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      Sarah lay sprawled on the floral-print sofa. Eight months pregnant, she felt less like a radiant earth mother and more like a flesh-and-blood pressure cooker, every inch of her swollen and aching. But beneath the discomfort, a different heat roared—a raw, primal desire that yearned to be satiated.

      Everyone tiptoed around her, treating her like a delicate piece of antique china that they’re terrified of shattering. Their well-meaning caution was suffocating, however. She was desperate to break free, to feel something other than the constant, dull ache of her pregnant body.

      She yearned to be taken, claimed … ravaged. Her swollen form worshipped, not avoided.

      She shifted, the damp cotton of her sundress sticking to her thighs like a second skin. The ceiling fan offered a pathetic, swirling mockery of a breeze. Her nipples, already hypersensitive, felt like they were being chafed raw against the thin fabric. A low, guttural groan escaped her lips, a sound of feral frustration.

      This wasn’t mere horniness. This was a full-blown volcanic eruption, a tectonic shift in her libido, fueled by months of pent-up desire. A hormonal cocktail that made her feel like a caged tigress in heat, desperate to be unleashed.

      Through the window, she saw him: David. Her neighbor. He was mowing his lawn, shirtless, his tanned skin glistening with a sheen of sweat that made Sarah’s mouth water. The muscles in his back and arms bunched and released with each powerful push of the mower. Sarah’s gaze lingered, tracing the lines of his physique, the way the sweat snaked down his spine, disappearing into the waistband of his faded denim shorts.

      David was an outsider, an anomaly in this boring, cookie-cutter neighborhood. He was a lone wolf, a creature of untamed, almost predatory grace. She’d caught fleeting glimpses of him before. When he was fixing his vintage motorcycle, his hands stained with grease and oil. Splitting logs in his backyard during winter. And even simply taking out the trash. His movements possessed a casual, animalistic fluidity that sent shivers—not of fear, but of something far more dangerous—down her spine.
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