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It’s the first day of summer vacation, and the sun is shining gently over the city. The children have been playing outside since morning, but Nim isn’t interested. He has a much more important plan: he’s building a rocket! A real one, with everything it needs, for the day he’ll fly it into space.

Nim is nine years old, and ever since he was very little, he’s been fascinated by everything about the universe. Stars, planets, comets, black holes, they all feel as familiar to him as the garden behind his house. That’s mostly thanks to his grandfather, who used to be an astronaut.

Every time Nim visited, his grandfather brought him colorful books about the cosmos and told him stories of intergalactic journeys, supersonic rockets, and distant, mysterious planets. Nim would listen with wide eyes and a racing heart. He already knew a lot about space. But he also knew something else, perhaps the most important thing of all: one day, his rocket would take him beyond the Moon!
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That’s why, every day, Nim worked in his little workshop in the garden. It was a small wooden cabin with a shiny metal roof that sparkled in the sunlight, almost like a satellite mirror.

On his worktable, Nim had carefully drawn the plans for his rocket: the main body, the solar panels, the astronaut capsule, and the engine, which was still in its “top-secret testing” phase.

Next to the plans, he had written down a few important ideas in a small notebook. It was his way of understanding how a real space mission works.

How do we travel into space?

Nim’s notes:

A rocket is like a giant elevator that lifts you beyond the clouds. It has powerful engines and a lot of fuel. It’s also called a launch vehicle.

It carries a spacecraft into space, which is the capsule where the astronaut stays.

When the rocket completes its mission, it separates and falls back to Earth.

The capsule remains in space, with everything you need: control buttons, air, food, and if you’re lucky, a companion.

––––––––
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ROCKET LAUNCH PLAN:

1.Launch: The engines start with a powerful roar, and the rocket slowly begins to rise toward the sky.

[image: ]2.Stage separation: After climbing high enough, the rocket drops the parts it no longer needs, so it becomes lighter and faster.

3. Space flight: Now the rocket travels through space, following its mission.

4. Landing: In the end, the capsule gently descends and returns to Earth.
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Nim’s rocket, which he was building out of thick cardboard, old tubes, and aluminum foil, had a shape that resembled Saturn V, the real rocket that carried the first humans to the Moon.

The solar panels, carefully cut from aluminum paper, shimmered in the sunlight. On the fuselage, written with a black marker, were the words: LUMINARA I.

“If Grandpa were here, he’d tell me that no idea is too crazy for a space journey,” whispered Nim, as he carefully taped a cardboard fin with double-sided tape.

That evening, the stars seemed closer than ever. And right then, something happened! The rocket began to tremble slightly... then to flicker... and before Nim could even realize what was going on, a small green light lit up on the control panel.

“Automatic launch sequence activated. Prepare for takeoff,” said a robotic voice from somewhere inside the rocket.

Nim blinked three times.

“Luminara? Is that you talking?”

“I am the flight system LumOS 1.0. Welcome aboard, Commander Nim!”
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And before he knew it, Nim was already wearing his astronaut suit, sitting at the control panel. The rocket hummed softly, and the garden below grew smaller and smaller.
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