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E-Book Tips

 


E-reading devices and
software are all slightly different. Depending on what you’re
using, try double-clicking or tapping on illustrations to make them
full-size. Links (underlined and also in blue on color devices)
allow you to navigate inside the book and occasionally to visit
outside websites. Other devices provide a built-in table of
contents that provides the same benefit. Be sure to learn the
features of whatever program or device you’re using. While we can’t
always make sure that every feature works in every e-reading
program, we do invite you to let us know if there’s something that
isn’t working for you by emailing us at editor@timespinnerpress.com.
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March 27 is the 86th day of
the year (87th in leap years). There are 279 days remaining until
the end of the year.
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Cover: Japanese cherry trees blooming during the National Cherry
Blossom Festival, with the Washington Monument in the background —
for the Event of the Day.
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 March 27
Quotations

 


“I did not think; I
investigated.”

Wilhelm Röntgen,
discoverer of x-rays, born March 27, 1845

 


“God is in the
details.”

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe,
architect, born March 27, 1886

 


“A leader has to appear
consistent. That doesn’t mean he has to be consistent.”

James Callaghan, British
prime minister, born March 27, 1912

 


“It’s always the good men
who do the most harm in the world.”

Henry Adams, historian,
died March 27, 1918

 


“Orbiting
Earth in the spaceship, I saw how beautiful our planet is. People,
let us preserve and increase this beauty, not destroy
it!”

Yuri Gagarin,cosmonaut,
first human to journey into outer space, died March 27,
1968

 


“Are you sure
that a floor cannot also be a ceiling? Are you absolutely certain
that you go up when you walk up a staircase? Can you be definite that it is impossible to eat
your cake and have it?”

M. C. Escher, artist, died
March 26, 1972

 


“I'm 83, and
I feel like a 20-year-old, but unfortunately there's never one
around.”

Milton Berle, comedian,
died March 27, 2002
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 Event
of the Day

National Cherry Blossom
Festival

 


[image: tmp_7b9c68e828786feaf508c394387b05d9_2J0QKk_html_ef8a18d.jpg]

Blossoming
Yoshino Sakura cherry
tree, Tidal Basin, Washington, DC

 


On March 27, 1912, First
Lady Helen Herron Taft and Viscountess Iwa Chinda, wife of the
Japanese Ambassador to the United States, planted the first two of
over 3,000 Japanese cherry trees donated by the city of Tokyo,
Japan, along the north bank of the Tidal Basin in Washington, DC,
culminating a 27-year old effort to bring cherry trees to the
nation’s capital.

The idea of planting
cherry trees in Washington came from Eliza Ruhamah Scidmore, the
first female board member of the National Geographic Society. Her
first attempts to interest people in the beautiful
sakura no hana, as cherry blossoms are known in Japanese, met with little
success, but in 1906, plant explorer Dr. David Fairchild planted a
hundred cherry trees on his Chevy Chase property to test their
hardiness and suitability to the Washington, DC, climate. Cherry
trees began to sprout all over the Chevy Chase area. Mrs. Scidmore
wrote the First Lady, the wife of William Howard Taft, who had
herself lived in Japan and knew the trees well. By coincidence,
Jokichi Takamine, discoverer of adrenaline, was in Washington in
the company of the Japanese consul. When Takamine learned of the
plan, he offered 2,000 trees to be donated as a gift from the city
of Tokyo.

Sadly, the original gift of trees
turned out to be infected with insects and had to be burned.
Another donation, this time of 3,000 trees, was successful. The
United States in turn donated flowering dogwood trees to Japan. The
beauty of the trees made them an instant hit, and starting in 1935,
the nation’s capital began the annual Cherry Blossom
Festival.

Shortly after the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor in 1941, four cherry trees were found cut down,
presumably in response to the attack. For the duration of the war,
the cherry trees were referred to as “Oriental” rather than
“Japanese,” and the Cherry Blossom Festival was suspended until
1947. The cherry tree grove in Tokyo from which the American stock
had been drawn was diminished by the war, so in 1952 the United
States sent budwood from its trees back to Japan.

In 1965, the Japanese gave another
3,800 cherry trees to the United States. First Lady Lady Bird
Johnson and wife of the Japanese Ambassador Ryuji Takeuchi
reenacted the original planting ceremony to mark the
occasion.

There are twelve varieties of
Japanese cherry trees planted along the Tidal Basin. The two most
common are the Yoshino, which produces single white blossoms, and
the Kwanzan, which produces clusters of clear pink double blossoms.
Other varieties include the Akebono, with single pale pink
blossoms; Fugenzo, with rosy pink double blossoms; and Shirofugen,
white double blossoms that turn pink.

Today, more than 700,000
people each year visit Washington, DC, for the two-week National
Cherry Blossom Festival. The celebration include a kite festival,
event celebrating Japanese culture and heritage, bike tours, a
fireworks exhibition, a ten-mile run, the Cherry Blast festival,
and the culminating event, the National Cherry Blossom Festival
Parade.
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