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The Yetiad (Yeti on the Earth
plain)

When the
virus on the Continuum plain first took hold, all the species on
the various parallel plains outside earth were affected. For some
the effect was worse almost wiping out creatures that otherwise
would have an infinite lifespan in a human’s timeframe. For some
Project Earth was too little too late; the artificial production of
blood using humans to self-generate a key component of their
immortality, a component that had been rendered impotent on the
Continuum plain by the virus. In frustration and desperation they
began to force their way across and through on to the earth plain
to seek the life-giving blood in defiance of the Continuum
council.

What
these creatures were unaware of or simply did not care about was
that visitation to the earth plain required treatment and
preparation beforehand. This would ensure that they did not take or
transmit the virus across on to the earth plain rendering the
project a failure. The other reason was that earth’s atmosphere
changed them and not for the better. It brought out the base
instincts of many creatures, instincts that existed in their early
development millennia ago. The result was normally kind, gentle and
quiescent creatures were turned into angry, sometimes murderous
alter-egos. A number passed though unprepared 1000s of years ago
from warmer plains to similar climates here on earth, becoming the
basis for creatures of Earth’s Greek myths.

The
Yetiad, whose name was shortened on the earth plain to Yeti by
Tibetan locals, conversely originated from cold, subzero climates
an environment that seemed to accelerate the impact of the virus on
their home plain. One such Yeti was a member of the research team
that worked with Project Earth’s director, Max Von Konstein in the
creation of earth millions of earth years ago. As the virus claimed
its early victims, this Yeti anticipated the dangers to it and its
family and they escaped the virus by slipping through a breach on
to the earth plain where they would stay until Project Earth was
fully functional and meeting the needs of Continuum. As a
researcher in the team the Yeti ensured that it and its family were
suitably prepared before they left their own plain of existence.
The Yeti’s chosen breach was carefully targeted through to an
environment that by and large mirrored its own plain of existence.
That breach appeared amongst the Himalayan Mountains several
thousand years earlier and the family of the Yeti passed through it
and had remained there ever since, waiting, keeping their presence
a secret only communing with the local Tibetan elders mentally when
necessary.

There
are two key components of the Yeti’s immortality, blood being one
and the Soma plant being the other. The Soma plant is indigenous to
the Yeti’s home plain and not earth. The Yeti anticipated this when
it moved to the earth plain by bringing several cultivated plants
with them. Harvesting seed from the plant has ensured a steady
supply of the Soma plant since, but its existence has become part
of human myth over the years, almost as much as the Yeti itself.
Its so-called healing properties and ability to prolong life has in
recent times been enough to tempt large western pharmaceutical
companies to mount expeditions to try and find the plant with the
objective of turning it into the most profitable drug on the
planet.


The1950’s sees a number of countries testing bombs in the
pacific that were instrumental in bringing about a number of new,
manmade breaches around the world. One such breach has occurred
again high amongst the Himalayan Mountains. Noted and acted upon by
the Continuum council, the breach is closed quickly, but not before
a single Yeti passes through, though unprepared. The council
informs the Project Earth director and representative on earth, Max
Von Konstein of the breach and fearing what the Yeti might do to
unwary expeditions, they ask for his help and that of his part
human, part vampire friend, Dr Robert Maldron. Meanwhile
mountaineers on planet earth continue to explore the highest place
on planet earth for the Soma plant, the Yeti’s existence or simply
for the challenge only this time the risk is much higher and the
one time Yeti myth is now a very real one.




Professor Eleanor Steed

New York University School of Medicine

"Is that
the new York school of medicine? I am trying to contact Professor
Eleanor Steed. My name is Gould, Everett Gould." There was a brief
silence on the other end of the line.

"This is
Eleanor Steed speaking. I am afraid you have me at a disadvantage,"
came the reply. Eleanor Steed is the head of medical research at
New York University School of medicine. Her role primarily is the
running of the department’s research for the universities rare
diseases and remedies. Her specialism is in botany and the
potential use of nature’s plants in producing such cures; namely,
the discovery of new plant species with the powers of recuperation.
The University has close links with private sector organisations
with similar interests who are willing to fund and pay high
commissions for research projects that might yield high investment
returns through new improved medicines. At 38 years old, Eleanor
Steed is the youngest professor in her field. She is a keen swimmer
and cyclist, something that she promoted daily as it helps her to
maintain a level of fitness that allows her to take field
commissions from time to time. The University frowns on such
activities at her seniority of grade, but at the same time it has
gained valuable recognition and much needed revenue and investment
from her activities. Her most recent contribution was to the
success of Jonas Salk's discovery of the polio vaccine. A recent
diagnosis of a medical condition of her own though had robbed her
of her strength from time-to-time. Ironic now that she should be
looking for possible cures that she herself needed. For now it
suited her to keep her condition a secret from her employer and any
potential sponsor.

"Ah
Professor, so good to finally speak to you, I represent the Dakin
Foundation," Gould continued. Eleanor sat back in her chair
contemplatively. The Dakin Foundation was a name she was familiar
with, though its ethics were questionable. The University had
partnered with the foundation before successfully with another part
of the faculty. She had personally chosen to keep her distance
though.
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