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  Hector’s Astonishing Secret


  by Michael Scholes


  Some donkeys in the rural areas of Spain (as in many other countries) are treated very badly.


  This story is about one donkey who fights back. But Hector is no ordinary donkey.


  Hector has a truly amazing secret…
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  Chapter 1


  Most mornings are just ordinary. But this morning was not. For young Maria Moreno, this morning was the start of the most wonderful discovery you could possibly imagine.


  The narrow high street of Arriate was as busy as ever. People shouting across the street to one another, dogs barking, car horns tooting. Traffic everywhere. A typical pueblo in Southern Spain. The bus to Malaga was clogging up the traffic as usual. It was trying to squeeze past a coach-load of tourists going the other way, heading for the old Spanish town of Ronda. A nervous-looking policeman with a whistle in his mouth was trying hard to control the chaos, hoping it would soon be ten o’clock so he could go to his favourite café for breakfast.


  Maria Moreno had just gone into the men’s barber shop where Alberto the barber stood every day, cutting hair. Everyone in Arriate knew Alberto.


  “¡Buenos días, Alberto!” exclaimed Maria, breezily. “Guess what I want!”


  Maria was trying to raise money for her latest good cause: helping to start up a new donkey sanctuary to care for injured and mistreated donkeys, giving them a better life. Her own beloved donkey, Hector, waited patiently outside, tethered to a lamppost.
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