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Faithful Builders in a Growing Church

Priscilla and Aquila stand as vital figures in the narrative of the early Christian church. While their names appear only a few times in the New Testament, the depth of their contributions becomes clear when examined closely. This chapter explores their expulsion from Rome, their settlement in Corinth, and how their faithfulness and adaptability laid the foundation for a life of impactful ministry.

Expulsion from Rome

Priscilla and Aquila’s story begins in Rome, a bustling metropolis and the heart of the Roman Empire. They were Jewish Christians, likely converted during the early spread of the Gospel, and were part of a diverse and growing community of believers. Acts 18:2 records a pivotal moment in their lives: "Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome." This decree, issued around 49 CE, forced thousands of Jews—including Priscilla and Aquila—to abandon their homes, businesses, and communities.

The expulsion decree arose from unrest among the Jewish population in Rome, which Roman historians attribute to disputes over "Chrestus," likely a reference to Christ. For Priscilla and Aquila, this meant leaving behind a life they had built and stepping into uncertainty. As refugees, they faced challenges of displacement, economic instability, and the social stigma associated with being both Jewish and Christian in a predominantly pagan world.
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