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      For curious kids everywhere who ask big questions—keep searching for truth!

    

  


  
    
      To my favorite little detectives:

      Gabriel, Naomi, Luca, Emery, and Ezra—and any other precious children God may bless us with

      This mystery story is for YOU! Just like Paul searched for voices in stereos, you're searching for answers to life's biggest questions. Keep investigating, keep wondering, keep asking—because the greatest Discovery of all is waiting for you!

      To Lilya, my wonderful wife,

      Thank you for encouraging Daddy to share this adventure with kids everywhere.

      

      To every young explorer reading this book,

      Get ready to solve the most amazing mystery ever! The Voice behind everything has been calling your name since before you were born.

      Are you ready to meet Him?

      His name is Jesus! [image: bullseye]
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          A DAD'S SPECIAL LETTER TO YOU

        

      

    

    
      Hey there, Super Curious Kid!

      Do you ever ask questions that make grown-ups' eyes get REALLY big? Questions like "Why is the sky blue?" or "How do fish breathe underwater?" or "Does God really love ME?"

      If you just nodded your head "YES!" then you and I are going to be great friends! Let me tell you why I wrote this book - it's a pretty AMAZING story!

      I have five wonderful children—Gabriel (he's the oldest), then Naomi, Luca, Emery, and Ezra. One day I was reading a book by my friend Dr. Timothy, and it made me realize something super important: I needed to tell my children (and kids like you!) the true story of how I found God.

      You see, when I was a little boy, just like you, I had SO many questions about God and life. I wondered things like:

      •	Why are we here?

      •	Is God real?

      •	Does He love me?

      •	What makes life special?

      My dad (your grandpa to my kids) was amazing. Every morning at 4 o'clock, he would wake up REALLY early. It was still SUPER dark outside and even the roosters were still sleeping! He would tiptoe quietly into our bedrooms and pray for each of us while we were sleeping.

      I would sometimes peek one eye open and listen. He would whisper things like, "God, please help Paul know You and love You. Don't let him go. Do whatever it takes to bring him to You."

      Those prayers were like invisible seeds that God planted in my heart! I didn't know it then, but those 4 AM prayers were going to change my whole life!

      

      Why I'm Telling You This Story

      I realized that my children needed more than just my prayers (though I pray for them too!). They needed to hear the whole story of how their dad went from being a confused little boy who took apart stereos to a man who knows God personally.

      You know what? Other kids need to hear this story too. That's you!

      Some grown-ups think kids shouldn't ask hard questions about God. They think you should just believe what you're told without wondering why. But I think that's wrong! God MADE you curious. He LOVES your questions. Every "Why?" and "How?" and "What if?" is a gift He gave you.

      God used my questions to help me learn more about Him and love Him even more! Like building with blocks, each question I asked and each answer God gave me made my faith taller and stronger. God never got tired of my questions—He loved helping me understand His amazing love better!

      

      What Makes This Book Special

      This isn't a make-believe story or a fairy tale. This is the true story of my real life—how I went from not knowing God to becoming His friend forever. It's like a treasure map that shows you how I found the greatest treasure ever: knowing Jesus personally!

      My friend Dr. Timothy helped me see that kids today are hearing lots of confusing things about God. Some people say:

      •	"All religions are the same" (they're not!)

      •	"There are many ways to God" (there's only one!)

      •	"You have to be super good to earn God's love" (you don't!)

      I want you to know the truth, and I want to show you how God helped me discover His amazing love by answering my questions and showing me the wonderful Answer I was looking for—Jesus!

      

      A Special Note

      If your mom or dad is reading this with you, that's wonderful! Parents, this book will help you have great conversations with your kids about God's amazing love.

      

      My Promise to You

      As you read this book, I promise you'll discover:

      •	It's okay to ask big questions about God

      •	God isn't hiding from you—He wants to be found!

      •	The emptiness you sometimes feel has a purpose

      •	Jesus is the answer to life's biggest mystery

      •	You can know God personally, not just know about Him

      So grab a cozy spot, maybe a snack, and get ready for an adventure! We're going to travel together from the time I was six years old taking apart stereos all the way to discovering that the Voice I was searching for had been calling my name all along.

      His name is Jesus, and He's been waiting to meet you too!

      Are you ready? Let's go!

      With love and excitement for your journey,

      Paul (A dad who found the Answer and wants you to find Him too!)

      

      "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these" - Jesus (Mark 10:14)

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

          THE MYSTERY THAT STARTED EVERYTHING

        

      

    

    
      CRASH! went my dad's brand-new stereo as I carefully took it apart with his screwdriver.

      "PAUL!" came his voice from the kitchen. "What are you DOING?!"

      "I'm looking for the people, Dad!" I called back, surrounded by wires and plastic pieces. "The singing people! They have to be in here somewhere!"

      Have you ever been SO curious about something that you just HAD to find out the answer, even if it got you in trouble? That's exactly how I felt when I was six years old, and that curiosity led me on the most AMAZING adventure of my entire life!

      But here's the crazy part—what I was looking for was NEVER where I thought it would be. And the answer I finally found was bigger and more wonderful than anything I could have imagined!

      That stereo was just like my whole life. I was always taking things apart, always looking for answers, always wondering, "What's behind all of this? What makes everything work? Why are we here?"

      

      The Hungry Heart

      Have you ever felt empty inside, even when your tummy is full? Like something is missing but you don't know what it is? Everyone feels this way sometimes—kids AND grown-ups!

      A very wise person discovered that every person has a "God-shaped space" in their heart. It's like having a special puzzle piece missing, and only God can fill that space perfectly. You might try to fill it with other things—toys, games, being popular, getting good grades—but nothing else quite fits.

      That's what I discovered in my journey, and that's what I want to share with you!

      

      Who This Book Is For

      If you have lots of questions: That's wonderful! I had tons of questions too. Questions like "Is God real?" and "Why do bad things happen?" and "How do I know what's true?" This book will show you how God answers your questions and builds your faith stronger!

      If you already know about God: Amazing! This book will help you understand Him even better and show you how knowing God as your friend makes life the best adventure ever.

      If you're not sure what you believe: That's okay too! This book tells the true story of how God helped me understand His love and how He wants to be your friend forever too.

      

      The Amazing Discovery

      After years of searching—through different religions, through being good, through asking endless questions—I discovered something incredible. What I was looking for wasn't a thing or an idea. It was a PERSON.

      Remember how I couldn't find the singers inside the stereo? Years later, when I was working in a recording studio, I finally understood. The voices were never IN the stereo. They were in the studio, speaking into microphones. The stereo was just bringing their voices to me!

      In the same way, the meaning of life isn't hidden in any of life's "stereos"—not in being successful, not in having lots of friends, not even in being really good at something. The Voice we're all listening for is calling to us from "behind the microphone," and His name is Jesus!

      

      What You'll Find in This Book

      In this book, you'll discover:

      •	Why you were made to ask questions

      •	How different people search for God

      •	Why Christianity is different from every other religion

      •	How God uses even our mistakes to teach us

      •	The amazing moment when I finally met God personally

      •	How you can know God as your very best friend

      Each chapter tells part of my true story, starting when I was just about your age. You'll meet my friends who believed different things, see the mistakes I made, and discover how God was calling to me the whole time—even when I didn't know it!

      

      The Amazing Truth

      Here's what I discovered on my adventure: God is real, He loves you like crazy, and He wants to be your best friend forever!

      The coolest part? You don't have to be perfect or do anything special to earn His love. He already loves you just because you're YOU!

      

      A Special Promise

      If you read this whole book, I promise you'll meet the most amazing Person who ever lived. You'll see that believing in God isn't silly or just for grown-ups. You'll discover that faith and thinking work together, not against each other.

      Most importantly, you'll find out that the God you might be looking for has actually been looking for YOU all along! He's not playing hide-and-seek. He WANTS to be found. He wants to be your friend forever.

      

      How to Read This Book

      Read it yourself or ask a grown-up to read with you. There are fun questions at the end of each chapter—answer the ones you like!

      

      Ready to Discover God's Amazing Love?

      CRASH! The stereo is in pieces! But this isn't about breaking things apart—it's about discovering how God puts everything together perfectly!

      Come with me as I share how God answered all my questions and showed me His incredible love. You'll learn how God builds strong faith, not by taking things away, but by showing you the most wonderful truth ever!
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