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            A Providence of Shylocks: A Novel of Debt and Performance

In a landscape where desperation and ambition collide, Antonia Moretti struggles under the burden of grief following her husband's death. Faced with financial insecurity, she reluctantly pawns his cherished silver pocket watch to Ezekiel Horowitz, a Lithuanian Jew whose loan, while equitable, carries significant moral ramifications. 
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1
Echoes of Grief and Sacrifice
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1.1 Antonia's Heartbreaking Choice: The Watch's Fate

The shop held the breath of forgotten years, its air thick with the scent of rusted springs and the quiet residue of lives measured in ticks and tocks. Antonia stood just beyond the threshold, her coat heavy with the chill of morning and the weight of a silence she could not shed. In her palm, the watch rested, its silver surface muted beneath the single bulb swaying overhead. It was not ornate, not dazzling in the way diamonds catch light, but it pulsed with something deeper—the contour of its casing molded by her husband’s fingers, the faint inscription inside that bore only E M 1897, the year their life began to take shape.

She had not opened it since the burial. She feared the sound it might make—the tick that would echo like his last exhale, the rhythm that once anchored her to him. Now she placed it in Zeke’s hand without speaking. He did not hurry. He did not recoil. He cradled it as if it were a creature wounded by time, turning it slowly between his palms, tracing each mark, each dent, each whisper of use that spoke of a man who loved his hours too dearly to let them slip away. His quiet was not empty—it was full of all the things he did not say.

She remembered how he rose before the sun to wind it, how he would lift it to his ear and smile as though hearing music no one else could perceive. He called it his heartbeat made visible. She had teased him then, calling him soft in a world that prized hardness. Now she wondered if love was simply the act of holding on to seconds when no one else bothered to count them.
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