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Céline Belrose (born 1984) began writing fascinating mystery books for children to fulfill her lifelong dream. She lives in southern Finland, Europe. 

 

The Kim detective series is a new collection of mysteries aimed at readers ages 7 to 13. The stories follow Kim (15-years old girl), a hobby private investigator, as she navigates challenging mysteries both in Finland and during travels abroad.

 

 

The Kim Mystery books include

 

Kim and the Mystery of a School Friend (Fall 2024)

Kim and the Mystery of the Castle Ruins (Summer 2025)

Kim and the Secret of the Pirate Ship (Summer 2025)

Kim and the Secret of Emilia (Summer 2025)

 

 

Introduction to Kim and the Secret of Emilia 

 

Kim and Lauri got news from their attorney Björn that their friends in Italy have a serious legal situation and need help. So they will travel to Italy and meet Emilia’s warm family, and especially their grandfather, Emilio, who has a problem. His documents were stolen from the attorney's office, and he wants to have them back before there is a new war. Kim and Daniele will travel to Slovenia to investigate the case. Do they have any chance of saving the situation? 
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 Chapter 1

 

Kim and Lauri decorate an office

 

Kim was enjoying her life. She still had over two weeks of summer holiday left before returning to school, and the weather was marvelous. 

 

-Today I could begin to organize the office room, thought Kim, if only Lauri had time to come and help me with this. I’ll do the draft so it will be easier to decorate the room, and Lauri could review it and make some changes to it, if he likes. The furniture is so heavy that it would’ve been better to have thought about it all beforehand. 

 

Now I could call Lauri and ask him… 

 

-Hey Lauri, how are you? asked Kim.

-I'm good, how are you? replied Lauri.

-Yes, I'm fine, too. I have been thinking that we should have our own office, because we have so many cases nowadays. What do you think? 

-You’re right. But where would we find an office that would suit us? Also, offices are very expensive.

-Yes, I know, but remember, our sauna building has two guest rooms, and one of these is used as storage. My father decorated his office in a totally new style a couple of years ago, and the old furniture is stored there. Could you come and have a look please?

- Yes, of course, shall I come now? asked Lauri.

- Yes please, if you have time, said Kim.

-I’ll come over at once. Have you asked your father if we could use the room and the furniture?

-Yes, I have, and he would like us to use it.

- Oh that’s great, be there shortly.

 

 

-Let’s go to the sauna building, Kim says as Lauri arrives.

 

-Do you remember how fantastic the view is from the window?

-I'm not sure I’ve been to the room before, said Lauri.
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Illustration: Beautiful view from the new office

 

-Yes, maybe not. Kim unlocked the door and opened it to their new office. What do you think? Would it be a nice office for us?

- This is gorgeous! Are you sure that we can use it, as well as the furniture?

-Yes, we can. I have asked my dad. The furniture is a little old fashioned for us I think, its Chesterfield’s furniture, but I think we can make use of it.

I’ve done a draft of how we could organize the furniture. What do you think, asked Kim?

 

- Let me see, said Lauri?

-Here you go, said Kim? handing it over.

-It looks good. Hey, let's put the big old desk over here, by this wall. Then we would both have space to work at the same time, said Lauri.

-That sounds good. There seems to only be one office chair; we will have to buy another one? asked Lauri?

-I don't think that will be necessary. We have an office chair at our house, which we never use, so we could use that.

-Great. We have a very large carpet here, which we could put in the middle of the floor, under these custom chairs. 

 

-Over here we have a sofa, armchairs, and an oval table, said Lauri.

 

-Check out that really awesome lamp over there, and this handy desk where we can store all our client’s papers, you know, just in case we ever need something in hard copy.
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Illustration: Kin and Lauri were decorating their new office

 

 

A bookshelf, which we could put in the left corner. At the moment we don't have any books to put in there, but in future we might have some law books, etc.

 

- There are some paintings also, so we will need a hammer and nails.

-I brought these from the house.

-So let's begin decorating the room!
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Illustration: Kim and Lauri were decorating their new office

 

They decorated the room for a couple of hours, and were very pleased with the result. They were also very tired from all the hard work.  It was perfect for their first detective office.

-Some Coca-cola, or any cold drink, would be great right now, said Lauri.

-I’m glad you said that. At first I thought that we would have to organize a little catering corner for us, but I don’t think we need to.  Come and see the other guest room over here. There’s a mini kitchen with a kettle, fridge and cutlery.
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Illustration: Kim and Lauri were looking at their mini kitchen

 

-Wow, we have everything we need here. 

-It seems we do.

 

 

[image: Kim ja LAuri juovat limskaa uudessa toimistossa.jpg]

 

Illustration: Kim and Lauri enjoyed their drinks

 

-My dad has promised to order us a brass sign, once we figure out what name we will use for our detective office.

-You’ve really thought about everything.

-Hm. Let's sit down on our new sofa and think about a good name.

They both went to the sofa and started to brain storm ideas.

-How about: "Detective Office, Kim and Lauri"? Or “Detectives Andersson and Johansson” or “Detectives K&L”.

-We can think about it for a couple of days before we decide.

-Yes. We don't have to hurry to choose a name.

-After our decorating, I can make a list of what else we need. Then, I will ask my mom if we have the items at home, or if we need to go to Ikea and buy them.

 

-I have been so keen on this decorating that I forgot to tell you a very important detail. Has Björn spoken to you?

-No, I haven't seen him for a couple days at the office, why?

-He called me. Do you remember last summer when we met Emilia and her family in Spain? 

-Yes, I remember. We played golf and had fantastic dinners together, their family, your family, ours and Björn's family. We had such a good time together.

-Yes, we did. Your dad, my dad, and Björn and Emilia's dad had a golfing vacation together later in the fall. So they became very good friends.

-Yes, my dad mentions it often.

-So what I wanted to tell you, Emilia´s dad, Claudio, called Björn, to speak about a terrible situation they are going through at the moment.

-What’s happening there?

-Their grandfather, Emilio, lost the attachments to his will and asked us to come to Italy to help him find them.

-They have to be very important if they need us to go to find those documents. Do you know more about them?

-It's a secret, but he emphasized that finding these documents is crucial.

-Where do they live?

-They live in a small town called Gorizia, in Italy. It's actually near the border of Slovenia.

-And we’re supposed to fly there?

-Yes. For you it should be a part of your training, and I may have to take off from school if we are not back home when school starts again. I will also have to ask my parent´s permission.

-Okay, I see. When will we begin our travels? Soon, I suppose?

-I don't know, we have to ask Björn.

-Could we call Björn now? I will put it on loud speaker.
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Illustration: Kim call Björn their lawyer

 

Kim called Björn, and he answered quickly.
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