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Calvinism emerged in Europe during the Protestant Reformation in the early 1500s. For over a thousand years, the Catholic Church held tremendous religious and political power. Catholicism was the official belief and practice. They considered all those who spoke against its teachings to be heretics.

The Catholic Inquisition operated like a Church court. They investigated heretics and put them on trial. During these trials, the accused were required to recant their statements in public, retracting what they had previously expressed or written. If they recanted, they then had to repent for opposing the Church. If they repented, they received punishment and had to perform a penance to atone for their "heresy."

Penance — or payment — varied from case to case. Sometimes the punishment for "heresy" was harsh. Other times it was simpler. It depended on the severity of their actions. Some people had to do acts of kindness toward others. Others were required to repeat ten Hail Marys, showing respect to the Virgin Mary. Some could abstain from a favorite food or drink or sacrifice something they loved. After completing their penance, the priest forgave them. Then, the Church watched them closely to make sure they didn't return to their "heretical" beliefs.

If they wouldn't recant and repent, they were excommunicated and handed over to the state for punishment. Their consequences included imprisonment, beheading, or being burned to death. 

The Church was continuing to follow Old Testament practices. People had to continue using the priest as their mediator to God to receive forgiveness for their sins. They were also required to pay a penalty to return to God's good graces.

The Protestant Reformation began in 1517. Many people separated from the Catholic Church because they disagreed with its method of obtaining forgiveness. They established various Protestant churches. Previously, no one had dared to oppose or speak out against the Church, fearing imprisonment, excommunication, public shaming, or even worse — death.

Everyone agreed that Jesus died as the sacrificial Lamb. They all believed that God split the curtain at the entrance to the Holy of Holies. It became ripped from top to bottom, showing that only God could have done it. They were also in agreement that animal sacrifices were no longer required.

Before Jesus died, only priests could approach the altar as mediators. The Church continued this practice, saying confessions still had to be made to the priest to receive forgiveness. They weren't allowing the people to approach God themselves.

Many disagreed and argued that the torn curtain means we all have access to God. We can simply pray directly to our Father and ask to be forgiven in Jesus' name, because through His death, Jesus became our High Priest. They believed Jesus is our new mediator, and we no longer have to pay a penance. All that's required for forgiveness is repentance to our Father and anyone we've hurt.

Most feared excommunication because the priest would deny them all sacraments, including the Lord's Supper. They were told that if excommunicated people didn't show signs of repentance before death, they couldn't enter heaven.

People believed that if the priest didn't give them the bread and wine, then God wouldn't forgive their sins. The Church refused to hold a funeral for any excommunicated person, claiming they weren't worthy of one. They said these people went to Purgatory or hell if they hadn't returned to the good graces of God before dying.

Everyone was being charged mandatory dues, taxes, and a 10% tithe. People who couldn't pay were threatened with excommunication. The parishioners were charged for marriages and baptisms. The reformers thought the Church was taking too much money from them. They felt everyone should give as they were able, without being forced to pay.

Many people believed the leaders were fleecing the flock by collecting massive amounts of money from everyone. People saw the leaders living high on the hog and wallowing in luxury. They built many enormous and elaborate churches. Meanwhile, many parishioners were struggling financially. They were drowning in debt and barely able to feed their families.

The Church said that evil people go to hell, and pious people enter heaven. They also believed in Purgatory, which they described as a hellish type of prison. The curably wicked people went here to be cleansed before entering heaven.

They said the souls in Purgatory are mostly worthy of heaven. However, they need a celestial boot camp of sorts to remove self-love and other imperfections before they can enter heaven. The reformers believed Jesus said to love our neighbor as we love ourselves, so since Jesus taught self-love, there would be no need to remove it.

The Church portrayed that people can pay off God. They claimed God accepts money as penance for sins. They said people can help their deceased loved ones enter heaven more quickly by purchasing a letter of indulgence. The Pope hired Grand Commissioners to sell these letters to parishioners.

Parishioners were told that a small donation provided some relief from pain and suffering in Purgatory. A larger donation shortened their time there. However, an enormous gift gave their loved one immediate entry into heaven.

Many people thought this was hogwash. They believed the Church was fleecing the flock. They said the leaders did not have the power to reprieve, shorten, or release souls from Purgatory. The reformers believed that if the Pope or priests had this power, they should, out of genuine love, release every suffering soul without collecting money to do so.

The Church devised another scheme to fleece the flock. They sold future letters of indulgence to parishioners, claiming this would ensure the living people's passage into heaven. They insisted that the parishioners wouldn't have to enter purgatory. Everyone could be as filthy as pigs, and all they had to do was present their letter of passage at the Pearly Gates. The Church claimed this letter granted people immediate entry to heaven.

Many people said that we cannot buy eternal life. They believed that repentance for sins and love for God are the only ways to heaven. The sale of indulgences was the straw that broke the camel's back. People's anger had been simmering for years. This new fleecing fueled their fury, prompting massive protests. They left the Church and started their own churches. This marked the start of the Protestant Reformation.

The Church banned the sale of indulgences in 1563. However, they had betrayed the people's trust. The damage was done. It was too late. Those who had separated would never trust them again. The printing press was invented in 1450. Anyone who opposed the Church made copies, created pamphlets, and distributed their beliefs.

Martin Luther was a well-known Protestant reformer. He had been a priest, but he opposed the Church on many issues. He wrote out his 95 disagreements. Some said he nailed his thesis to the door of the Catholic Church. Luther's disagreements and beliefs spread like wildfire across the country, and the Lutheran religion was born.

Luther didn't believe in purgatory, but only in heaven and hell. He believed God predestined some people to heaven but did not predestine anyone to hell. His primary belief was that works played no role in a person's salvation. He said people can have salvation only if God intervenes and saves them. However, he believed that saved people will show visible righteous works.

John Calvin was another reformer who tweaked Luther's teachings. He started his strict predestination-only doctrine in Geneva, Switzerland. He founded many churches with the help of his missionaries and spread his doctrine throughout Europe.

Calvin emphasized a wrathful, rule-oriented, unreachable God. He believed salvation is a gift from God, but it depends on predestination. Calvin taught that before anyone was born, God predestined a select few people to go to heaven.

He said that before creating the world, God watched a fast-forward video of sorts and foresaw everyone's future behavior. Then, God predestined each soul for heaven or hell. Calvin envisions God as now sitting on His throne, watching the play-by-play, real, live-action streaming. He didn't specify whether God was enjoying a soda and a bucket of popcorn as well.

Calvin preached that nobody has the free will to love God. He portrayed God as the puppeteer who orchestrates all events, and we are the puppets doing only what God foresaw. He said we can't change God's video and have no choice regarding our destiny.

According to Calvin, if someone is God's elect, then at His appointed time, God will force them to love Him. He will transform their hardened hearts into soft, crying, and malleable ones. Calvin said this forceful intervention is an expression of God's grace.

John Calvin fleeced his flock. He gave his poison to drink the moment he started preaching his opinions. He became a tyrant and judged God by the coin in his own pocket. Calvin preached God to be a cruel, judgmental, punishing, critical, unloving, unforgiving, austere, and tyrannical Spirit. He pictured Father as one who wakes up every morning, turns on His zapper machine, and starts zapping His children.
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​~ Burnt Offerings ~ 
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John Calvin interpreted the Bible and established Calvinism. He believed he was 100% correct and refused to admit he could be wrong. He thought he was the only person who had God's truth.
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