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Chapter One: A Morning Unfinished (Graybridge, Washington)
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"Sometimes a crime begins before the light even wakes."

The fog was swallowing the edges of Graybridge as if trying to erase the city from the map.

On the roadside leading to Hedgerow Cemetery, a municipal worker named Logan was pushing his broom over damp soil. His steps were routine... until they stopped suddenly.

A woman was lying beside the stone wall.

An elegant blue dress, a small open purse, a lock of hair caught by a drop of dew on the stone. No signs of struggle. Only three stab wounds in the back, and the blood pooling in a dark patch beneath her shoulder.

Logan stepped back, then screamed.

Within minutes, residents gathered—frightened faces, phones raised, anxious whispers.

— “Who is she?”

— “Doesn’t look homeless... look at her shoes.”

— “Oh God... is that blood?”

A man in his forties pushed through the crowd, his eyes uneasy: Joel Myers.

He stared at the face. “She looks like my wife’s friend... Nancy... it might be her.”

He called his wife immediately. Minutes later, she arrived with two young women. The first looked, gasped softly:
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