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The following booklet offers basic information about the geographical locations mentioned in the Holy Quran. Each location includes an illustration together with a Quranic verse and summary information to assist readers in understanding the events that took place at that location.

Students along with teachers and anyone interested in the Quranic studies and history will benefit from this booklet.
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​Makkah (mecca)
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Quranic Reference:

Makkah is mentioned in the Quran under several names:

Makkah: Its most well-known name, mentioned once in the verse:

(And it is He who withheld their hands from you and your hands from them within [the area of] Makkah after He caused you to overcome them.) (Al-Fath: 24)

The name Makkah could refer to the scarcity of water in the region, or the meaning “to humble” or “crush,” as Makkah is believed to humble tyrants. It could refer to it as a spiritual center that draws people from all directions.

Bakkah: Mentioned in the verse:

(Indeed, the first House [of worship] established for mankind was that at Bakkah—blessed and a guidance for the worlds.) (Aal-‘Imran: 96)

It’s interpreted as referring specifically to the site of the Kaaba, while "Makkah" refers to the entire sanctuary area.

Umm al-Qura (Mother of Cities): Mentioned twice in the Quran. It was named so because it is the central and most significant city, being home to the Sacred Kaaba.
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