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This book is dedicated to God for being so supportive to me and helping me find solutions through most issues and obstacles that I have faced.  

To my wife for her love, support and being the greatest instrument in helping me grow as a believer. You also helped me discover more about myself. 

To Jesus Ventura, my parents, and the rest of my immediate and extended family, for whom I am grateful for. You inspire me to be better. To my nephew Beto Palacios for your detailed help with this book.

To my aunt Lisa Williams, thank you for your brilliant mind and strategic guidance with this project.
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Preface

The purpose of this book is to help you start your process of drawing closer to God.  For a large part of my life, I was distant from Him and this led me to screw up a lot.  The idea for this book began around two years ago when it occurred to me that readers could benefit from my experiences.  

There were several things that kept this book from being completed, like my own negative thinking.  I also went through a period of just feeling physical burnout.  I had worked in a detention facility for 11 years.  During my last two years, I was physically and mental exhausted along with other coworkers.  

I came across other factors that were discouraging.  During my career transition, I experienced many challenges causing me to almost not complete this short book, but I kept realizing that God was putting it on my heart.

Intro

Life sucks feeling like God is so far away.  Are you tired of wondering is God real? How do I know He is truly there?  How can I know for sure He engages in my life?  How is it possible to have a relationship with someone you can't see?

Like many people, I struggled with my relationship with God, most of my life.  On occasions, wondered if He was with me, and if He really had my back.  I remember times I was angry and cursed at Him because of negative circumstances I was subjected to.  

Like any relationship, my road with God has been a long journey, full of mistakes and disappointments.  If I would have practiced these principles earlier on in life, it would have saved me many heart aches.  

This book will give you basic ideas on how to draw closer to the most powerful force in the universe.  In addition, I’ll point out topics such as, how to read the Bible, if He loves you, and other keys that will help you, not only draw closer to God, but also help you to continue to develop, and to be the better version of yourself.

––––––––

[image: ]


DISCLAIMER: This book is not intended to substitute the support of seasoned ministers or treatment from medical professionals.  I am not qualified to guarantee any type of results.

..being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

By whom also we have access by faith into this grace, wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the

glory of God. 

Romans 5:1-2

Chapter 1
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​Don’t blame God
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When I was side swiped by a drunk driver years ago, which caused me to have three cracked ribs, it was not God's fault.  The driver chose to drink alcohol and drive intoxicated.  As I write this, I can recall I didn’t even thank God that I survived the accident.  As a matter of fact, at that time, I wasn’t living right, and had also questioned my faith.  After my accident, I unknowingly remained distant from God for years to come.

I remember for a good portion of my adulthood being resentful to my parents for dumb reasons, but when I let God in my heart, I spoke to Him about all those concerns and just gave it all to Him.  Now I have a much better relationship with my folks.  They are precious to me.  The longer you wait to let go or resolve these past issues, the longer it strains your heart.  I understand there are difficult things to forgive but it's an instrument of healing.  Once you fire it off, the enemy can't control or redirect you anymore because the spiritual chains are broken. 

You may have been through situations and blamed God for not preventing them from happening.  I get it, even though, I don't know what you have been through.  Here are my reasons why you can't blame Him:


	God allows everyone to exercise their free will, good and bad.

	When Eve and then Adam, took that first bite of the forbidden fruit that changed everything, the forces of darkness gained a certain authority over this world, and have continued to try to divide, confuse and discourage people ever since.   If you doubt this just turn on the tv and try to find an episode that doesn’t talk about ongoing violence, hate, racism, division of political views and communities.  It wasn’t God’s fault I was exposed to representatives and members of the drug cartel business and criminal underworld.  I believe it was the enemy trying to get me to commit to an entirely different life so that, inevitably, I would grow more distant from God, my Father.

	This world is not perfect.  The only thing perfect is God’s love for us and the ability to embrace Him.
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