
  
    [image: Tarnished Valentine]
  


  
    
      Tarnished Valentine

      DARK SAPPHIC ROMANCE

      
        VALENTINE CLAIM SERIES

        BOOK TWO

      

    

    
      
        WEST GREENE

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright ©January 2025 by West Greene

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

      Formatting: Tiff Writes Romance

      Cover Design: Tiff Writes Romance

      Editing: Tiff Writes Romance

      Proofreading: Kimberly Peterson

    

  


  
    
      For Riley, my reason for everything that I do.

      

      For readers who asked for more sapphic romance, this is for you.

      

      And for those who live a little psychopathy to go with their romances.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Note from the Author:

          

        

      

    

    
      This book contains situations and elements that some readers may not find tolerable. These include stalking, kidnapping, use of chloroform, psychopathy, mentions of previous child neglect, and mentions of previous emotional abuse.

      If you have any questions about this book before diving in, please reach out to me via Instagram, Facebook, or my email, authorwestgreene@gmail.com.

      If you decide to continue reading from here, happy reading!
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        Raine

      

      

      Gatlin slid me a milkshake before he dropped his bag onto the floor and took a seat across from me. He was my tutor this semester, and I was hoping he could do better than my previous tutors had. I didn’t learn the same way other people did, which made it difficult for me to follow along in class with any subject. And most people didn’t have the patience to break something down or explain it in different ways until I grasped the subject.

      I wasn’t dumb. I just learned differently. It was everyone else that was the problem. Not everyone learned the same way.

      “I got you chocolate. Hope that’s okay?” he asked, jerking his chin in the direction of the milkshake.

      “Um, yeah,” I said, frowning. “Is this something you usually do?” Gatlin and I had only really spoken through a couple of phone calls and some emails to get things arranged for our tutoring sessions. This was our first face-to-face meeting, though everyone knew who he was considering he was dating the campus heartthrob-slash-asshole, Finn Trivelis.

      He shook his head. “Nah. I wanted a milkshake, so I figured I’d grab you one too while I was at it. Thought it might be rude to be slurping on a milkshake while you’ve got nothing.”

      My brows furrowed, and my chest tightened at his kindness. I wasn’t used to kindness. “That’s oddly thoughtful. Thanks.”

      Gatlin smiled at me before leaning down to grab his bag. I watched as he rummaged around in his bag, pulling out a notebook, a pencil, and a red ink pen. I took a moment to really take him in now that I was seeing him in person rather than through a phone or computer screen. He was a good looking guy with messy brown hair, warm chocolate eyes, and a sort of androgynous look about him. I’d heard most people used to avoid him, but now, they flocked to him.

      Couldn’t really blame them. Gatlin glowed like a full moon on an otherwise pitch-black night. Rumor was, he used to hide and keep to himself, but since he’d started dating Finn, he’d come out of his shell.

      There wasn’t a single soul in school who didn’t know who he was and who his boyfriend was. Gatlin and his boyfriend were one of those it couples. Gatlin was practically a fucking genius, and his boyfriend was extremely popular and also a bit of an asshole. They were polar opposites, but they worked. Hell, there was a whole Instagram fan account dedicated to the two of them.

      It was weird.

      “So, you mentioned you need a lot of help with English and math, right?” Gatlin asked. When I nodded, he tapped his pen against the table like it was a nervous tick instead of him being impatient with me. I was pretty good at picking up on the differences considering my grandmother, the woman who’d raised me after my mom went to prison for drug running when I was a kid, was a cruel and impatient woman.

      Leaving home for college hadn’t happened fast enough.

      “Do you have your textbooks with you? We’ll start with English today.”

      I leaned over and grabbed my textbook out of my backpack and set it on the table. I flipped open to where we were currently at in class, and turned the book toward him. He nodded and leaned in, immediately getting to work on breaking everything down for me in a way no one else ever had before.

      My shoulders relaxed a bit as I took notes while he explained and broke things down further for me.

      Maybe I had a chance of graduating college yet.
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        * * *

      

      “Baby, it’s damn near six,” a rough voice spoke from above us.

      I flinched back from where I’d been hovered over my assignment. Gatlin tipped his head up from his phone and smiled at Finn, who was looming over our table. The man was intimidating, to say the least. He was tall and muscular with dark hair and equally as dark eyes. And the way he tracked every single move Gatlin made was predatory.

      “Is it already?” Gatlin looked at his phone again, frowning. Then, he looked at me with a sheepish smile. “If you finish that and send me a picture later, I can look over it and tell you what’s wrong and what’s not.”

      I shook my head. I didn’t want him to have to work outside of our scheduled time. As it was, we’d already gone way over today. Tutoring was only supposed to last an hour, but somehow, we were going on two.

      “This isn’t due until Friday,” I told him. “We can just look over it on Thursday before we dive into math?”

      “Sure,” he said, standing. Finn was already packing Gatlin’s stuff into his bag, his impatience clear. I swallowed thickly, nervous as hell. I did not want to be on Finn’s bad side—I’d heard what happened to people who ended up on the wrong side of him—and I needed Gatlin to be able to tutor me. He was the only tutor I’d ever had that could break things down enough for me to easily understand.
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