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Mercilessly Melted by the Mountain Man

She’s stranded at my fire tower while the snow keeps falling. I’m making damn sure she stays warm.

Joel

When you’re stuck on a week-long maintenance shift at the old fire tower, you don’t expect company, especially not in the middle of a snowstorm. But when I find a gorgeous woman fighting through the cold, clutching a shivering dog in her arms, I take her inside.

I tell myself she’ll stay until the worst of the storm has passed, but then I see the way she looks at me by the firelight, and now… I want her to stay forever.

Sienna

I came up this mountain to rescue an injured dog, but I didn’t plan to get stuck up here. The man who finds me is tall, broad, and built like every fantasy I’ve ever tried to ignore.

He wraps me in his coat, gets the fire going, and swears he’s fine being snowed in here with me for a few days.

But the longer I’m here, the harder it is to imagine leaving him when the snow melts. Because every time he touches me, I melt a little more too.

Mercilessly Melted by the Mountain Man is a short and steamy instalove romance featuring a protective mountain man and the curvy woman he falls for. Set in the cozy small mountain town of White Pine Falls, this instalove romance delivers all the feels in one hour or less. No cliffhangers, no cheating, and a guaranteed steamy HEA!


Chapter One

Sienna

“Are you sure it’s a good idea to go out there right now?” my best friend Janie asks.

I clutch the phone between my shoulder and ear while I slam the trunk of my car shut and slide into the driver’s seat. “I’m sure. I can’t let this dog freeze to death.”

“That would be horrible, but now I’m worried about you freezing out there,” she says.

“I’ll be fine. I’ve got blankets, supplies, and my phone,” I say as I turn the key in the ignition.

“Sienna, please.”

“Look, I have to go before the snow falls even harder. Millie is devastated. Bailey escaped from the diner this morning because she forgot to lock the fence out back. And with his recent hip surgery, he can’t survive out there long.”

She sighs. “You have a big heart, Sienna, but you’re not invincible.”

“I’m a vet. If anyone can find and help this dog, it’s me.”

“Just promise me you’ll be careful. If the weather gets worse, turn back, okay?”

“I will,” I say and end the call.

Millie, who owns Millie’s Diner, called the clinic in tears an hour ago. Bailey, her elderly golden retriever, who had hip surgery two weeks ago, squeezed through a gap in the fence around the diner’s backyard and disappeared. Fifteen minutes later, I got another call. A hiker spotted the dog limping up a trail, but he couldn’t catch him.

Janie is right to worry about me. I realize it’s risky, but I can’t let Bailey die out there. I have to try to rescue him.

I called Search and Rescue first, but they’re stretched thin because of an accident on the eastern side of the mountain. They told me it would take hours before they could look for Bailey. I’m afraid the dog doesn’t have hours.

I reverse the car and merge onto Main Street. The snow is already falling harder than the forecast predicted, with fat flakes swirling in my headlights as I navigate the winding road. I’ve lived in White Pine Falls my whole life, so I’m used to driving in snow, but this is getting bad fast.

For a split second, I consider turning back, but then I think of sweet, gentle Bailey, who always wagged his tail so hard during checkups that his whole body wiggled. He trusted me when I examined his bad hip, and he’d licked my hand after his post-op care. No way am I letting him suffer alone on this mountain.

After twenty minutes, I park in a clearing beside the road. This spot will take me to the trail where Bailey was spotted way faster than going via the official trailhead.

I grab my emergency kit, button my winter coat, and step out into the cold. The wind hits me in the face, and a shiver runs through me.

Maybe this wasn’t the best idea I’ve ever had. All around me is nothing but white and cold air. I’m surprised a hiker even made it out this far in this weather.

My phone beeps in my pocket with a message from Janie. I quickly fire off a reply to assure her that I’m still alive and will update her as soon as I get back to town. I don’t tell her she’s probably right about this being a stupid idea. But what am I supposed to do? Leave Bailey to die out here? I can’t. I have to try to save him.
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