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Beneath Us: A Guide to the Creatures Governments Won’t Name:
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Dirt Show

Congratulations, reader. If you're holding this guidebook, it means one of three things:


	You're curious.

	You're in danger.

	You’ve just found this next to a melted hazmat suit in a cave with a foul smell and no cellphone reception.



Whatever the case, you're here now — and so are they.

This is no ordinary field manual. This isn’t some sanitized, coffee-table cryptid encyclopedia written by a guy who’s never left the suburbs. This is a Truthrift Original File, declassified for your safety, your sanity, and maybe your last shred of hope.

We’re going underground — metaphorically and quite literally.

For centuries, there have been whispers. Of lizard people deep in volcanic tubes. Of wormlike things that whisper back in Morse code. Of governments digging too deep and saying too little. Of old subway workers who never came back up. You think mole people are a meme? They’re unionized now. With benefits.

In these pages, you'll find:


	
Field sketches smuggled from military vaults and questionable basements.


	
Top Secret Encounters from real people who wish they weren’t real witnesses.


	
Government “Oopsies” they hoped we’d never read.


	
And a handy Threat Level Key, in case you’re trying to decide whether to run, scream, or both.




But let’s be clear:

This is not fiction.

This is not satire.

This is... something in between.

We’re not here to convince you. We’re here to prepare you.

Because beneath your home, your school, your favorite 7-Eleven — there’s a world teeming with things you were never supposed to know about...

Perfect — we’re descending into the depths, guidebook-style. Let’s crack open Section 1 like a rusted bunker door.
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SECTION I
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ENTRY 001: The Subterran (a.k.a. “Mole People,” but don’t call them that)

Classification: Anthropo-Subterranea

Threat Level: Moderate to Passive-Aggressive

Known Habitats: Abandoned subway lines, deep fault cracks, and anywhere there’s a lingering smell of wet clay and bitter resentment.
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FIELD NOTES:

Subterrans are the working class heroes of the cryptid underworld. Long misrepresented in tabloids and sci-fi B-movies, these humanoid tunnel-dwellers are not blind, not rodent-like, and most definitely not interested in your above-ground drama — unless it affects their transit schedule.

Standing roughly 4.5 feet tall with elongated limbs and ultra-sensitive auditory lobes (they don’t have ears, just “flapgills” that vibrate with gossip), Subterrans navigate their vast tunnel systems with seismic grace. Think Parkour, but sadder.
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IDENTIFYING FEATURES:


	Pale, bioluminescent skin that glows under stress (like a human after too much Taco Bell).

	Digging claws they sharpen on resentment and granite.

	Wears crude clothing made from discarded surface-world materials: HVAC tubing, pizza boxes, and the occasional limited-edition Supreme hoodie.
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COMMON BEHAVIOR:


	Travel in pairs or threes. One always carries a clipboard. Why? Unknown.

	Communicate via throat clicks and foot-taps. (If you hear three fast taps and one long drag? Run. That’s a warning. Or an insult. Either way, you’re not invited.)

	Prone to passive-aggressive tunnel signs like “HUMANS NOT WELCOME” and “WE DIGGED IT FIRST.”
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DECLASSIFIED ENCOUNTER

Case File: #1738-∆

Location: Jersey City Utility Tunnel, 2009

Witness: Carlos M., Ex-Sewer Technician



"I thought it was just a backed-up valve. Next thing I know, the tunnel lights flicker, and I see two... guys? They were glowing like jellyfish and arguing in clicks. One had a plunger strapped to his back like a sword. I said 'Hey, you guys need help?' and they just froze. Then one hissed, scratched a peace sign into the wall, and they vanished into a crack that wasn't there a minute ago. I transferred to parks and rec the next day."
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ADDITIONAL NOTES:


	Known to intercept underground Wi-Fi. May be responsible for mysterious buffering during Netflix.

	There’s a rumor that Subterrans once brokered a peace treaty with NYC rats. This could explain why both species avoid eye contact.
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ARTIST SKETCH:



(Illustration redacted — pending clearance from Agent E.J.)

Picture Gollum if he discovered Pinterest and had a thing for symmetrical tunnels.
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✅ SURVIVAL TIP

If lost in a tunnel and hear rhythmic tapping: Stop. Tap back exactly twice.

This indicates neutrality. Anything more or less is seen as a challenge or flirtation.
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ENTRY 002: Reptilians in Lava Tubes
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Classification: Saurian Exo-Draconoid

Threat Level: High (Especially if you're a politician, geologist, or nosy podcast host)

Known Habitats: Volcanic lava tubes, geothermal vents, subterranean bunkers near government facilities.
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FIELD NOTES:

Reptilians. Yes, those Reptilians.

The ones your uncle warned you about at Thanksgiving. The ones David Icke wrote a few too many books about. The ones supposedly running the world, drinking adrenochrome frappés while wearing Queen Elizabeth masks.

Except these? These aren’t in suits.

These Reptilians are feral, territorial, and very, very real — allegedly operating deep within Earth’s volcanic systems. Not all of them shapeshift, but the ones who do are often seen near politicians. Coincidence? No such thing down here.

They’ve been spotted emerging from lava tubes, often followed by sulfur clouds and government silence. Think Komodo Dragon meets Predator, with the attitude of a DMV manager on their last nerve.
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IDENTIFYING FEATURES:


	Scaled, iridescent skin with a dark green-to-bronze hue.

	Eyes with vertical pupils and a faint glow (red = aggressive, yellow = passive, blue = diplomatic).

	Heat-resistant body armor made from unknown materials (one sample melted a hazmat suit).

	Long, forked tongue used for communication and intimidation. Sometimes both at once.
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KNOWN BEHAVIORS:


	Move silently despite large size. (One was caught on a thermal camera hovering like a librarian ghost.)

	Communicate in low hissing tones or subsonic pulses that disrupt small electronics.

	Reportedly conduct rituals involving glowing geometric symbols, ancient tech, and something called “The Ascension Sequence.” No further info. The agent who documented this now thinks he’s a toaster.
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DECLASSIFIED ENCOUNTER

Case File: #0911-R

Location: Mount Shasta Lava Tube Network

Witness: “Agent Juno” (Name redacted. Still missing.)



“They weren’t surprised to see us. They were waiting. One reached out like it wanted to shake my hand, then hissed a phrase I couldn’t understand. My compass spun wildly. Kyle from the team puked blood. We left the drone behind. When we watched the footage later, the Reptilian held it up, waved at the camera, and smiled. We’re not going back.”
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ADDITIONAL NOTES:


	Some believe there’s a caste system: Workers, Warriors, Diplomats, and a High Lord nicknamed “The Ember King.”

	Supposedly have underground transport tunnels connecting volcanoes globally.

	
May have merged tech with ancient civilizations. Think “Atlantean Tesla Coil” levels of weird.
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ARTIST SKETCH:



(Redacted for public safety and because it started emitting static.)

Imagine a crocodile got an upgrade from DARPA, learned manners, and immediately forgot them.
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✅ SURVIVAL TIP

If you feel heat spikes with no lava around and your smartwatch goes haywire — stay still. Reptilians sense movement and fear. Bonus points if you’re not wearing a political campaign shirt.
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Excellent choice, Commander Ervin. Let’s slide a “TOP SECRET ENCOUNTER PACK” between entries like a file folder that someone accidentally dropped at Area 51’s lost and found. This section gives readers an eerie breather while deepening the lore and showing how these things interact in the wild — or underground.
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🔒 TRUTHRIFT DOSSIER INTERCEPT
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TOP SECRET ENCOUNTER PACK

Clearance Level: ✖️✖️✖️ REDACTED

Filed Under: “Oh No Nope Nope Nope”
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🗂️ INCIDENT FILE: #X-77-A — “The Subway Screamer”

Date: November 3, 1994

Location: Abandoned subway tunnel, Chicago

Subject(s): Suspected Subterran / Civilian intrusion

Declassified Audio Log:



[Begin transcript]

OPERATOR: “911, what’s your emergency?”

CALLER (female, panicked): “There’s someone screaming underground. But it’s not like—human screaming. It’s echoing all over the walls.”

OPERATOR: “Are you in a tunnel?”

CALLER: “No! I'm at the surface vent by Madison. I just heard it come up from the grate. It... it sounded like a choir of frogs having a breakdown.”

[Pause, muffled static. Then tapping.]

OPERATOR: “Ma’am, please stay on the line.”

CALLER: “...It stopped. Oh God, now there’s clicking.”

[Line goes dead]

[File stamped: “UNRESOLVED — Caution advised in vented access zones.”]
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🗂️ INCIDENT FILE: #LAVA-12-X — “Heat Signatures in the Vault”

Date: April 19, 2002

Location: Geothermal research facility near Mauna Loa

Subject(s): Confirmed Reptilian

Thermal Scan Summary:


	Unexpected bipedal shape enters perimeter at 02:13 AM.

	No alarms triggered. Entity emits internal body heat of 1,330°F (volcanic tolerance).

	Moves to restricted server room.

	
All on-site footage lost during breach. One still frame recovered showing clawed hand inserting what appears to be... a CD-R labeled "Genesis Loop: Trial 3."


	Witnesses now report persistent dreams of “firelight humming” and “waking up knowing secrets they never learned.”
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🗂️ CROSS-SIGHTING: “The Tap and the Hiss”

Date: Unknown

Location: Under Denver International Airport

Witness: Former contractor (anonymously submitted)



“While installing underground cabling, we kept hearing two different types of sounds — tapping, like Morse code, and a long hiss, like a steam leak that wasn’t there. They were... answering each other. Taps. Hiss. Tap tap tap. Hisssss. I asked the site boss, and he just said ‘Ignore it. Or you’ll get reassigned deeper.’ I quit the next day.”
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🗂️ INTERNAL MEMO — Project “Blind Earth”

To: UNKNOWN

From: UNKNOWN

Subject: “Tunnel Unification Threat”



“Subterrans and Reptilians are both showing increased activity near intersection zones. This could indicate interspecies communication or worse... collaboration. Recommend immediate blacklisting of explorers, cave divers, and truth-seekers. Especially ones named Ervin.”
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