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This book follows on from my previous works on place names in Gippsland. Consequently there is some duplication between this and some of my earlier works, especially where the Princes Highway passes through the Gippsland region. This work is linear and can be followed progressively from front to back or vice versa, as you travel along the highway. Readers will note that a number of.towns are now bypassed and I have included most of the towns that are now off the realigned highway. 

The route in Melbourne is clearcut but in Sydney it has been continually changing. I have taken the route here as that designated in the Explore Australia (Penguin, Ringwood) edition of 1996. Readers who wish to pursue the origins of suburbs on the other routes should consult Ken Anderson's Sydney's Suburbs how and why they were named, (Kangaroo Press, Sydney 1989).

As a general rule I have included places of Aboriginal interest, however where no information is available at all on an Aboriginal name the place has been omitted. See Aboriginal notes for more detail.

(Not applicable for eBook) Finally I have standardised the apostrophes in the book by omitting them from all names. 

I would like to thank Molly Palmer for her help on Bosses Swamp origins and Emma Gardner, Marg Gardner, Bob Williams, Janice Morphett and Rhonda Miller for their reading suggestions and corrections.

Illustrations from the Author's collection, M.Gardner and with help from Graeme Deveson.  
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P.D.Gardner May 2001. (eBook 2022) 
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Melbourne and Suburbs  
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Melbourne 

The city of Melbourne was named by Governor Bourke [1777-1855] in 1837 after Lord Melbourne [1779-1848] then Prime Minister of England. The Aboriginal name for this place was Dutigalla. Originally known as Bearbrass Melbourne hosted the 1956 Olympic Games.  

Yarra River

An Aboriginal name meaning ‘flowing’ or ‘ever flowing’. According to Massola this is one of the many examples of misinterpretation that occurred when early Europeans asked Aboriginals for their place names. When J.H. Wedge asked an Aboriginal boy the name of the river he misunderstood the question and replied that the river was ‘ever flowing’.  

St. Kilda

Named by Superintendent C.J. La Trobe in 1842 after the yacht 'Lady of St.Kilda' trading between Port Philip and Tasmania. The yacht in turn was named after the island in the Outer Hebrides. The Aboriginal name for this place was euroyuroke meaning place of the sandstone. The early aviator Harry Hawker [1889-1921] was born here. 

Prahran

Corrupted from the Aboriginal word purraran which supposedly meant ‘land partly surrounded by water’. Surveyed by Hoddle, whom Blake claims spelt the name incorrectly, in 1840. Became a city in 1879.

Armadale

Most likely derived from the name of the mansion of James Munro [1832-1908], premier of Victoria from 1890 to 1892, which in turn was named after the place of the same name in Scotland. Munro and his family and friends were deeply involved in the shenanigans and crooked land dealings of the 1880s which are clearly depicted in Michael Cannon's The Land Boomers.

Caulfield

Known for its racing track and horse race in October. Either named after Baron Caulfield of Ireland or builder John Caulfield who arrived in Melbourne in 1837. The latter may have been the same person as Les Blake's John Caulfield who was a valuer for Melbourne City Council in the 1840s.

Carnegie 

The name for the railway station chosen in 1904. Blake claims that it was named after Armenian Oil and Steel magnate Andrew Carnegie [1835-1919].

Murrumbeena 

From the Aboriginal word with various attributed meanings including ‘belonging to you’, ‘welcome’, 'place of frogs' and you’. Take your Pick. Also spelt mirrambeena.

Oakleigh

The 1953 village of Hoddle's named after the place of the same name in England. 

Clayton

Named after an early settler of that name and the home of Monash University.

Springvale

Descriptive of freshwater springs found here.  

Noble Park

Named by Alan Frank Buckley after his son Noble.
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Princes Bridge over Yarra about 1900
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Dandenong to Genoa 
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Dandenong 

An Aboriginal word spelt variously Dan-y-nong, Tanjenong, and Tangenong and meaning lofty or lofty mountain. First settler was Joseph Hawdon who took up a run here in 1837. The Native Police camp was established north of here in 1837 and known as Narre Warren. It was abandoned in 1854.

Doveton 

After Frances Doveton, Commissioner of the Central Goldfields, warden and magistrate.

Hallam 

After storekeeper William Hallam.

Fountain Gate 

Descriptive. An estate name with a promoter’s publicity gimmick at the entrance of the real estate development.

Narre Warren 

An Aboriginal word adopted in 1841. Aboriginal Protector G.A. Robinson [1788-1866] considered the name a corruption of Daana Warree meaning hilly country, whilst Blake though the name naree naree woran meant 'no good water’. Also spelt nar-ree worran.  

Berwick 

Readers have a choice between Berwick-on-Tweed the home of first settler Robert Gardiner or the birthplace of Robert Bain owner of Berwick's Border Hotel.  

Beaconsfield

After Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfield (1804- 1881) who according to Kennedy's Australian Place Names “died in 1881 on the day a deputation called on the Victorian Minister of Railway asking for a station to be built at this place".

Officer

After local settlers.
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