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​Introduction
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I wrote this book to show you how to develop your own workings and modify other peoples’ magical workings, because there is a gap in the discipline of magic. There are lots of cookie cutter books being published with spells and techniques galore, but what is lacking is a solid explanation and understanding of how magic works. And the result runs counter to the purpose of magic itself. Instead of empowering people, which is what ought to happen when a person practices magic, people are spoon fed magical spells and techniques without in-depth instruction of how to create their own workings or a concise, clear explanation of how the spell and/or technique is supposed to work. I’ve written this book, as well as the others in this series, to fill in that gap.

My goal is to empower you as a magician by helping you develop the critical skills that allow you to graduate beyond merely replicating the work of other people, to actually developing your own workings. While this book is a short, concise work, it is purposely written that way to help you focus on the content. I don’t believe in needless complexity or filler for the sake of having more pages. 

This book came about because one evening in the Magical Experiments Facebook group, a member shared how frustrated they were with their magical practice. It had become boring to them. They explained that they were doing a variety of workings, offerings, and other practices, and nothing was happening. Worse, they had been doing all of this for a year and it had become drudge work that they didn’t look forward to doing.

Imagine not looking forward to doing magical work...

Actually I can’t imagine that, but maybe you can. And if you can, then this book is for you. Or if you just want to create your own magical workings that get results this book is also for you, because I’m going to share with you my methods for designing your own magical workings. And if you’re interested in doing long term magical workings or creating your own system of magic, this book will provide some valuable insights that can help you with those goals. Learning both of these skills will help you become a more proficient magician and teach you a perspective of magic that allows you to take apart magical workings and put them back together with your own variations. 

Some people will tell you that modifying the magical work of other people can’t be done or that creating your own magical working requires years of experience, but while I agree that a certain foundational knowledge is needed, I also think once you have that knowledge you can learn a lot by actually experimenting with magic and discovering for yourself what really makes magic work. It doesn’t take a lot of time either, provided you’re willing to apply yourself daily to your magical work. I started experimenting with magic within a year of first practicing. And so this is book is written with that in mind, because I want to help you become a better magician.

Doing just that has helped me develop my own unique magical workings and resulted in the various systems of magic I’ve written about and shared with other magicians. Had I only stuck to the conventional and orthodox explanations of magic, I never would have developed those unique systems. 

The evolution of magic won’t be found by endlessly repeating what other people have done while being bored out of our gourds with the work we’re doing. The evolution of magic happens when we introduce creativity, imagination, and play into our magical practices, and ask ourselves what we can do to truly make the magic our own. And that’s what I’m going to teach you so that you can develop your own workings and modify the workings of other people and get better results.

This book is written with the expectation that you already have some experience with magical practice. It’s not a 101 book and the audience, i.e. you, has ideally practiced magic and gotten some experience under your belt as a result. 

When you understand how magic works, then you become much more versatile as a magician. You can develop your own magical workings, take other magical workings apart, and put them back together. The ability to do all of this is something that can be learned. It just requires taking on a different perspective with your magical work, one which opens you to challenging what you know by discovering what you can learn.

I started experimenting with magic within a year of practicing because I was curious about what could be done, and because it became very evident to me that either key information was missing from the books I was learning from, or that the author didn’t have a clear understanding of how magic works. Regardless of which it was, I knew the only way I could resolve the problems I was discovering was to come up with my own solutions. Ever since then I’ve continually modified the work of other magicians, while also developing my original workings. I’ve also encouraged other magicians to do the same with my work, because while there are specific principles at work in a given process of magic, a lot of magic can be personalized. 

It’s my hope that this book will encourage you in your pursuit of magic as a discipline, while also empowering you to strike out on your own. If magic is to continue to evolve as a discipline, we must do more than just blindly repeat what is presented to us. Instead we must critically examine what is already there, learn from it and improve on it, while also developing our own original work. That way lies the path to becoming a true magician.

Taylor Ellwood

November 2019

Portland, OR
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​Chapter 1: Design and Process
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I’ve been designing original magical workings and modifying other peoples’ magical workings from almost the beginning of my magical practice. It’s not a skill someone taught me, but rather something I developed on my own, informed in large part by my insatiable curiosity and tendency to ask lots of questions and then go seeking answers. Not everyone has that same curiosity however, and this book is written with that in mind. I can teach you the skills for designing your own original workings and/or modifying other people’s magical workings so you can get better results. You may wonder whether you truly can develop an original working, or if you should dare to modify an existing one, so let me address those concerns first before we get into the practical work.

I think anyone can develop an original magical working or modify an existing one, provided a few factors are considered. Do you have the foundational knowledge and experience with magic to create an original magical working or modify an existing one? If you don’t have that foundational knowledge and experience then it will be hard, if not downright impossible, to create an original magical working or modify an existing one. The reason is you won’t have an understanding of the principles and process of magic and how magic ought to work, which necessarily will inform how you create an original magical working or modify someone else’s working. You really only get that understanding from doing the actual work and having experiences that shape and temper your understanding of magic and how it ought to work. See my book The Process of Magic, which provide further information in the principles and process of magic.

A second factor to consider is what your overall experiences and knowledge are, and how they can be applied to inspire your magical work. What this means is that ideally you have a variety of interests and background to draw upon that can help inspire your magical work. For example, I have interests in a variety of topics that aren’t considered occult, but nonetheless inspire my magical workings significantly. I find that sometimes a person may have an in-depth knowledge and experience of the occult, but not really have knowledge or experience of anything else, which leads to tunnel vision when it comes to magic because you’re so indoctrinated to what can ultimately be considered limited perspectives on life and your magical practice. There’s a myth that occultists and magicians are open-minded, but I haven’t really found that to be the case. If anything, your average occultist is much like any other person, albeit interested in magic. There’s nothing wrong with that, per se, but if you really want to broaden your horizons you’ll necessarily need to step outside of what you already know in order to discover what you can learn. In turn, what you learn can be applied to what you know and produce interesting outcomes in your life, your magical practice, and anything else which is of interest to you.

The third factor is that you must be curious. Really, this factor goes hand in hand with what I mentioned above, but it cannot be said enough that curiosity is essential for developing an approach to magic and life that encourages experimentation and the drive to have new experiences. Without curiosity we dull our minds and lose one of our most powerful tools: the imagination. Without imagination you cannot create anything original, for it’s in the imagination that you’ll discover the seeds of original thinking and perspective that will enable you to embrace the unconventional and apply it to your magical work. And in this book, that’s what we’re really exploring. 
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