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The van slowly backed into position finally stopping near the edge of the loading dock.  A few museum staff eagerly waited to unload the latest artifacts that arrived on loan from Rome. The driver, accompanied by a security guard, opened the rear doors and the unloading began. Carefully three large wooden crates were removed and placed on flat pallets aided by equally sized furniture dollies. The staff, one each, wheeled each crate into a huge warehouse adjacent to the loading dock.  Each wooden crate cracked and squeaked as the tops stubbornly held their position while staff members attempted to separate nail from wood. As the wooden edges inched upward they suddenly came loose one after the other, splinters and wood chips sailing into the air. Firmly wrapped and protected, the first crate cradled several eating bowls, drinking cups, and water jars. The second crate, when unwrapped, yielded a mosaic wall décor. Marble pieces of white, black basalt and various colors of stone and glass formed the shape of a dog pointing its nose at the sky. This howling position, pointed ears showed the majestic animal in highest regard. The final crate housed a steel box that needed a special key to unlock. The lead staff member (Senior Director of Arts Garrison Gainley) gently lifted the box out of the crate and held it in his hands for a moment. His eyes fixed onto the box with astonishment and excitement. His enthusiasm of intrigue was as if he were holding a crown jewel for royalty.  Garrison loved the ancient artifact more than life itself. He often alienated his friends and family for the sheer thrill of the mysterious past. He missed his daughter’s birthday party three times for new exciting deliveries. He forgot his anniversary several times because of exhibit preparations, and don’t even mention his wife’s birthday. Garrison committed his whole life to the display of art and the wonders of history. More often than not he was also a little overbearing to those around him. 
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