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Perry

Things had been difficult ever since Brittany died. It really didn't help that their daughter, Mason, caused havoc on a regular basis without meaning to. She was three and would transform into a werewolf with every temper tantrum. Not helping things, Mason was at a stage where she wanted to be with him at all times. 

Hell, she had even found Perry at the Wild game for the second time this season. This was something that couldn't keep happening.

Walking into his home, Perry called out, looking for their nanny. "Bethany, are you here?"

The gray-haired nanny came from the kitchen and said, "Oh good, you're home."

"And you're fired," Perry said bluntly. 

Mason and Bethany had a difficult relationship. Initially, he chalked it up to just being a phase, but today was the last straw. Bethany didn't even call when Mason ran off. Thank God Mason came straight to the Wild game. To say nothing when she ran off was downright disgraceful. No matter what caused Mason to get upset, there was no excuse to let her run off without notifying anyone.

Bethany's mouth just flapped open and closed for a moment. "Why would you say that?"

"Just go," Perry said as he shifted Mason's weight. Mason was asleep, and the last thing he needed to do was wake up his little girl while he did the one thing Mason had been asking for months. "You should have called when she ran off."

"We both knew she went to you or that new wolf," Bethany said. Bethany also didn't like how the one person in the pack Mason had connected with was Lottie, her soon-to-be aunt.

If Perry was being honest with himself, he didn't like how dismissive the old woman was of Lottie. Lottie and Kirby had a lot of cache with the pack. It just seemed dumb to be dismissive of Lottie just because she used magic or because she came from the Scottish pack. 

Lottie has been a godsend with Mason since she was one wolf that he personally knew could shift from birth besides Mason. She's had more than a few useful tips on how to help Mason adjust to society and not blow the werewolf secret.

"Doesn't matter. She's three, and you're in charge of her safety. Anything could have happened," Perry said with a slightly louder voice. He stopped himself from shouting since he didn't want to wake Mason.

At first, Bethany stood there as if she couldn't believe she'd been fired. He was so close to calling upon some of his teammates to escort her out. He didn't trust himself to throw her out himself since he was damn pissed with her, but he couldn't bear to look at Bethany any longer. 

Although he knew he would still run into the old woman from time to time on the full moon since she was a pack member. But thankfully, he kept Mason away from the main group since he was afraid of his little girl seeing too much full moon debauchery and his former nanny preferred to run with her friends in the main group. 

Bethany finally left the house, ending that nightmare of a nanny. Although it created a new logistical dilemma. But with the sleeping tot in his arms, he couldn't think about that. Instead, he had to get Mason back to bed.

Perry carried Mason up to the bedroom. Of course, right as he changed out the clothes that Lottie had found at the arena, Mason woke up and asked, "Is she gone?"

"Yes," Perry said with a smile. He didn't want to show Mason how angry he was. He was worried about how he was going to handle everything now. Being a professional hockey player meant he had to travel a lot. Being a single dad was tough enough without the werewolf stuff thrown in, which made it all worse.

"Good. I hated her," Mason said. She then rolled over as if to go back to sleep again, which made his job of getting her pajamas on much harder. She was already up so late by coming to the game and staying awake until late into the third. Perry was glad to see her trying to sleep.

Perry chuckled slightly even though he knew he shouldn't, but it had been clear for months that Mason hated Bethany. "Well, there's still going to be a nanny. I can't stay home all the time."

"Awww," Mason whined. "That's no fun."

"I know, but I have a job," Perry said as he put on the matching shirt to go with the Mickey Mouse pajama bottoms that he got over her diaper. "Did you see Lottie again?"

"Yeah. She took care of me," Mason said with a yawn. She stretched out, her eyes closing again. "Do you think she will be my new nanny?"

Perry grimaced. "No. She's in school, but I can at least ask if she can help out in the meantime."

"I like her. I hope she marries Uncle Kirby,"" Mason said, seeming to catch on that Lottie was more than just roommates with Uncle Kirby.

Perry smiled and scooped up his little girl. If it wouldn't rile her up, he would tickle her as he told her that he knew she liked Lottie. One thing was clear: it was easy to know whether Mason liked someone.

He placed her down into the bed and tucked her in. "Sleep well."

"You too, daddy."

He shut the door most of the way but let a stream of light come into her bedroom. There was a soft cry from Mason. "Daddy. Turn on my light and shut the door, please."

He cursed. He should have done that, but it was still new for her to have the magical dampeners in the room. She liked having her door shut now since it made it quiet. He kind of hated it since it was harder for him to track her with his nose, but the magic cut down on the temper tantrums. So it seemed that Lottie was onto something with that suggestion.

Lottie suggested the dampeners since Mason always calmed down when she went to Lottie's room, which had the same dampeners. After a couple debacles with magic, the American pack gave up the use of it. Even after five years of abandoning all magic, it was easy to forget some wolves thrived when their senses got dulled to a more human level.

He flicked on the little unicorn nightlight and closed the door.

As he headed back downstairs, he went to the fridge, grabbed a bottle of whiskey, and poured himself a heavy pour. Probably heavier than he should have, but he was stressed to the max.

How the hell was he going to go on the next road trip without having a nanny in place and trained?

At least, he texted Kirby to see if he would come over and bounce some ideas about what to do until he could find a new nanny. They had a couple days to figure things out.

Hopefully, Kirby could use his alpha status to help find a replacement quickly. Perry hated going to Kirby for issues like this, but he didn't know what else to do. 
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Perry

Today felt like a shit show, and he hadn't even left for morning practice yet. Of course, he fired Bethany on a day when Lottie had classes at the university at the exact time he needed someone to watch over Mason. He didn't trust Mason with just anyone, even if they were in the pack. He needed to vet them first, especially since he didn't need another Bethany rerun. Which meant he was out a babysitter and didn't know when he was getting a new one. 

He had to do the next best thing: Mason had to come with him to practice. He just hoped he wouldn't get into trouble for bringing his kid to practice.

As he carried Mason out of the car towards the rink, he said, "You have to promise me that you will be good while I practice. Okay, Mace?"

"I need Wolfie," Mason whined and reached back for the car. He lifted his head in a silent groan as he went back to the car so they could get the toy that sat next to her car seat. Once Mason was holding the plushie, she said, "I promise to be good. No changing into a wolf, and I need to be quiet."

He might have gone over the list of rules one too many times in the car, but he needed her to be on her very best behavior. There were a few humans on the team, and it was already a huge ask to have her at a closed practice.

He kissed his little girl's forehead and said, "Thank you. Come on, we need to talk to the coach first."

He hated that he had to bring his child to practice. Hopefully, the vampire wouldn't be a dick about it. Kakko's office door was closed, so Perry knocked on the door.

Kakko immediately said, "Come in."

Perry used his free hand to open the door. "I hate to ask this, but is it okay that Mason is here at practice? I had to fire my nanny last night, and unfortunately, my babysitter isn't available today."

Mason immediately piped up, "I already promised Daddy I would be good."

"Just for today," Kakko said. "Also, she can't sit on the benches with the team. I want her behind the glass. I don't want any accidents or distractions."

"Deal," Perry said before he rushed out of the office, not wanting to be around the vampire any longer than necessary. While their GM and coach was a good enough guy, the fact he was a vampire made Perry uncomfortable. He didn't trust the undead. But according to Kirby, the Wild's ownership wanted vampires there to help control all the shifters.

He carried Mason over to the stands directly behind the glass. That way, he could get her set up with everything before getting changed.

Winston Mars, one of the humans on the team, was doing some rehabilitation after his shoulder injury. Perry was glad to see that Winny was progressing.

The moment he sat Mason down, she sat Wolfie on the bench so the toy could watch practice just like her. She reached for her little backpack and pulled out the coloring books. She started scribbling. "Go, Daddy."

He wanted to laugh at how happy she was and how she shooed him away. He just hoped that she would stay content after hours at the rink.

He then went to the locker room and threw his stuff into the locker. The only good thing about Mason being here was that he was okay with locking up his phone during practice. He didn't have to worry about Mason running away today. He could keep one eye on her himself and knew she was happy to be there.

He walked into the dressing room and got changed into his gear. It didn't take him long to get changed. He was dressed even before most of the pack arrived since he came in so early.

Before heading out onto the ice, he walked to his daughter. She looked up and said, "Go play, Daddy."

"Okay then," he said as he headed towards the ice, realizing he wasn't needed.

He took long lazy strides just to warm up. His eyes kept going to his little girl, who seemed content enough. Although she was always happy as a lark whenever she came to the rink.

As he took those languid strides, he watched the guys start to trickle out of the locker room. Almost all the pack members stopped to talk to Mason before actually getting onto the ice.

She loved and hated it when Kirby picked her up and gave her a hug. Mason's giggle rang across the rink, and she cried out, "You're stinky, Uncle Kirby. You need a bath."

"Do not. It's just my gear that's smelly," he said. "Check again."

Mason leaned and whispered something, but Perry could still hear her say, "Okay, it's just your clothes, but they're super stinky."

Mason learned quickly that her nose set her apart from many of the pack, including his own. It was definitely a gift from her momma. Then again, it seemed like her whole family had an amazing ability to track and capture scents. Kirby was the best tracker in the pack, and Mason wasn't far behind him. 

It helped that Kirby would test Mason's nose from time to time to help really train her. But today wasn't one of his tests. He just sweated more than most, and his equipment got really stinky on a daily basis. 

Kirby started to carry her onto the ice when Kakko said, "Don't even think about it, Blader. She stays behind the plexi. Don't make me tell you again."

Kirby gave Mason an apologetic look as he set her down on the ground. "Sorry, half pint. We'll skate after. Okay?"

She nodded and then climbed back over to her stuff.

Then Kakko got them straight into a three-on-three scrimmage. It was a fun practice since they got to play the game they all loved.

It was a good game since he had both Dez and Kirby on his squad. It was so easy to play with those two. Then again, with Dez on the squad, the Wild truly had an elite player, and any group that had him in the mix had their chances and fun elevated.

Delaney tried to shoot the puck onto the goal as he was dumping the puck for a line change.

Perry took his time to skate the puck up so that Dez and Kirby could get back onto the ice. 

Once Dez was on the ice, Perry then picked up speed. He put some sauce onto the puck and sent a crispy backhand to Dez's tape.

From there, Dez passed it off to Kirby. Kirby swerved and turned with the puck.  Since Kebler was stuck to him like glue at the last minute, Kirby dumped the puck back to Perry.

Perry looked for Dez, who was down and dirty in front of the goalie. Perry looked to get a shot onto the net, but the goalie had everything pretty well sealed up. The next best option was to pass it to Dez. Dez caught the puck on his tape and then shot it through the five-hole.

That felt so good. Kirby and Dez came his way to give him a few head taps, but he heard Mason screaming her head off in celebration. He liked having his own personal cheering section.

Kakko called the scrimmage and the practice in general. They were all ordered to shower and get something to eat from the team chef. Mason actually ate a fair amount after Kirby challenged her to an eating contest.

The last thing was their usual video review session. This was something Perry normally found useful, although Perry's attention span was shit today. Mason sat in his lap and kept trying to talk to him every few moments.
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Daisy

College wasn't what Daisy thought it would be, and she needed out. The only bright spot at school thus far had been taking classes with Lottie and getting to know the pack's newest member. 

When Lottie sat down beside Daisy, she shook her head, "Do you still hate it here?"

Daisy nodded. "I would do anything to get out of here."

"How would you feel about being an au pair?" Lottie said as she pulled out her laptop.

Daisy looked at her and considered the question. It was kind of the best of both worlds. Daisy could probably attend school and yet work with kids in a meaningful way. The only issue was the whole werewolf thing. While she could control her wolf, most parents didn't want wolves around their kids and with the pack, parents would need the babysitter the most on full moons.

"It actually wouldn't be terrible, but I don't have a passport. Why? Do you know someone looking for one?"

"Aye," Lottie said. It was one of the few phrases that Lottie's Scottish side came out most frequently. "Perry Raincloud needs one."

That was news. That last Daisy knew Bethany Sanders was their nanny. She had been a nanny for the pack for a long time, but the older she got, the more difficult she became. More and more people in the pack seemed to let her go quickly.

Everyone in the pack knew that Mason would run away from Bethany. It had happened a few times. There was talk that Perry should have fired her each time it happened, but nothing ever came to light. 

"What happened to Bethany?" Daisy asked as she pulled out her own class notes.

"She failed to tell Perry about how Mason ran off last night. It was the last straw." Lottie's whisper had so much disdain laced in her voice.

Daisy's eyes went wide. It was crazy to think about. How could you let a child run off and not tell the parent? That was just completely negligent.

The only downside to the job was the fact it was her dead best friend's daughter that she would be taking care of. She stayed away from Perry and Mason since Brittany's death since it brought up so many memories of her best friend. Now that it had been a couple years, Daisy wanted to get back into Mason's life. 

Before Daisy could pepper Lottie with too many questions about the job, Professor Martin started class. Daisy paid very little attention since her mind was on the Raincloud family and how she wanted to be their new nanny. It could be a great way to reintroduce herself to them.

By the end of class, Daisy decided to head to Perry's place and put in an application before it was too late.
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