostle
will not only have revelation of the scriptures, but also have
prophetic insight to enhance their ministries.

Which in other ages was not made known unto
the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. (Ephesians 3:5)

Spiritual Motivation

Feet like Fine Brass. Feet like fine brass
reflect the apostle’s motivation in ministry. The feet carry us
from one place to another. The Lord purifies the apostle’s
motivation in ministry that he will continually follow Christ. This
is reflected in the brass feet being burned in the furnace.

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)

In addition, the brass feet burned in a
furnace reflects the zeal the apostle has for the Kingdom of God
and the Church.

Spiritual Speech

Voice like Many Waters. The voice like many
waters reflects the soundness of speech the apostle has.

The apostle will have understanding and the
ability to communicate it.

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery,
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto
our glory. (I Corinthians 2:7)

In addition, the voice of many waters
represents the scope of the apostle’s ministry. His word will be to
the Church as a whole. The apostle will be able to reach different
kinds of peoples and nationalities (the many waters) with the
message of the Kingdom of God.

Spiritual Responsibility

Seven Stars in Hand. The stars in the vision
represented the seven churches. This reflects the apostle’s
responsibility to minister to the Church. His volition is the
Church and the advancement of the Kingdom. It also reflects the
apostle’s influence on the Church.

The apostle has the Church’s direction and
growth in his hand through ministry.

That ye may be mindful of the words which
were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of
us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour. (2 Peter 3:2)

Spiritual Doctrine

Two-edged Sword in Mouth. The sword in the
mouth reflects the effectiveness of the apostle’s preaching and
teaching ministry. Their words will be able to cut to the heart and
produce conviction in the listeners.

In addition, their words will inspire growth
in the hearers. Their words will cut off “excess” that comes with
religion to present Christ.

For the word of God is quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (Hebrews
4:12)

Spiritual Reflection

Countenance of Sun in Strength. The
countenance of the sun represents the apostle’s responsibility to
reflect Christ in his ministry. As the apostle executes his
ministry, Jesus’ image and brightness should always be seen and not
the glory of the apostle.

But God forbid that I should glory, save
in

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. (Galatians
6:14 Emphasis Mine)

God humbles the apostle, produces love in
the apostle, and builds him in Christ’s image so that the apostle
has the proper conduct and character in ministry.



​Chapter 4 - The
Apostle’s Character:

Fruit of the Spirit

The apostle’s ministry is not only based
upon what they do (which is subjective to the will of God), but
also in who they are. Mature apostles are known primarily by their
godly characters and secondarily by their ministries.

Before learning about the functions of the
apostle in detail, the apostle’s character has to be addressed.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23)

The apostle’s character finds it definition
within the person of Christ. To represent Christ fully, the
apostle’s character has to mirror the fruit of the Spirit. The
fruit of the Spirit must then become the “fruit of apostolic
character.”

We have divided the fruit of the Spirit into
three categories: The Attitude of the Spirit, The Empathy of the
Spirit, and The Endurance of the Sprit.

The Attitude of the Sprit

Love, joy, and peace reflect the proper
outlook and approach given by the Spirit for the apostle’s
success.

Love

Love has to be the foundation of the
apostle’s ministry. God is love. Christ demonstrated His love for
us through His obedience to God and His death on the cross. God’s
involvement with men is always through His love. His correction and
discipline is rooted in love. The apostle has to be the express
image of God. No matter what his ministry entails, it must be done
through love.
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