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Northwest Indiana Day Trips

A Tourism Guidebook and Travel Guide

Road Trip Indiana Series

Paul Wonning

Description

Road Trips in Northwest Indiana

Take a fun tour through the rich history of Indiana using Northwest Indiana Day Trips as your guidebook. This tourism guide will help visitors find all the historical treasures in south central Indiana.

Northwest Indiana Cities and Towns

Northwest Indiana Day Trips Indiana has some wonderful cities and towns ranging from charming small towns like Rensselaer, La Porte and Michigan City to larger cities like Lafayette, and Gary. Each of these towns and cities has many things to do for your family as it explores the regions roads and highways. 

Northwest Indiana Wineries

Northwest Indiana Day Trips Indiana has several interesting wineries that produce some fascinating wines. 

Northwest Indiana Day Trips Indiana State and Local Parks

The region has several state parks and forests including Prophetstown State Park and Tippecanoe State Park. 

Northwest Indiana Museums and Historic Sites

Explorers in the area can stage a day trip to learn the region's rich history by visiting the museums and markers located in the various cities and towns of Northwest Indiana Day Trips Indiana. Many host interesting family events that are fun and educational

The counties included in this historical travel book include:

Benton County

Jasper County

Lake County

LaPorte County

Porter County

Pulaski County

Tippecanoe County

White County

––––––––

[image: ]


Other Books in this Series

South Central Indiana Day Trips

Southwest Indiana Day Trips

East Central Indiana Day Trips

Central Indiana Day Trips

West Central Indiana Day Trips

Northeast Indiana Day Trips

North Central Indiana Day Trips

Northwest Indiana Day Trips
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Northwest Indiana Day Trips

Published Paul R. Wonning

Copyright 2016 by Paul R. Wonning
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If you would like email notification of when new installments of

this series are available, email the author for inclusion in the subscription list.

Paul R. Wonning

mossyfeetbooks@gmail.com
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Benton County
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County Seat - Fowler

Area - 406.51 sq mi

Population - 8,613 (2017)

Founded - February 18, 1840

Named for- Senator Thomas H. Benton

County Government

Benton County Courthouse 

706 E 5th Street

Fowler IN 47944

https://www.bentoncounty.in.gov

Tourism Information

Visit Benton County

https://www.bentoncounty.in.gov/visit

Benton County Fairgrounds

27443 West State Road 352

Boswell, IN

(765) 869-5388

https://www.facebook.com/BentonCountyINFair/

Thumbnail History

The Indiana General Assembly created Benton County on February 18, 1840, naming it for Senator Thomas H. Benton.

The Indiana Legislature created Benton County by statue on February 18, 1840. The name derives from Thomas H. Benton, a Missouri senator. Oxford, Indiana was the first county seat, chosen in 1843. The county seat moved to Fowler in 1874, the current site. Settlers considered the vast prairie lands of northwestern Indiana as “The Lost Land,” thus settlement did not begin until the 1840's. The first settlers stayed near the forested areas, but later moved into the prairie lands to farm. The farmers' only market for their products during this time was Chicago. They had to travel there to sell their produce, a fifteen day round trip. It was not until the late 1840's that a market opened in Lafayette, reducing the trip to three days that the population began to increase. 

Thomas H. Benton (March 14, 1782 – April 10, 1858)

Benton, a staunch advocate of westward expansion, became the first Senator to serve five terms in that body. His policies birthed the "Manifest Destiny" doctrine. The Manifest Destiny belief dominated thought in the Nineteenth Century. Manifest destiny espoused the idea that the United States was destined to occupy the North American continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific and led to the massive westward migrations of that Century.

A Brief Biography

The first son of Jesse Benton and Ann Gooch, Benton was a native of Hillsborough, North Carolina. He attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he was expelled over an accusation of stealing money from a classmate. Earlier he had been in an incident in which he came close to shooting another student. After his expulsion, he moved back home and moved with his family to Tennessee where he studied law. Admitted to the bar in 1806, he gained election to the Tennessee legislature in 1809. He entered the army during the War of 1812. He got into a dispute and shot a man, after which he moved west to Missouri. He gained election to the United States Senate from Missouri in 1820. During the 1830's his position on slavery evolved from pro-expansion to the position that he did not want to see it enter the territories. It was his arguments against slavery expansion that cost him his Senate seat in 1851. He spent his final years lecturing on the evils of slavery and the dangers to the nation if the country did not resolve this difference. He contracted cancer and died in 1858. 

Benton County

Benton County is primarily an agricultural county. The land is prime agricultural farmland. Beginning in 2005 a huge wind farm began operations in the County with wind turbines that stretch for miles over the flat Indiana countryside. 

For more information on Benton County, visit this link.

Cities and towns

Fowler

Otterbein (West Half)

Oxford

Boswell

Earl Park

Ambia

Major highways

U.S. Route 52

U.S. Route 41

Indiana State Road 18

Indiana State Road 55

Indiana State Road 71

Indiana State Road 352

––––––––
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Fowler

County - Benton

Area - 1.41 sq mi 

Elevation - 823 ft 

Population (2010) - 2,317

ZIP codes - 47944, 47984, 47986

Area code - 765

Moses Fowler and his wife platted the town on October 26, 1872. Fowler is located at the intersection of US Route 52 and Indiana State Routes 55 and 18.

Town of Fowler, Indiana

Town Hall

307 E. 5th Street

Fowler, IN 47944

(765) 884-0570

––––––––
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Title of Marker:

Benton County Courthouse

Location:

705 East Sixth Street at east entrance of courthouse, Fowler. (Benton County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1995 Indiana Historical Bureau, Benton County Indiana Historical Society, Inc., and Benton County Commissioners

Marker ID #: 

04.1995.1

Marker Text: 

Benton County formed by General Assembly in 1840. Oxford first county seat; Fowler became second, 1874. Designed in Second Empire Style by Gorden P. Randall and built 1874 by Levi L. Leach. Located at geographical center of county on land donated by Moses Fowler family.

Brief History by the Author

Benton County 

Founded - February 18, 1840

Named for - Senator Thomas H. Benton

Seat - Fowler

Largest city - Fowler

Area - 406.51 sq mi

Cities and towns

Fowler

Otterbein (West Half)

Oxford

Boswell

Earl Park

Ambia

Major highways

U.S. Route 52

U.S. Route 41

Indiana State Road 18

Indiana State Road 55

Indiana State Road 71

Indiana State Road 352

The Indiana Legislature created Benton County by statue on February 18, 1840. The name derives from Thomas H. Benton, a Missouri senator. Oxford, Indiana was the first county seat, chosen in 1843. The county seat moved to Fowler in 1874, the current site. Settlers considered the vast prairie lands of northwestern Indiana as “The Lost Land,” thus settlement did not begin until the 1840's. The first settlers stayed near the forested areas, but later moved into the prairie lands to farm. The farmers' only market for their products during this time was Chicago. They had to travel there to sell their produce, a fifteen-day round trip. It was not until the late 1840's that a market opened in Lafayette, reducing the trip to three days that the population began to increase. 

Thomas H. Benton (March 14, 1782 – April 10, 1858)

Benton, a staunch advocate of westward expansion, became the first Senator to serve five terms in that body. His policies birthed the "Manifest Destiny" doctrine. The Manifest Destiny belief dominated thought in the Nineteenth Century. Manifest destiny espoused the idea that the United States was destined to occupy the North American continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific and led to the massive westward migrations of that Century.

A Brief Biography

The first son of Jesse Benton and Ann Gooch, Benton was a native of Hillsborough, North Carolina. He attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he was expelled over an accusation of stealing money from a classmate. Earlier he had been in an incident in which he came close to shooting another student. After his expulsion, he moved back home and moved with his family to Tennessee where he studied law. Admitted to the bar in 1806, he gained election to the Tennessee legislature in 1809. He entered the army during the War of 1812. He got into a dispute and shot a man, after which he moved west to Missouri. He gained election to the United States Senate from Missouri in 1820. During the 1830's his position on slavery evolved from pro-expansion to the position that he did not want to see it enter the territories. It was his arguments against slavery expansion that cost him his Senate seat in 1851. He spent his final years lecturing on the evils of slavery and the dangers to the nation if the country did not resolve this difference. He contracted cancer and died in 1858. 

Benton County

Benton County is primarily an agricultural county. The land is prime agricultural farmland. Beginning in 2005 a huge wind farm began operations in the County with wind turbines that stretch for miles over the flat Indiana countryside. 

For more information on Benton County, visit this link.

Title of Marker:

New Purchase Boundary (Treaty of St. Mary's)

Location:

SR 18, 2.5 miles west of US 52 in Fowler, 0.5 mile east of US 41. (Benton County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected by Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission, 1966

Marker ID #: 

04.1966.1

Marker Text: 

In October 1818, Purchasing Commissioners Lewis Cass, Benjamin Parke and Governor Jonathan Jennings acquired Indian claims on the land shown on this marker. About one-third of modern Indiana, was involved in this transaction. [map]

Brief History by the Author

“New Purchase” 

The lands acquired from the Miami tribe by the terms of the Treaty with the Miami, 1818 (Treaty of St. Mary's), are referred to as the "New Purchase." Jonathan Jennings, Lewis Cass, and Benjamin Parke acting as representatives of the United States signed a treaty with the Miami nation on October 6, 1818. As per terms of the treaty, the Miami has ceded a vast area in central Indiana to the United States. The United States agreed to pay the Miami tribe fifteen thousand dollars a year, erect a gristmill and one sawmill. They would also provide a blacksmith and pay one hundred sixty bushels of salt a year to the tribe. After the agreement was reached, Whetzler cut the trace into the new lands and founded a small settlement of his own.

Oxford

County - Benton

Established - 1843

Area - 0.54 sq mi 

Elevation - 738 ft (225 m)

Population (2010) - 1,162

ZIP code - 47971

Area code - 765

Oxford is located at the intersections of Indiana State Roads 55 and 132.

Title of Marker:

Dan Patch

Location:

203 South Michigan Road, near intersection of SR 352 & SR 55 at east edge of Oxford. (Benton County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1999 Indiana Historical Bureau, descendants of Daniel A. Messner, Jr., Oxford Lions Club, Oxford Citizens and Town Board, Benton County Indiana Historical Society, Inc.

Marker ID #: 

ID# : 04.1999.1

Marker Text: 

Side one:

Standard-bred colt (sire Joe Patchen, dam Zelica) foaled 1896 Oxford, Benton County; raised by Daniel A. Messner, Jr. on this farm. A natural pacer, trained for harness racing, a very popular sport in late 1800s and early 1900s. Dan Patch began his racing career at county fairs in 1900; he became famous in Grand Circuit racing and never lost a race.

Side two:

In 1902, sold to M. E. Sturgis, New York, then to Marion W. Savage, owner of International Stock Food Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota, who used horse's racing fame to market his stock food and many other products from toys to automobiles. Dan Patch's 1906 world record 1:55 mile held for thirty-two years. Was retired from racing 1909 for stud. Took part in exhibitions; died 1916.

Brief History by the Author

Dan Patch (April 29, 1896 – July 11, 1916) 

Named for his owner, Dan Messner, and sire, Joe Patchen, Dan Patch seemed an ordinary horse during his first year. Local trainer Johnny Wattles sensed he had potential and obtained permission to train him. He trained Dan until 1902, when Messner sold the animal to Stock Food Company for a record $20,000. Stock food used the animal to promote his line of stock foods. His fame led to product endorsements for a wide range of products including toys, cigars, cut plug chewing tobacco, washing machines, and automobiles. Marion Willis Savage of Minnesota purchased Dan and kept him until Dan died in 1916.

Nature and Wildlife Refuges

Pine Creek Game Bird Habitat Area

2249 N 850 E, 

Fowler, IN 47944

Local Parks

Earl Park Community Park

318 N Town Park Cir,

Earl Park, IN 47942

1-219-474-6108

https://www.earlparkindiana.com/home

Freeland Park Town Park

County Road 71

Fowler, IN 47944

https://www.bentoncounty.in.gov/

Ambia Alumni Monument Park

2nd St, 

Ambia, IN 47917

Rommel Park

205 Park St, 

Oxford, IN 47971

Old Academy Park

601 S Crown St, 

Oxford, IN 47971

Wineries & Breweries

Hooker Corner Winery

444 W State Road 26 

Pine Village, IN 47975

(765) 385-1001

https://www.hookercornerwinery.com/

Golf

Oak Grove Country Club

609 Crown Street, S.R. 55 

Oxford, IN 47971

(765) 385-2713 

https://www.facebook.com/oak.grove.733

Miscellaneous

Fowler Theatre

111 E 5th St Fowler, IN 47944

765-884-8191 

http://www.fowlertheater.com/
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Jasper County
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County Seat - Rensselaer

Area - 561.39 sq mi

Elevation - 696 ft 

Population - 33,447 (2017)

Founded - February 7, 1835

Named for- Sgt. William Jasper

County Government

Jasper County Courthouse

115 W Washington St

Rensselaer, IN 47978

https://www.jaspercountyin.gov/

Tourism Information

Discover Jasper County

South Shore CVA

7770 Corinne Drive

Hammond, IN 46323

https://www.southshorecva.com/discover-jasper-county/

Jasper County Fairgrounds

2671 W Clark St

Rensselaer, IN 47978

https://www.facebook.com/JCFAssociation

https://jaspercountyfair.weebly.com/

The Indiana General Assembly created Jasper County on February 7, 1835, naming it for Sergeant William Jasper.

William Jasper (circa 1750 – October 9, 1779)

Historians know little of Jasper's early life other than he arrived on the ship Minerva in 1767 from Germany, though this is even uncertain. He served in the Revolutionary War as a Sergeant in the Continental Army. At the Battle of Fort Moultrie, he saved the flag, which he had designed, after the British shot it down. Using the flag as a rallying point, the soldiers held out until sunset. Governor John Rutledge, as a reward for his bravery, gifted him with his personal sword and an offer of a commission. Jasper turned down the commission, as he was illiterate and felt he would be an embarrassment to the army. Jasper died at the Siege of Savannah while he was fastening the regimental flag to a pole. He held on to the flag in his death throes, carrying it to safety. 

Major Highways

Interstate -65

US Route 24

US Route 231

Indiana State Route 10

Indiana State Route 14.

Indiana State Route 16

Indiana State Route 49

Indiana State Route 110

Indiana State Route 114

Cities and Towns

De Motte 

Remington

Rensselaer 

Wheatfield

Remington

County - Jasper

Platted - 1860

Area - 1.02 sq mi (2.64 km2)

Elevation - 735 ft (224 m)

Population (2010) - 1,185

ZIP code - 47977

Area code - 219

Jesse H. Fordice platted the town in 1860, naming it Carpenter Station, after a nearby creek. The name was later changed to the name of the proprietor of the first general store, a man named Remington. Remington is located at the intersection of US Routes 231 and 24 with access to Interstate 65 via US 231, exit 201.

Town of Remington

24 South Indiana Street

P.O. Box 70

Remington, IN 47977

219-261-2523 

Title of Marker:

Fountain Park Chautauqua

Location:

Fountain Park Chautauqua central grounds, CR 1600 S, 0.3 mile west of US 231, Remington. (Jasper County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1992 by Indiana Historical Bureau and Fountain Park Chautauqua

Marker ID #: 

37.1992.1

Marker Text: 

Fountain Park has been the site of annual Chautauqua sessions since 1895. The Chautauqua continues to promote traditional values and the religious, social, and educational activities upon which it was founded

Brief History by the Author

Popular in the late Nineteenth and early Twentieth Centuries, Chautauqua’s were events that sought to deliver top quality entertainment, culture and education. The Merome Bluff Chautauqua brought this movement to Indiana on the banks of the Wabash River. 

Chautauqua Movement

Methodist minister John Heyl Vincent and businessman Lewis Miller organized the first Chautauqua event in New York on the banks of Chautauqua Lake. The event featured speakers, musicians and other entertainers as well as lecturers of various topics. In an era of limited transportation and communication, the events provided valuable educational and entertainment opportunities to an America hungry for both. The rise of the automobile, which expanded transportation opportunities, and radio, which enabled people to listen to music and culture at home, ended the Chautauqua movement before the middle of the Twentieth Century. 

Fountain Park Chautauqua

Bank of Remington President Robert Parker purchased the property in 1893 from a Kokomo glass factory. Parker planned for this to be a permanent facility. He had constructed a tabernacle and restaurant. In 1898, the summer hotel was constructed and is still in use. The Fountain Park Chautauqua still runs in mid July and is open to the public. For information, contact:

Fountain Park Chautauqua

6244 W 1600 S

Remington, IN 47977

JJeffreyHughes@aol.com

––––––––
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Title of Marker:

Remington Water Tower

Location:

3 East Michigan St., Remington. (Jasper County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Installed: 2005 Indiana Historical Bureau, Town of Remington, and Remington Historical Society

Marker ID #: 

37.2006.1

Marker Text: 

Side one:

Built 1897 by Challenge Wind and Feed Mill Company of Batavia, Illinois. Rare tower and wood tank structure is an original example of nineteenth century public water utility facility, construction methods, and technology. Tower has limestone foundation, is 104 feet tall and approximately 20 feet in diameter, with two-foot thick brick walls.

Side two:

Original 1897 tank replaced 1924 by Challenge; 66, 000 gallon tank is made of horizontally curved cypress battens held in place by metal binder rings. Additions made to structure, which has housed various governmental services. Awarded American Water Works Association's Water Landmark Award 1986. Listed in National Register of Historic Places 2003.

Brief History by the Author

Remington holds an annual festival that celebrates their famous water tower. For information contact:

Remington Water Tower Days

Town of Remington

24 South Indiana Street

P.O. Box 70

Remington, IN 47977

219-261-2523 

Rensselaer

County - Jasper

Platted - June 12, 1839

Incorporated - December 8, 1858

Named for - James Van Rensselaer

Area - 3.86 sq mi (10.00 km2)

Elevation - 659 ft (201 m)

Population (2010) - 5,859

ZIP code - 47978

Area code - 219

Rensselaer derives its name from James Van Rensselaer, who migrated to the area from Utica, New York. He purchased some land and began planning the town. The town is located at the intersection of US Route 231 and Indiana State Road 114 with access to Interstate 65 via SR 114 via exit 114. 

City of Rensselaer, Indiana

124 S. Van Rensselaer Street 

Rensselaer 47978 

Title of Marker:

General Robert H. Milroy 1816-1890

Location:

Milroy Park, 3 blocks west of downtown between Washington & Milroy Streets & College Avenue, Rensselaer.(Jasper County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected by the Indiana Civil War Centennial Commission, 1964

Marker ID #: 

37.1964.1

Marker Text: 

was appointed colonel of the 9th Indiana Infantry, later promoted to brigadier and major general. He saw extensive action in western Virginia. After the war he served as Indian agent in state of Washington.

Brief History by the Author

General Robert H. Milroy (June 11, 1816 – March 29, 1890)

The son of General Samuel Milroy and Martha Houston Milroy, Robert was a native of Salem, Indiana. The family moved to Carroll County in 1826. He attended Norwich Academy in Vermont, graduating first in his class in 1843. He migrated to Texas in 1845, but returned to Indiana in 1847 at the beginning of the Mexican War. He gained a commission as a captain in the 1st Indiana Volunteers.  After returning to Indiana at the end of the war, he attended Indiana University Law School, graduating with a law degree in 1850. Milroy went to Rensselaer, Indiana where he practiced law and served as a judge. 

Civil War

At the outbreak of war, Milroy received a commission as a colonel of the 9th Indiana Infantry. His campaigns included the 1862 Virginia Campaign, the Shenandoah Valley Campaign and led a brigade during the Second Battle of Manassas. Receiving a promotion to major general, he opposed Stonewall Jackson at the Battle of McDowell. Confederate General Richard Ewell managed to surround his army at the Second Battle of Winchester where he and his staff managed to escape. The Confederates managed to capture his 3,400 troops, cannon and other supplies. A court of inquiry exonerated him and he spent the remainder of the war he served in the Western Theatre, commanding the Nashville Campaign for a short time. He resigned from the army on July 26, 1865. 

Civilian Life

After the war, he became a Trustee for the Wabash and Erie Canal Company, and later went to Washington to serve as an Indian agent. He died in Olympia, Washington and is interred at Masonic Memorial Park at Tumwater, Washington.

Title of Marker:

St. Joseph's Indian Normal School 1888-1896

Location:

East side of US 231, across from St. Joseph College main entrance, south Rensselaer. (Jasper County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected by the Indiana Historical Society 1971

Marker ID #: 

37.1971.1

Marker Text: 

Erected by the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions with funds from Katharine Drexel and operated by the Society of the Precious Blood with federal funds, 60 Indian boys from distant reservations were annually trained here.

Brief History by the Author

Katharine Drexel (November 26, 1858 – March 3, 1955)

The daughter of Francis Anthony Drexel and Hannah Jane Langstroth Drexel, Katharine was a native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Her mother died when she was young and for a time an aunt and uncle cared for her. Her father, a successful businessman, remarried and she returned home. Educated by private tutors, Katharine and her sister toured the United States and Europe. Seeing the plight of the Amerindians during her travels, she vowed to help them. In 1891, she abandoned her life as an heiress and entered the sisterhood, founding the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament the same year. She used funds from her vast fortune to help fund schools for Amerindian children in the United States. The Catholic Church canonized her as Saint Katharine Drexel in 1988.

––––––––
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Title of Marker:

James Frederick Hanley

Location:

Southeast corner of Front and Washington Streets, Rensselaer (Jasper County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Installed 2008 IHB and Jasper County Historical Society

Marker ID #: 

37.2008.1

Marker Text: 

Side one:

Born February 17, 1892 in Rensselaer; became part of New York Tin Pan Alley music scene. Wrote for Broadway musicals such hits as "Second Hand Rose" (Grant Clarke, lyrics) for Fanny Brice (1921 Ziegfeld Follies) and "Zing! Went the Strings of My Heart" (1934), popularized by Judy Garland 1938. Wrote scores for many Hollywood musicals in early 1930s.

Side two:

"(Back Home Again in) Indiana," by Hanley and Ballard MacDonald (lyrics), was hit in 1917, 1920s jazz classic recorded by Louis Armstrong, and a 1930s swing tune by Benny Goodman. Song has remained popular and has been performed at every Indianapolis 500 since 1946. Hanley died February 8, 1942 in New York; buried there in Gate of Heaven Cemetery.

Brief History by the Author

Hanley attended Champion College and the Chicago Musical College. After graduation, he enlisted and served in the army in World War I in the 82nd division. He was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1970.

Title of Marker:

La Salle Expedition

Location:

US 231 at Kankakee River, northern Jasper County. Missing. (Jasper County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected by Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission, 1966

Marker ID #: 

37.1966.1

Marker Text: 

In December, 1679, Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle, with thirty men crossed northwestern Indiana by way of the Kankakee River in an attempt to find a water route to the Pacific Ocean.

Brief History by the Author

On November 22, 1643, Catherine Geeset birthed a son, René Robert Cavelier. The boy entered the world in St. Herbland parish, Rouen, France. His father, Jean Cavelier, was a wealthy wholesale merchant. René Robert Cavelier gained the title, La Salle, from a family estate near Rouen. 

The boy at first studied to be a priest. He entered the Jesuit College, forfeiting his inheritance in the process. However, the life of adventure beckoned him, and he abandoned his education.

Trading Post

His brother, Jean, had settled in New France in 1665 with the order of St. Sulpice.  René followed him in 1666. He obtained a land grant from the Sulpicians. The land was north of Montreal and he established a fort and trading post that became quite successful. 

Search for the “Vermilion Sea”

Through his dealings with the Indian tribes, he learned of lands to the west that intrigued him. He became obsessed with finding a passage west that would lead to the “Vermilion Sea,” or Pacific Ocean. Obsessed with the idea of finding the Pacific, he sold his land and holdings back to the Sulpicians. He outfitted his first expedition in 1670. This expedition consisted of twenty-four men and some canoes. The men traveled west on the St. Lawrence River, traversing Lakes Erie and Ontario.  The exact route of this expedition from this point on is unknown. They made their way south, eventually reaching the Falls of the Ohio on the Ohio River. Here his men mutinied and returned to Canada. La Salle attempted to explore further on his own, gave up and returned to Canada. He and his group became the first Europeans to see the Ohio River. Some historians dispute that he actually arrived at the river. 

Builder of Forts

He dreamed of extending "New France." He desired to build a system of forts to expand France's dominions into the Mississippi and Ohio River Valley. He began another expedition on August 7, 1679. This expedition set forth from Niagara on a ship he had built, Le Griffon. This was the first ship to travel on the Great Lakes. It followed a course up Lakes Ontario, Erie and Huron. It continued down the length of Lake Michigan. Crossing lower Illinois, the expedition, after many difficulties, reached the Mississippi. By January 15, they reached Starved Rock on the Illinois River. On this spot, he established Fort Crèvecoeur. The site is now a state park, Fort Crevecoeur. 

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Northwest Indiana Day Trips

A Tourism Guidebook and Travel Guide

Road Trip Indiana Series - Volume 9

Paul Wonning






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





