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Chapter One: The Boy Who Dreamed of Gods
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Elias Quinn had salt in his hair and Olympus in his heart.

At sixteen, he was the youngest sailor aboard the Marigold, a merchant schooner that creaked and groaned like an old titan as it carved through the Atlantic. The crew called him “Boy” or “Sprat,” but Elias didn’t mind. He was used to being underestimated. What they didn’t know was that while they drank and cursed and played dice below deck, Elias stood at the prow whispering stories to the sea—stories of Poseidon’s wrath, Odysseus’s cunning, and Icarus’s fall.
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