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Chapter 1: The Night Begins
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Sam stumbled out of the club in Toronto, the night clinging to him like a damp shirt. The air hit his face—thick, warm, laced with exhaust and the faint tang of street food from somewhere down the road. Inside, the Retro beats had thumped hard, rattling his chest, but out here they faded into a dull pulse, muffled by the walls. His head swam, whiskey sloshing through his veins, leaving him loose and a little wobbly. He pressed a hand against the cool brick outside the entrance, steadying himself, the rough texture scraping his palm. His shirt stuck to his back, sweat from dancing too long, and his legs felt heavy, like they might give out if he did not sit soon. A minute later, a black Camry rolled up slow, tires crunching on the gravelly edge of the curb. The window slid down, and Sam blinked, caught off guard. The driver - Garry, the app said - looked rough in the best way: broad shoulders stretching a plain black shirt, dark stubble lining a hard jaw, hair messy like he had run his hands through it too many times. A whiff of something woody hit Sam - cheap cologne mixed with a hint of cigarette smoke - and it pulled at him, sharp and unexpected.
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