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The Fateful Sneeze

The sun peeked over the Whispering Peaks, painting the sky in brilliant shades of orange and pink. Ignatius the Magnificent, the mightiest dragon in all the land, stirred from his slumber. As he stretched his enormous wings, he felt an odd tickle in the back of his throat.

"Ah-ah-ACHOO!" The sneeze echoed through the mountains, sending birds scattering from their perches. Ignatius blinked, surprised by the force of it. He cleared his throat, ready to let out his trademark earth-shaking roar to greet the day.

But when he opened his mouth, all that came out was a tiny, squeaky, "Peep!"

Ignatius's eyes widened in shock. He tried again. "Peep!" And again. "Peep! Peep! Peep!"

Panic set in as the mighty dragon realized his powerful roar was gone. In its place was this embarrassing little squeak that wouldn't scare a mouse, let alone command respect from the other dragons.

"Pip! Pip, where are you?" Ignatius called out in his new, squeaky voice.

From a nearby rock, a small fire salamander poked its head out. "Good morning, Ignatius! Why are you whispering?"
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