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			DISCLAIMER
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			Important Notice

			The images of Suzy Bae, Han Hyo-Joo, Han Ga-In and Gal Gadot are used only as reference materials and do not imply endorsement or promotion of a product. I ask for their kind consideration and understanding with regard to this matter. However, if anybody legally connected with the above-mentioned celebrities feels this is an infringement of their rights, please contact me  and I will remove their images from this book. 

			I am willing to give due credit to the original owners of the photos if they would come forward and present proof of ownership.

			An amicable solution is better than going through the lengthy bothersome process involved in pursuing copyright infringement. 

			Visions of the World Copyright

			Questions about photo references come up on this website from time to time. Whether they are celebrities or cheese makes no difference whatsoever:

			You can discard pretty much all of the replies to this thread which make any claims that using photographic references is “illegal”. It is entirely legal under all circumstances. The only thing that violates copyright by law is to make an electronic or photocopy as in an exact replica of an artwork that is less than 70 years old. Anything other than an exact replica is not a copy and therefore is legal.

			It’s NOT ILLEGAL to use a reference. You do not need to give anyone any credit for doing so either. Legally, unless you’re making an exact copy of an image, using photographic references is still legal under US law.

			It is important to note that despite the above, there is no “image right” recognized in English law. It is not necessarily an infringement to use someone else’s image without their consent.

			* * * * * * * * * *

			EPUB has become the industry standard format for delivering eBooks, because it enables publishers to create books that behave more like web content. EPUB provides a superior reading experience when downloaded to mobile devices and eBook reading devices. In addition, because larger sections of the book are delivered at once, the experience is more seamless than the traditional method of having to load each page individually as a book is read. 

			For richer reading experience, we recommend installing the free Adobe Digital Edition Click here to get it free.

			For iPhone users, we suggest that you use the “Books” app. It’s pre-installed and it’s right there ready to go.
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			Digital Painting
The Good Old Fashioned Way
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			Warning:

			This is a long-winded introduction so if you are impatient or anything, you can skip this and go straight to the tutorial (Getting Your Paint Wet) and start painting!

			Introduction

			I’m introducing my “digital painting” method using an old version of Photoshop. Actually, you can use other software as long as it has the layers features. However, for point of reference in this tutorial, I will use Photoshop. I will discuss this at length at the end of the tutorial.

			I have been using Photoshop in my line of work and have made use of its many outstanding features so many times over. I have produce many artworks that resemble an actual painting without going through the tedious process of actually doing it. Just a click or two, a few adjustments and the painting is done without breaking a sweat.

			However, it has always been my dream to use Photoshop as an actual painting tool. And that is the conventional method of actually painting. You know, that actual rub-a-dub-dub, brush, brush sort of thing.

			I’ve got to admit that the features of Photoshop or even the newest digital software are tantalizing, so easy to use and much faster. And the results are even more amazing. It’s mind-boggling to even think about.

			So why in the world, you may ask, would I want to do “the good old fashioned way” of painting when I can do it easily and in a blink of an eye? The truth is, creating painting-like-artworks using the features of Photoshop gives me that hollow feeling inside. You might think it is weird but that’s exactly how I feel. Even if I did it myself, I cannot own it because to me it’s a product of technology that anybody can re-create in the same sense.

			But let me be clear. I have nothing but praises for those artists that specializes in this digital wizardry. I’m even jealous of them. The great works of art that these digital whiz gurus can come up with are so phenomenal and outstanding. Theirs is another different world from mine, another time and another place.

			Okay now, let’s go back to my world. Another good reason — maybe a big factor why I have chosen to take this route. Not all of us have access or can afford the newest Photoshop. Wop, it’s really very pricey even if you use it in work. Using an old version of Photoshop is much cheaper. There are still some sites in the internet where you can avail of the old versions. I will discuss more about this at the end of the tutorial.
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			So right now, I’m back to what I called earlier... the good old fashioned way...back to the basics of painting in Photoshop. Wait, wait, am I confusing myself? Here I am saying that I feel at lost using Photoshop. But right now, here I am stating that in the “good old fashion way”, I will still be using Photoshop! Man, I guess you’re thinking —  sheesh, this guy is ripe for the home of the aged!

			Whooops, hold it, hold it! Don’t call the cavalry yet. Okay, let me explain. Yes it’s true, I will be using Photoshop BUT I won’t be using its advanced features, filters and plug-ins. I will do everything M-A-N-U-A-L-L-Y. Remember canvas, paints, brushes etc. etc. — the things we use? In principle, I will still be using them. However, there is a difference. Instead of using real canvas, brushes and paints, I will be using its digital version (plus some!). 

			[image: ]

			There are three reasons why I decided to go to this route. First, I haven’t done any serious painting for quite some time. Ha! Ha! In fact I have not touched a brush since I resigned from work and that was like 20 or more years ago. Hence, I do not have the tools — brushes, paints, canvas etc. to start with. 

			Let’s face it. It was more than 20 years ago. I’m not convinced it’s practical for me to invest in things that will only go to waste after some time. Maybe I’m just being bored, feeling nostalgic or simply dillusional to consider painting again. 

			That was the dilemma I was facing early on. I had this itch but I’ve been putting it off. Happily, especially for myself, everything turned out right.

			My second reason, which is probably due to my present situation, is due to the fact that my skills have deteriorated. I have to be honest. The mind is willing but the body is not. The artist in me that still aches to paint, does not have the skills to match it. I have poor eyesight and have all but lost my skills. If I were a kung-fu artist, I would say I have lost my chi. 

			So I turned once again to Photoshop. It’s a photo-editing program that doubles also as a drawing and painting program. Since my freelance work often entails using it, heck(!) I said to myself, maybe I can use it to paint again. I will be spared from buying painting paraphernalia to begin with, so nothing will be wasted even if I lose the urge.

			My third and final reason is not exactly a reason but more like a goal. I want to share this new-found hobby of mine to others, who, like me are wanting to paint again but couldn’t do so because of the same or similar circumstances I was in before. I want them to again experience the thrill and satisfaction of being able to create and be creative. To be an artist once again. Because artists never die...they just paint away. Once an artist — always an artist. 

			When I first started out, I was very much skeptical. However, when I finished my very first painting, aside from having this warm satisfying feeling in my heart (since I was able to paint again), I was impressed with what I have come up with. The results were very promising and it was more than what I expected. 

			My wife and two kids had the same reaction when I showed them my first work. They like what they saw and were gushing over it. Mind you, my wife and kids are my worst critics ever. Its either they’ll praise you profusely or they’ll bash you so heartlessly you’ll contemplate on hiding under a shell forever (Hahaha!). So I thought, “Will this rewarding experience I’m having now, be the same  with others too? Maybe I can share it with them”. After more paintings and self-reflection, I said to myself, “Why not!” I finally decided to share it with others. 

			So to my fellow artist, young, old or aging, a newbie or a grizzled veteran — this is for you!

			Okay, without further blah, blah, I’ll get right into the heart of my painting procedure to get the ball rolling. 
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Learn the rules like a pro. so you can
break them like an artist.

Pablo Picasso
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