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			Online Resources

			With our test prep books, we also provide Online Resources to help you in your test prep journey! With this book, you can access - 

			Conquer the GRE: Stress Management and a Perfect Study Plan - This stress management e-book is specially designed for test-takers to manage the stress experienced when preparing for the GRE. It includes:

			●    Stress Managemesnt Techniques

			●    A 6-month Study Plan

			●    An 8-week Study Plan

			●    Practical Tips to get a good score on the GRE

			To access the e-book, follow the steps below:

			1.	Go to www.vibrantpublishers.com

			2.	Click on the ‘Online Resources’ option on the Home Page

			3.	Login by entering your account details (or Create an Account if you don’t have one)

			4.	Go to the Test Prep section and click on the ‘GRE Words in Context: The Complete List’ link and get your e-book!
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			Dear Student, 

			Thank you for purchasing GRE® Words In Context: The Complete List. We are committed to publishing books that are content-rich, concise and approachable enabling more students to read and make the fullest use of them. We hope this book provides the most enriching learning experience as you prepare for your GRE exam.

			Should you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to email us at reachus@vibrantpublishers.com

			Thanks again for your purchase. Good luck for your GRE!

			– Vibrant Publishers Team
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			How to Get Most Out of this Book

			What’s in this Book?

			This book contains wordlists unlike any you have seen before. A traditional word list offers a vocabulary word, its dictionary definition, and a SINGLE use of the word in a sentence. That is simply not enough for a fully functional understanding of a word in all its complexities. Our Word List takes each vocabulary word through its paces, denoting its part of speech, synonyms for its various contexts, its descriptive meaning, and, most importantly, THREE (3) to FIVE (5) sentences using the word in its varied contexts. When appropriate, those varied contexts include both literal and figurative uses of the word.

			The Logic Behind the Division of the 3 Word Lists

			In this book, we have divided the Word Lists into three sections- Word List 1, Word List 2, and Challenging Word List. Each section includes 10 chapters with 500 words arranged in an alphabetical order throughout the section. It is important to remember that your goal is to be fully conversant in as many of these vocabulary words as possible. Why? You must not only recognize and comprehend the words when you encounter them in GRE test questions, but you must also utilize sophisticated vocabulary to express your own ideas in the Analytical Writing section of the test. It is to your advantage, therefore, to have as many high-level vocabulary words as possible at your disposal. This is especially difficult to do if your preparation time is limited.

			The aim of such categorization, therefore, is to facilitate easy studying. Looking at 1,500 words arranged alphabetically from cover to cover can be an overwhelming experience. From a psychological viewpoint, progressing alphabet-by-alphabet (as though you are reading a dictionary) makes the study process seem long and tedious. That’s why we’ve grouped the words into three sets of alphabetical divisions to help you fast-track your learning. 

			Usually, words that begin with alphabets like ‘A’, ‘C’, ‘D’, ‘P’, and ‘S’, for example, have long lists (110+ words). On the opposite side of the spectrum are words that begin with ‘J’, ‘K’, ‘Q’ etc. These word lists will have over 10+ words on an average. If the 1,500 words were arranged alphabetically, a significant portion of time would be used up in working through ‘A’ itself. With 50 words per day, you would have been able to finish only 1 alphabet in a week. 

			Instead of progressing from words that start with ‘A’ to words that start with ‘B’ and so on until ‘Z’, you will be able to cover words from the whole alphabet in each section. You will be able to cover more than 5 alphabets in the first 5-7 days. In this way, your vocabulary will be enriched by a rich selection of words from across the alphabet. Finishing a series of 5 alphabets will boost your confidence and motivate you to continue your progress through the list. 

			Once you’ve made headway through Word List 1, you can proceed to Word List 2, and finally onto the Challenging Word List.

			Challenging Word List: After you’ve mastered the first two lists, you’ve completed a significant portion of the material and you can move onto the next list. This list is comprised of words that are much more difficult than the words in the previous sections. Pay special attention to these words and keep aside more time to study them. Eventually, mastering the three Word Lists will refine your vocabulary and give an edge to your writing skills that will help you beyond the GRE.

			
				
					
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							​

						
							
							Number of Chapters

						
							
							Number of Words in Each Chapter

						
							
							Number of Words in the Whole Section

						
					

					
							
							Word List 1

							(Aberration-Zany)

						
							
							10

						
							
							50

						
							
							500

						
					

					
							
							Word List 2

							(Abbreviate-Zephyr)

						
							
							10

						
							
							50

						
							
							500

						
					

					
							
							Challenging Word List

							(Acclivity-Zeal)

						
							
							10

						
							
							50

						
							
							500

						
					

					
							
							Total

						
							
							
							
							1500

						
					

				
			

			WORD LIST DIVISIONS

			How will our Word Lists Help You Prepare for the GRE?

			Performing well on the GRE General Test, especially its Verbal Reasoning section, requires a strong working knowledge of the vocabulary that appears in the questions - how those words function both literally and figuratively, how their meanings vary based on context, and how (in many cases) they operate as more than one part of speech.

			The following is an example of a question type the GRE refers to as “Sentence Equivalence.” The test-taker is instructed to select two (2) answer choices that, when used to complete the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce complete sentences that are alike in meaning.

			The angry delegates no longer debated the matter with equipoise, and the _____________ that ensued prevented any further rational or intelligent discourse.

			a)	finesse

			b)	pandemonium

			c)	pragmatist

			d)	appellation

			e)	maelstrom

			f)	liaison

			To perform well on this test question, the test-taker must look beyond the more traditional use (i.e., dictionary definitions) of the vocabulary it contains. The dictionary definition of the word “equipoise,” for instance, is not particularly helpful.

			a: a state of equilibrium

			b: counterbalance

			Source: “Equipoise.” Merriam-Webster.com. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. 20 June 2014. 
<http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/equipoise>.

			The “state of equilibrium” here is not physical (e.g., a gymnast in “equipoise”). Instead, the word is being applied figuratively to a debate or discussion in which the arguments are not in equilibrium - in other words, are not being discussed in an equal and fair manner. By combining the figurative use of “equipoise” with the clues that the delegates are “angry” and the debate is no longer “rational” or “intelligent,” one can conclude the discussion has broken down into mayhem or confusion. The two (2) correct answers signify such a situation. They are: pandemonium (wild chaos or disorder) and maelstrom (a violent whirlpool or, figuratively, a tumultuous situation).

			Tips and Strategies for Learning the Vocabulary using the Word List

			Activate what you already know.

			We recommend progressing in sequence, starting from Word List 1, Word List 2, and then onto the Challenging Word List. Whichever list you’ve chosen to start out with, five hundred (500) words may seem like a great deal, but it is likely you already know a number of them, in one form or another. Begin by focusing on those you think you may know:

			a)	Review the example sentences. Is that how you use the word? If not, how is your use different?

			b)	If you are familiar with a word, check to see that its part of speech on the list is one with which you are familiar. For example, you may be familiar with the use of “sham” as a noun (as in, “The charity fundraiser was a sham.”), but you may be unfamiliar with its use as a verb (“The used car salesman tried to sham us.”) If the word’s use as another part of speech is unfamiliar, familiarize yourself with that new use of the word.

			c)	Note whether the word can be used both literally and figuratively. For example, the word “dilute” has both a literal use, as in thinning something by adding liquid (e.g., to dilute the chemicals by adding water), and a figurative use in which nothing physical occurs (e.g., to dilute the power of his argument by offering counterarguments). Adjust your understanding of the word to include both its literal and figurative meanings

			d)	Even if you do not know a particular word, can you connect the word with one that is familiar to you? For example, you may not know the word “dulcet,” but you may be familiar with the Spanish word “dulce,” which means “sweet.” Increasingly, for instance, you can find “dulce de leche” or “sweet milk” ice cream or candies in the store, referring to a sweet caramel flavoring. You learn, from the Word List, that “dulcet” means sweet, especially something that is “sweet” or pleasing to the ear (e.g., the “dulcet” tones of the violin). The connection is, therefore, an easy one!

			e)	Color-code the words with which you are familiar.

			i)	For example, you might highlight in yellow those words that you know outright, without making any adjustments to your understanding.

			ii)	Highlight in green those that are functioning as a different part of speech than what you are used to seeing.

			iii)	Highlight in blue those words with a literal or figurative use that is unfamiliar to you. Also highlight the example sentence(s) in which that use of the word appears.

			iv)	Highlight in pink those words that you do not know, but that you can connect to using related words.

			“Chunk” your learning of the remaining vocabulary.

			After activating your prior knowledge and weeding out those words you already know or with which you have some familiarity, it’s time to focus on those words you don’t know. You can “chunk” or group those words into manageable segments for learning.

			a)	One approach to “chunking” is to group together words that perform as the same part of speech and look for patterns. For instance, words ending in “ous,” such as “amorphous,” “chivalrous,” “dexterous,” “ominous,” and “vacuous,” all function as adjectives.

			b)	Another approach to “chunking” is to group words that primarily pertain to certain subject areas. For example, “avalanche,” “arid,” “navigable,” and “glacial” are primarily geographic terms, while “cognitive,” “debunk,” “muse” and “paradigm” are terms that relate to the act of thinking.

			c)	A final approach to “chunking” might be personal to you: divide the words into groups based on how difficult or easy they are to you.

			d)	However you “chunk” your words, you can then design a schedule for working with the words, taking on no more than 4-5 words at a time before moving on to another “chunk.”

			Have fun with the words as you make them your own!

			Never lose sight of your ultimate goal: to incorporate these words into your personal vocabulary. The Word List example sentences will give you a solid foundation for how the word is used - an excellent launching pad for using that word appropriately in your own world.

			a)	Enliven your family dinner conversations with words from the Word List. Doing so helps you, but also challenges your family and creates a “vocabulary-rich” environment from which every family member can learn. You might even hold a contest to see if your family members can guess the vocabulary from the Word List you are adding to that night’s dinner conversation.

			b)	Challenge yourself to use a word (especially one that you are finding difficult to remember) at least three (3) times in a given day. You might incorporate it, for instance, into an email to a colleague, a conversation with your boss, and a text to your best friend. The more you use the word (appropriately), the more it becomes your own.

			c)	Make a note of the words from the Word List when you see them elsewhere. You will be pleasantly surprised at how often you encounter them in the reading you do on a daily basis. Whenever you do so, make a note of the word and its use. Doing so reinforces your understanding of the word and its applications.

			d)	Take every opportunity to practice. Keep your “chunked” lists handy for any time you have a moment: while brushing your teeth in the morning, sitting in traffic, waiting for your daughter’s soccer game to start, or even standing in line in the grocery store. The greater exposure you have to the words and their uses, the more you will become comfortable with them and make them your own.

			How Can Our Word Lists Help You Beyond the GRE?

			The goal of entrance exams, like the GRE, is to anticipate the test-taker’s likelihood of success in the field into which they seek entry. Thus, the “long view” of mastering sophisticated vocabulary is that doing so will not only help you prepare for the GRE, but will simultaneously prepare you for what lies ahead: comprehending, analyzing, and evaluating graduate-level materials and writing with the complexity and sophistication expected of a graduate-level student. To put it simply: a fully-functioning, high-level vocabulary is the key to success in your graduate experience.

			Prepare for success NOW!

		


		
			Chapter 1

			Overview of the GRE General Test

		


			The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) General Test, while previously required for admission to most graduate programs, is now part of a larger picture. A strong GRE score can provide evidence of a strong scholarship on an application. This book is designed to prepare students for the GRE General Test. The GRE revised General Test was renamed in 2016 and is now known as the GRE General Test, but the content and scoring of the test remain the same. Note that some graduate programs require applicants to take specialized GRE Subject Tests which will not be covered in this book. Before preparing to take the GRE, please review the admissions criteria for the programs that you are interested in applying to so that you know whether you need to take subject tests in addition to the GRE General Test. To learn more about subject tests, visit the Subject Tests section at ets.org.

			The GRE General Test is not designed to measure your knowledge of specific fields. It does not measure your ability to be successful in your career or even in school. It does, however, give a reasonably accurate indication of your capabilities in certain key areas for graduate-level work, such as your ability to understand complex written material, your understanding of basic mathematics, your ability to interpret data, and your capacity for reasoning and critical thinking. By using this book to prepare for the GRE General Test, you will not only improve your chances of scoring well on the test, you will also prepare yourself for graduate-level study.

			Format of the GRE General Test

			The GRE General Test is offered as a computer-delivered test throughout the year. Post-Covid, ETS provides test-takers with the option to take the test from home. 

			Whether you are taking the GRE General Test at the testing center or at home, the format of the test will essentially be the same. The test consists of three main components: Analytical Writing, Verbal Reasoning, and Quantitative Reasoning. The total time for the test will be about 1 hour 58 minutes. 

			The first section of the test is always the Analytical Writing component which comprises a single section, after the changes in the test format announced on May 31, 2023. In the section, you will be asked to write an argumentative essay that takes a position on an issue of general interest.

			The remainder of the test will be split between sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning. There will be two sections devoted to Verbal Reasoning, and another two devoted to Quantitative Reasoning. You will be given 41 minutes to complete both the sections of Verbal Reasoning and 47 minutes to complete both the sections of Quantitative Reasoning. Section 2 (12 questions, 18 minutes) and Section 4 (15 questions, 23 minutes) will be on Verbal Reasoning, and Section 3 (12 questions, 21 minutes) and Section 5 (15 questions, 26 minutes) will be on Quantitative Reasoning. The unscored section has also been removed for the shorter GRE General Test, along with the 10-minute scheduled break, which was granted to the students after the 2-hour mark of the 3-hour 45-minute test.

			Outline of the GRE General Test

			The Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning sections of the GRE General Test are section-level adaptive. This means that the computer will adapt the test to your performance. Since there are two sections each for Verbal Reasoning and Quantitative Reasoning, the difficulty of the second section will depend on how well you did in the first section. The overall format of the GRE General Test will be as follows:

			
				
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Component

						
							
							Number of Questions

						
							
							Time Allowed

						
					

					
							
							Analytical Writing

							(1 section)

						
							
							1 Analyze an Issue

							
						
							
							30 minutes

							
						
					

					
							
							Verbal Reasoning

							(2 sections)

						
							
							12 questions (first section)

							15 questions (second section)

						
							
							18 minutes (first section)

							23 minutes (second section)

						
					

					
							
							Quantitative Reasoning

							(2 sections)

						
							
							12 questions (first section)

							15 questions (second section)

						
							
							21 minutes (first section)

							26 minutes (second section)

						
					

					
					
							
							
							
							Total Time: 1 hour 58 minutes

						
					

				
			

			Note that the GRE General Test at home follows the same format as the computer-delivered version of the GRE General Test.

			While taking the GRE General Test, here are some things to remember:

			a)You can review and preview questions within a section, allowing you to budget your time to deal with the questions that you find most difficult.

			b)You will be able to mark questions within a section and return to them later. This means that if you find a question especially difficult, you will be able to move on to other questions and return to the one that you had trouble with, provided that you stay within the time limit for the section.

			c)You will be able to change or edit your answers within a section. This means that if you realize that you made a mistake, you can go back and correct yourself provided you stay within the time limit for the section.

			d)You will have an on-screen calculator during the Quantitative Reasoning portions of the test, allowing you to quickly complete any necessary computations.

			The following section will briefly introduce the three main components of the GRE General Test.

			Analytical Writing Assessment

			The first section of the GRE General Test is the Analytical Writing assessment. This component of the GRE is designed to test your ability to use basic logic and critical reasoning to make and assess arguments. The Analytical Writing assessment comprises of a singular assignment, which must be completed within 30 minutes. In the assignment, you will be asked to develop a position on an issue of general interest. You will be given an issue and a prompt with some specific instructions on how to approach the assigned issue. You will be expected to take a position on the issue and then write a clear, persuasive, and logically sound essay defending your position in correct English. You will be assessed based on your ability to effectively defend your positions with supporting evidence and valid reasoning, your skill in organizing your thoughts, and your command of English.

			
				
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Task

						
							
							Time Allowed

						
							
							Answer Format

						
					

					
							
							Analyze an Issue

						
							
							30 minutes

						
							
							Short essay on an issue of general interest that clearly and carefully addresses the prompt

						
					

					
				
			

			The Analytical Writing assessment tests your ability to:

			●Coherently develop complex ideas

			●Write in a focused, organized manner

			●Identify relevant evidence and use it to support your claims

			
			●Command the elements of standard written English

			Verbal Reasoning

			The Verbal Reasoning portion of the GRE assesses your reading comprehension, your ability to draw inferences to fill in missing information, and your vocabulary. You will be given two sections on Verbal Reasoning, consisting of 12 and 15 questions and lasting 18 and 23 minutes respectively. Verbal Reasoning questions on the GRE General Test are mostly multiple-choice and will be drawn from the following three types: Reading Comprehension, Text Completion, and Sentence Equivalence. Reading Comprehension questions will ask you to read a short passage several paragraphs long, and then answer questions about the passage. Text Completion questions will have a short passage with 1-3 blanks which you will need to fill in by choosing the best of several multiple-choice options. The Sentence Equivalence section will ask you to fill in the blank in a passage using the two words that will complete the sentence in such a way that the meaning will be as similar as possible.

			
				
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Time

						
							
							Question Type

						
							
							Answer Format

						
					

					
							
							You will have 41 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types

						
							
							Reading Comprehension

						
							
							Multiple choice: select one answer choice

							Multiple choice: select one or more answer choices

							Highlight a section of text

						
					

					
							
							Text Completion

						
							
							Multiple choice: fill in one or more blanks to complete the text

						
					

					
							
							Sentence Equivalence

						
							
							Multiple choice: select the two options that produce two sentences with the most similar meanings

						
					

				
			

			The Verbal Reasoning section measures your ability to:

			●Comprehend, interpret and analyze complex passages in standard written English

			●Apply sophisticated vocabulary in context

			●Draw inferences about the meaning and authorial intent based on written material

			Quantitative Reasoning

			The Quantitative Reasoning section of the GRE evaluates your ability to use basic mathematics, read and interpret graphs and figures and engage in basic reasoning involving math and numbers. You will be given two sections on Quantitative Reasoning with 12 and 15 questions and 21 and 26 minutes of allotted time for them respectively. There are two basic question types, multiple-choice and numerical entry. For multiple-choice questions, you will be asked to choose the best answer or answers from several possibilities; for numerical entry questions, you will be asked to enter a numerical answer from your own calculations. Some questions will be designed to test your knowledge of basic algebra and geometry; others will be designed to test your ability to read and interpret different presentations of data.

			
				
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Time

						
							
							Question Type

						
							
							Answer Format

						
					

					
							
							You will have 47 minutes to complete the entire section, which will include a mixture of different question types

						
							
							Multiple Choice

						
							
							Select one answer choice

							Select one or more answer choices

						
					

					
							
							Numeric Entry

						
							
							Solve the problem through calculation and enter a numeric value

						
					

					
							
							Quantitative Comparison

						
							
							Evaluate two quantities to decide whether one is greater than the other, whether they are equal, or whether a relationship cannot be determined

						
					

					
							
							Data Interpretation

						
							
							Multiple choice: choose the best answer or answers

							Numeric entry: enter a value

						
					

				
			

			The Quantitative Reasoning section tests your ability to:

			●Use mathematical tools such as basic arithmetic, geometry, algebra and statistics

			●Understand, interpret and analyze quantitative information

			●Apply basic mathematical and data interpretation skills to real-world information and problems

			On-screen Calculator

			[image: ]

			The on-screen calculator in the GRE is a handy tool for you to make computations faster. However, you should only use the calculator for complex equations that will take a longer time to do manually such as square roots, addition, subtraction, and multiplication of numbers with several digits.

			Guidelines for using the on-screen calculator

			●	The on-screen calculator follows the order of operations (PEMDAS). This means that it computes equations in the following order - parentheses, exponentiation (including square roots), multiplication and division (left to right), addition and subtraction (left to right). So, for an equation like 2 + 3 * 6, the on-screen calculator will give the answer 20 but some calculators will give the answer 30 as they first add 2 and 3 and get 5 which is multiplied by 6 to get the final answer 30.

			●	The Transfer Display button will be useful for Numeric Entry questions. The button will transfer the number on your calculator display to the numeric entry answer box. But remember to check the transferred answer as sometimes you may be required to round up your answer; adjust it accordingly.

			●	The Memory Recall (MR), Memory Clear (MC), and Memory Sum (M+) buttons work as per normal calculators.

			Registering for the GRE 

			Before you register to take the GRE, be sure to consider your schedule and any special accommodations that you may need. Be aware that the availability of testing dates may vary according to your location. Be sure to give yourself plenty of time to prepare for the GRE and be sure that you know the deadlines for score reporting and application deadlines for all the schools you are applying to. For general information about deadlines and the GRE, visit the GRE section at ets.org. For more information on how to register for the GRE, visit the Registration section at ets.org. For information on special accommodations for disabled students, visit the Disability Accommodations section on ets.org.

			If you are taking the GRE General Test at home, there are certain equipment, environment, and testing space requirements that you need to fulfill before you can start the registration process. For more information on these requirements, read the At Home Testing section on ets.org.

			How the GRE General Test is Scored

			Scoring for the Analytical Writing Section

			In the Analytical Writing section, you will be scored on a scale of 0-6 in increments of 0.5. The Analytical Writing measure emphasizes your ability to engage in reasoning and critical thinking over your facility with the finer points of grammar. The highest scores of 5.5-6.0 are given to work that is generally superior in every respect - sustained analysis of complex issues, coherent argumentation, and excellent command of the English language. The lowest scores of 0.0-0.5 are given to work that is completely off-topic or so poorly composed as to be incoherent.

			Scoring for the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections 

			The Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning sections are now scored on a scale of 130-170 in 1-point increments.

			General Strategies for Taking the GRE

			There are strategies you can apply that will greatly increase your odds of performing well on the GRE. The following is a list of strategies that will help to improve your chances of performing well on the GRE:

			●Review basic concepts in math, logic, and writing.

			●Work through the test-taking strategies offered in this book.

			●Work through mock GRE tests until you feel thoroughly comfortable with the types of questions you will see.

			●As you are studying for the GRE, focus your energy on the types of questions that give you the most difficulty.

			●Learn to guess wisely. For many of the questions in the Verbal and Quantitative Reasoning Sections, the correct answer is in front of you - you only need to correctly identify it. Especially for questions that you find difficult, you should hone your ability to dismiss the options that are clearly wrong and make an educated guess about which one is right.

			●Answer every question. You won’t lose any points for choosing the wrong answer, so even a wild guess that might or might not be right is better than no answer at all.

			Preparing for Test Day and Taking the GRE

			How you prepare for the test is completely up to you and will depend on your own test-taking preferences and the amount of time you can devote to studying for the test. At the very least, before you take the test, you should know the basics of what is covered on the test along with the general guidelines for taking the GRE. This book is designed to provide you with the basic information you need and give you the opportunity to prepare thoroughly for the GRE General Test. 

			Although there is no set way to prepare for the GRE, as a general rule you will want to:

			●Learn the basics about the test - what is being tested, the format, and how the test is administered.

			●Familiarize yourself with the specific types of questions that you will see on the GRE General Test.

			●Review skills such as basic math, reading comprehension, and writing.

			●Learn about test-taking strategies.

			●Take a mock GRE test to practice applying your test-taking skills to an actual test.

			Remember, you don’t need to spend an equal amount of time on each of these areas to do well on the GRE - allot your study time to your own needs and preferences. Following are some suggestions to help you make the final preparations for your test, and help you through the test itself.

			Preparing for Test Day

			●In the time leading up to your test, practice, then practice some more. Practice until you are confident with the material.

			●Know when your test is, and when you need to be at the testing center or in front of your computer at home. 

			●Make a “practice run” to your testing center, so that you can anticipate how much time you will need to allow to get there. For the at home test, make sure to sign in at least 15 minutes before the test.

			●Understand the timing and guidelines for the test and plan accordingly. Remember that you are not allowed to eat or drink while taking the GRE, although you will be allowed to snack or drink during some of the short breaks during testing. Plan accordingly.

			●Know exactly what documentation you will need to bring with you to the testing center. If you are testing at home, you will have to provide a valid government-issued identification document as well.

			●Relax, especially on the day or night before your test. If you have studied and practiced wisely, you will be well prepared for the test. You may want to briefly glance over some test preparation materials but cramming the night before will not be productive.

			●Eat well and get a good night’s sleep. You will want to be well-rested for the test.

			The Test Day

			●Wake up early to give yourself plenty of time to eat a healthy breakfast, gather the necessary documentation, pack a snack and a water bottle, and make it to the testing center well before your test is scheduled to start.

			●Have confidence; you’ve prepared well for the test, and there won’t be any big surprises. You may not know the answers to some questions, but the format will be exactly like what you’ve been practicing.

			●While you are taking the test, don’t panic. The test is timed, and students often worry that they will run out of time and miss too many questions. The sections of the test are designed so that many students will not finish them, so don’t worry if you don’t think you can finish a section on time. Just try to answer as many questions as you can, as accurately as possible.

			●If there’s a question you’re not sure of, don’t panic—the GRE test allows you to skip and return to questions when you are ready, so take advantage of that. Remember, the value of each easy question is the same as the hard questions!

			●Remember the strategies and techniques that you learn from this book and apply them wherever possible.

			Frequently Asked Questions

			General Questions

			What changes have been made to the GRE General Test post Covid-19?

			Due to Covid-19 restrictions, test-takers are now able to take the GRE General Test at home. Content and scoring have remained the same. Study materials that reference the GRE General Test are still valid and may be used for test preparation.

			What changes have been made to the GRE General Test after the announcement on May 31, 2023?

			The main changes to the test are a reduction in the time (from 3 hours 45 minutes to 1 hour 58 minutes), and the removal of the “Analyze an Argument” essay task (which was a part of the Analytical Writing section) and the unscored section. The time has been curtailed by decreasing the number of questions in each section from 40 to 27. Furthermore, the removal of the “Analyze an Argument” task and the unscored section also aided in shortening the total duration. The official scores will also be delivered more promptly and will now take 8-10 calendar days, facilitating faster applications to the selected institutes by the students. For more information on the changes, visit the GRE section at ets.org.

			Can I take the GRE test at home?

			Yes. ETS now provides students with the option to take the test from home. If your local test centers are closed or you prefer a familiar testing environment, you can take the GRE from home. You will have to check the equipment, environment, and testing space requirements for the at home test and whether it’s an option for you. For detailed information on the requirements for the home test, check the At Home Testing section at ets.org.

			Are there any changes in the format and content of the GRE test due to COVID-19?

			No. The format and content of the GRE General Test remain the same. 

			How do I get ready to take the GRE General Test?

			To take the GRE General Test, there are several steps you’ll need to take:

			●Find out what prospective graduate/professional programs require: Does the program you’re interested in require additional testing beyond the GRE General Test? What is the deadline for receipt of scores?

			●Sign up for a test date. You need to sign up for any GRE testing. Act in a timely manner so that you have plenty of time to prepare and are guaranteed that your scores will be sent and received on time. For the in-center test, testing dates are much more restricted, so if you know that you will need to take the GRE General Test at the center, make arrangements well in advance of the application deadline for your program. There are additional requirements if you’re taking the test at home, so make sure to check the requirements well in advance.

			●Use resources provided by ETS and Vibrant Publishers to familiarize yourself with the format of the GRE and the types of questions you will face. Even if you are confident about taking the test, it is essential to prepare for the test.

			Does the GRE General Test measure my proficiency in specific subject areas?

			No. The GRE General Test is designed to measure general proficiency in reading, critical reasoning, and working with data, all abilities that are critical to graduate work. However, you won’t be tested on your knowledge of any specific field.

			Where can I get additional information on the GRE General Test?

			Educational Testing Service (ETS), the organization that administers the GRE, has an informative website entirely devoted to information about the test at the GRE section at ets.org. There, you can find links that further explain how to sign up for testing, fees, score reporting and much more.

			Preparing for the Test

			How should I prepare for the test?

			The first thing you should do is thoroughly familiarize yourself with the format of the GRE General Test. Read about each section of the test, how many questions are there per section, and the required format for answers. You can find general information about the structure of the test earlier in this chapter.

			How do I prepare for the questions I will be asked on the GRE General Test?

			There are plenty of resources by Vibrant Publishers, including this book to help you prepare for the questions you will face on the GRE General Test. A list of books is provided at the beginning of this book. For the most updated list, you may visit the Test Prep Series section on www.vibrantpublishers.com.

			How much should I study/practice for the GRE?

			Study and practice until you feel comfortable with the test. Practice, practice, and practice some more until you feel confident about test day!

			Are there additional materials I can use to get even more practice?

			Yes. ETS offers a free full-length practice test that can be downloaded from the GRE section at ets.org. Also, after you have signed up for testing through ETS, you are eligible for some further test preparation materials free of additional charge.

			Test Content

			How long is the GRE General Test?

			The overall testing time is about 1 hour and 58 minutes.

			What skills does the GRE test?

			In general, the GRE is designed to test your proficiency in certain key skills that you will need for graduate-level study. More specifically:

			●The Analytical Writing section tests your ability to write about complex ideas in a coherent, focused fashion as well as your ability to command the conventions of standard written English, provide and evaluate relevant evidence, and critique other points of view.

			●The Verbal Reasoning section is an assessment of your ability to understand, interpret and analyze complex passages, use reasoning to draw inferences about written material, and use sophisticated vocabulary in context.

			●The Quantitative Reasoning section is an assessment of basic, high school-level mathematical skills and knowledge, as well as your ability to analyze and interpret data.

			What level of math is required for the Quantitative Reasoning section?

			You will be expected to know high school-level math: arithmetic, and basic concepts in algebra and geometry. You will also be expected to be able to analyze and interpret data presented in tables and graphs.

			Scoring and Score Reporting

			How are the sections of the GRE General Test scored?

			The GRE General Test is scored as follows:

			●The scores of the Verbal Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.

			●The scores of the Quantitative Reasoning section are done in 1-point increments on a scale of 130-170.

			●The scores of the Analytical Writing section are done in increments of 0.5 on a scale of 0-6.

			When will my score be reported?

			It depends on when you decide to take the GRE General Test. In general, scores for the test are reported in 8-10 days. You can find your scores in your official ETS account.  An email notification from ETS is sent when the test scores are made available. ETS will also send an official Institution Score Report to the institutions you’ve chosen to send the test scores to.

			Check the GRE section at ets.org for updates on score reporting and deadlines.

			How long will my scores be valid?

			Your score for the GRE General Test will remain valid for five years. 

			Other Questions

			Do business schools accept the GRE instead of the GMAT?

			An increasing number of business schools accept the GRE as a substitute for the more standard test for admission to an MBA program, the GMAT. Before you decide to take the GRE instead of the GMAT, make sure that the programs you are interested in applying to will accept the GRE. You can find a list of business schools that currently accept the GRE in the GRE section at ets.org.

			How is the GRE administered?

			The GRE is administered continuously year-round at designated testing centers, where you can take the test free from distractions in a secure environment that discourages cheating. The GRE Test at home is also available for those who are more comfortable in a familiar environment. For information on testing centers in your area and important dates, visit the GRE section at ets.org.	

			I have a disability that requires me to ask for special accommodation while taking the test - what sort of accommodation is offered?

			ETS does accommodate test-takers with disabilities. For information on procedures, visit the GRE Disability Accomodations section at ets.org.

			Will there be breaks during testing?

			Yes. You will be given an optional 10-minute break after the third section of the test and multiple one-minute breaks between the remaining sections. 

			Will I be given scratch paper?

			Yes. The test administrator will provide you with scratch paper to use during the test, which has to be returned to the testing center staff without any pages missing. missing.

			For the at home test, you cannot use regular notepaper. You may use either of the following materials:

			●	One small desktop whiteboard with an erasable marker.

			●	A sheet of paper placed inside a transparent sheet protector. You can write on this with an erasable marker.

			At the end of the test, you will need to show the proctor that all the notes you took during the test have been erased.

			Should I bring a calculator to the test?

			No. There will be an on-screen calculator for you to use.  

		


		
			Word List 1

		


		
			Chapter 2

			Aberration – Banal

			This chapter covers the following words, each with its part of speech, pronunciation, and descriptive meaning.

			Usage of the word is also illustrated in three to five sample sentences.

			
				
					
					
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							aberration

							abolish

							abominable

							aboriginal

							abortive

							absolve

							abusive

							abyss

							accommodate

							acknowledge

							acme

							adherent

							adjacent

							adjutant

							adorn

							advent

							advert

							affirmation

							affront

							agape

						
							
							
							agenda

							aghast

							agitate

							alienate

							amass

							amend

							amorphous

							amphibian

							amputate

							anchor

							animated

							annex

							anomaly

							anthropoid

							apex

							apologist

							appellation

							arbiter

							arrogance

							ashen

						
							
							
							aspirant

							assay

							assessment

							assimilate

							astronomical

							avid

							bait

							balk

							balm

							banal

						
					

				
			

			ABERRATION (n) [ab-uh-REY-shuh n]

			Meaning: abnormality; the act of departing from the normal

			Usage 1: Her willingness to work in a group is an aberration; she is usually a loner.

			Usage 2: There appears to be an aberration in the data that no one can explain.

			Usage 3: His course was determined and he would tolerate no aberration.

			Usage 4: You must order straight from the menu, with no aberration or modification.

			Usage 5: Can you find the aberration in that homogeneous group?

			ABOLISH (v) [uh-BOL-ish]

			Meaning: cancel; to put an end to

			Usage 1: We hope they abolish the practice of imprisoning people for their political views.

			Usage 2: To abolish slavery is an essential requirement of all modern societies.

			Usage 3: Some people believe that no form of death penalty is acceptable, and we should abolish it entirely.

			Usage 4: I advocate that we abolish the use of cell phones on all types of public transportation.

			Usage 5: If we abolish the legal right to own a gun, what will be the effect?

			ABOMINABLE (adj) [uh-BOM-uh-nuh-buh l]

			Meaning: detestable; extremely unpleasant; worthy of causing disgust

			Usage 1: Her treatment of her younger siblings is abominable; there is no way I’d ask her to babysit.

			Usage 2: That abominable woman rudely interrupted me again!

			Usage 3: The conditions at the cabin in the mountains were abominable; it hadn’t been inhabited for years.

			Usage 4: Your snowman is abominable; he has no eyes, nose, or mouth!

			Usage 5: Don’t you agree that the odor of dead fish at the fish market is abominable?

			ABORIGINAL (adj) [ab-uh-RIJ-uh-nl]

			Meaning: being the first of its kind in a region; original or earliest known

			Usage 1: The pottery of this area’s aboriginal inhabitants is exquisitely beautiful.

			Usage 2: I was fascinated by our study of the island’s animals, including those that were aboriginal.

			Usage 3: The dark jungle looked primeval, filled as it was with aboriginal plants and animals.

			Usage 4: The aboriginal people of the area must have thought the settlers were crazy.

			Usage 5: How do their aboriginal practices influence their modern customs and traditions?

			ABORTIVE (adj) [uh-BAWR-tiv]

			Meaning: unsuccessful; fruitless; failing to succeed

			Usage 1: There were several abortive attempts to start a rocket program, but none was successful.

			Usage 2: The rebel insurgence was abortive and was quickly brought down.

			Usage 3: She refused to believe the student demonstration would be abortive, but the rest of us knew it would fail.

			Usage 4: After my abortive effort to make homemade chocolate truffles, I decided store-bought ones were superior.

			Usage 5: I hear you made an abortive trip to Alaska; what happened?

			ABSOLVE (v) [ab-ZOLV]

			Meaning: pardon (an offense); exonerate; exculpate; to pronounce free from guilt or blame

			Usage 1: One goal of confession is to allow a priest to absolve a sinner from his/her sins.

			Usage 2: I refuse to absolve you for the hurtful comments you made.

			Usage 3: You think your good deeds will somehow absolve you from all your misdeeds, but you’re wrong.

			Usage 4: There would be no need to absolve you if you didn’t do anything wrong in the first place.

			Usage 5: Did she finally absolve him of the accusations that he was unfaithful?

			ABUSIVE (adj) [uh-BYOO-siv]

			Meaning: coarsely insulting; physically harmful; harsh or injurious; using harsh language

			Usage 1: Her abusive behavior towards her peers ended in a fight.

			Usage 2: I know you are angry, but please refrain from using abusive language.

			Usage 3: That use of power is abusive; surely we can find another way to accomplish our goals.

			Usage 4: Chocolate and I have an abusive relationship; I can’t resist its decadence.

			Usage 5: Is she afraid because he has been an abusive husband?

			ABYSS (n) [uh-BIS]

			Meaning: enormous chasm; a deep, immeasurable space

			Usage 1: The earthquake caused the ground to separate and form an abyss.

			Usage 2: The volcano experts crept towards the edge of the opening and stared down into the abyss.

			Usage 3: He has fallen into an abyss of sadness.

			Usage 4: I am not only out of money; my wallet has become a gaping abyss.

			Usage 5: Is that abyss bottomless?

			ACCOMMODATE (v) [uh-KOM-uh-deyt]

			Meaning: oblige or help someone; to provide suitably

			Usage 1: We hope they can accommodate this request, even though it is an unusual one.

			Usage 2: I fail to see why we need to accommodate their interests; they are not even trying to compromise.

			Usage 3: The hotel is happy to accommodate the special needs of its guests.

			Usage 4: Please tell him my minivan was designed to accommodate seven passengers, not twenty.

			Usage 5: Did you leave enough room in the jar to accommodate two crickets?

			ACKNOWLEDGE (v) [ak-NOL-ij]

			Meaning: recognize; to admit to be real or true

			Usage 1: He refused to acknowledge that he’d cheated on that test.

			Usage 2: Those experts must acknowledge the possibility that global warming is a reality.

			Usage 3: To acknowledge one may be wrong is often difficult.

			Usage 4: The annoying thing about moms is that you must acknowledge they have your best interests at heart.

			Usage 5: When did world leaders acknowledge there was an economic crisis?

			ACME (n) [AK-mee]

			Meaning: top; pinnacle; highest peak or point of achievement; zenith; the highest point

			Usage 1: With this scandal, I believe he has reached the acme of his political career.

			Usage 2: When the hikers reached the acme of the rugged peak, they collapsed in exhaustion.

			Usage 3: Nothing could compare to the view from the mountain’s acme.

			Usage 4: I realized I’d reached the acme of embarrassing moments when I burped during the job interview.

			Usage 5: Which play would you say represents the acme of Shakespeare’s career?

			ADHERENT (n) [ad-HEER-uh nt]

			Meaning: supporter; follower, one who follows or upholds another person, a cause, a belief, etc.

			Usage 1: She was an adherent of a new school of thought about recycling.

			Usage 2: I enjoy attending the meetings, but I am not an adherent to their beliefs.

			Usage 3: Which of those nations is an adherent to the treaty?

			Usage 4: As an adherent to the cause of laziness, I plan to do absolutely nothing today.

			Usage 5: Is he a strict adherent to the rules and principles that govern the organization?

			ADJACENT (adj) [uh-JEY-suh nt]

			Meaning: adjoining; neighboring; close by; lying near; next to

			Usage 1: In this classroom you will don your costume, and in the adjacent classroom you will perform your skit.

			Usage 2: The last I recall, my keys were adjacent to the telephone on the desk.

			Usage 3: The state map is on this page, and on the adjacent page are maps of the state’s major cities.

			Usage 4: Whatever you do, don’t put Tamryn adjacent to Raymond.

			Usage 5: What parking lot is adjacent to that building?

			ADJUTANT (n/adj) [AJ-uh-tuh nt]

			Meaning: staff officer assisting the commander; assistant; one of lower rank who assists one of high rank

			Usage 1: He says his adjutant keeps his schedule, and we need to go through her. (n)

			Usage 2: My goal is to move quickly beyond the adjutant position to which I’ve been assigned. (adj)

			Usage 3: Let my adjutant know your answer, and he’ll pass it on to me. (n)

			Usage 4: I was sick and tired of him treating me like an adjutant; we both operated at the same level! (n)

			Usage 5: If we can’t reach the officer, should we try her adjutant? (n)

			ADORN (v) [uh-DAWRN]

			Meaning: decorate; to make more pleasing or attractive

			Usage 1: We will adorn the house with pastel colors during the Easter celebration.

			Usage 2: Soft dew glistened on every blade of grass, which only served to adorn the meadow even more.

			Usage 3: During graduations we always adorn the cars of the new graduates with shaving cream and aluminum cans.

			Usage 4: The newly-wealthy woman sought to adorn herself with priceless jewelry.

			Usage 5: Why do we adorn ourselves so completely, thereby masking our natural beauty?

			ADVENT (n) [AD-vent]

			Meaning: arrival; the coming of

			Usage 1: After a devastatingly hot summer, we were relieved at the advent of fall.

			Usage 2: Her advent as a university guest lecturer was a source of great excitement.

			Usage 3: With the advent of my position as director came a surprisingly large salary.

			Usage 4: I do not welcome the advent of my senior years.

			Usage 5: How does the advent of spring usually affect you?

			ADVERT (v) [ad-VURT]

			Meaning: refer to; to call attention to

			Usage 1: During the press conference, do not advert to the ethics investigation unless you are prepared to talk about it fully.

			Usage 2: Be sure to advert to the fact that many of our members made generous contributions to the sponsored charity.

			Usage 3: At the faculty meeting, the principal will advert to opportunities for professional learning this summer.

			Usage 4: I feel the need to advert to the fact that we haven’t had lunch, and I am weak with hunger.

			Usage 5: Did you notice he did not advert to the allegations of fraud made against him?

			AFFIRMATION (n) [af-er-MEY-shuh n]

			Meaning: positive assertion; confirmation of the truth; praise; a truthful statement

			Usage 1: His compliments of my work were an incredible affirmation.

			Usage 2: The congregation’s affirmation made the new members feel welcome.

			Usage 3: With her affirmation regarding the events of that day, the case against him was looking grim.

			Usage 4: I don’t know why I fish for compliments; I don’t need that kind of affirmation.

			Usage 5: Was your affirmation accepted into evidence at trial?

			AFFRONT (n) [uh-FRUHNT]

			Meaning: insult; offence; intentional act of disrespect; a deliberately rude act or word

			Usage 1: The lawyer took it as an affront that I wanted a second opinion.

			Usage 2: The look on her face confirmed she felt the affront.

			Usage 3: She promised her fiancé not to give affront to her prospective in-laws.

			Usage 4: The apartment’s tacky wallpaper and 70s carpeting was an affront to my senses.

			Usage 5: Are you sure that email will not give affront to its recipients?

			AGAPE (adj) [uh-GEYP]

			Meaning: with mouth wide open because of surprise or wonder

			Usage 1: The students were agape with wonder at the milky-white Beluga whales.

			Usage 2: It is no help whatsoever when drivers passing an accident are distracted and agape with horror.

			Usage 3: Please don’t stand there with your mouth agape; help me!

			Usage 4: My mouth stood agape when the clerk finally punched the rude customer.

			Usage 5: Didn’t the sight of the Aurora Borealis leave you agape with astonishment?

			AGENDA (n) [uh-JEN-duh]

			Meaning: items of business at a meeting; a list of things to be done

			Usage 1: Each student will be provided with an agenda so that they may keep track of their classroom assignments.

			Usage 2: Today’s agenda is filled to the brim; we will have to save new items for tomorrow.

			Usage 3: Please refer to your agenda as the conference progresses.

			Usage 4: There are three items on my agenda today: sleep, turn over, sleep some more.

			Usage 5: What is on the agenda for tonight’s meeting?

			AGHAST (adj) [uh-GAST]

			Meaning: horrified; struck with overwhelming shock

			Usage 1: The interviewers were aghast at the sloppy clothing worn by the interviewees.

			Usage 2: The crowd at the air show was aghast when the stunt plane fell from the sky.

			Usage 3: As the wildfire destroyed home after home, residents stood aghast.

			Usage 4: I tried not to look aghast when my mother-in-law wiped my husband’s chin.

			Usage 5: Were you as aghast as I at her rudeness?

			AGITATE (v) [AJ-i-teyt]

			Meaning: stir up; disturb; to excite emotion

			Usage 1: The editorial was designed to agitate local citizens and cause more controversy.

			Usage 2: You have no idea how that tiger will respond if you agitate him.

			Usage 3: It is about time we agitate that championship team; they’ve become too complacent in their victories.

			Usage 4: Hearing any more about their stupidity will only agitate me further.

			Usage 5: Why does she agitate him again right after he calms down?

			ALIENATE (v) [EYL-yuh-neyt]

			Meaning: make hostile; separate; to make unfriendly; estrange

			Usage 1: The new, stringent rules will certainly alienate our long-standing members.

			Usage 2: I don’t want to alienate anyone, but I am determined to speak my mind.

			Usage 3: The fundraisers cannot afford to alienate even a single contributor.

			Usage 4: I am convinced that my natural, wholesome beauty will alienate me, making every woman at the party jealous.

			Usage 5: Will my decision alienate me from the rest of the committee?

			AMASS (v) [uh-MAS]

			Meaning: collect; to gather

			Usage 1: To amass a collection of classic cars from the 1930s has always been my dream.

			Usage 2: The general’s plan to amass a large battalion at the bridge was thwarted by a powerful storm.

			Usage 3: The goal of a flash mob is to amass a large number of people at the same time at the same location to witness or participate in a particular event.

			Usage 4: One of my goals in life is to amass as much knowledge as my brain can handle.

			Usage 5: How could he amass such a fortune legally?

			AMEND (v) [uh-MEND]

			Meaning: correct; change, generally for the better; to improve

			Usage 1: The president has decided to amend the company’s position.

			Usage 2: There is no way to amend your wrongdoing; you must simply learn from your mistakes.

			Usage 3: Let me amend my speech so that my argument is clear.

			Usage 4: Believe me; you will want to amend your rude behavior when you appear in front of the judge.

			Usage 5: Will they amend the law or leave it as it stands?

			AMORPHOUS (adj) [uh-MAWR-fuh s]

			Meaning: formless; lacking shape or definition

			Usage 1: That movie monster was totally unbelievable; it was a amorphous mass of goo.

			Usage 2: Those minerals lack internal structure and are regarded as amorphous.

			Usage 3: My feelings about the project were amorphous; I wasn’t sure how I felt.

			Usage 4: I accidentally put the ice cream cake in the fridge and it came out a chunky, amorphous mass.

			Usage 5: Are her plans still undefined and amorphous?

			AMPHIBIAN (adj) [am-FIB-ee-uhn]

			Meaning: possessing the qualities of Amphibia, including the ability to function on land and water

			Usage 1: The amphibian characteristics of frogs and toads allow them to live in both land and water.

			Usage 2: Watching those amphibian planes land on water is fascinating.

			Usage 3: The amphibian nature of those vehicles made them invaluable during the Korean and Vietnam Wars.

			Usage 4: She must have thought her car was an amphibian because she ran it into the lake.

			Usage 5: Will this terrarium work for amphibian inhabitants?

			AMPUTATE (v) [AM-pyoo-teyt]

			Meaning: cut off part of body; to cut off, usually by surgery, or to prune

			Usage 1: When growing roses, it is best to amputate dead branches regularly.

			Usage 2: The gangrene has set into the ankle, and they will need to amputate it from the knee down.

			Usage 3: The goal is to avoid the need to amputate the limbs.

			Usage 4: I would rather amputate my right arm than lend her a hand.

			Usage 5: Should we amputate the last two sentences of the third paragraph?

			ANCHOR (v) [ANG-ker]

			Meaning: secure or fasten firmly; to hold in place

			Usage 1: We need to anchor the base of the windmills firmly into the mountainside.

			Usage 2: When you visit us at the lake, simply anchor your boat at our dock.

			Usage 3: I want to anchor this discussion in concern for what is best for the children.

			Usage 4: You can anchor yourself in the belief that no one saw your embarrassing moment.

			Usage 5: Did you anchor the edges of the tent so that it doesn’t blow away?

			ANIMATED (adj) [AN-uh-mey-tid]

			Meaning: lively; spirited; vivacious; brought to life

			Usage 1: Her discussion about her day was animated and entertaining.

			Usage 2: I am always animated when I talk; I gesture with my hands the whole time.

			Usage 3: In her art video, Milly allowed an animated necktie and scarf to tell her story.

			Usage 4: My polychromatic outfits made me feel like an animated character from a children’s cartoon.

			Usage 5: You are not very animated today; are you feeling okay?

			ANNEX (v) [uh-NEKS]

			Meaning: attach; take possession of; to add or incorporate

			Usage 1: The city will annex the land and will assume responsibility for the residents who live there.

			Usage 2: We are hoping they annex the new room at the museum so that we will have additional room for display.

			Usage 3: Let’s annex our efforts to see if, together, we can produce an even better product.

			Usage 4: If you keep buying junk, we will have to annex the next building in order to store it all.

			Usage 5: Does one country have the right to annex portions of another without the approval of the citizens?

			ANOMALY (n) [uh-NOM-uh-lee]

			Meaning: irregularity; a deviation from normal

			Usage 1: The weather pattern this past winter was an anomaly; our winters here are usually mild.

			Usage 2: I could not explain the anomaly in the results of my science fair project.

			Usage 3: The nebula you are viewing is considered a space anomaly; it shouldn’t be there.

			Usage 4: I don’t want my wardrobe at the reunion to be an anomaly; I want to fit in with everyone else.

			Usage 5: Do you have a theory that explains the anomaly we are seeing right now?

			ANTHROPOID (adj/n) [AN-thruh-poid]

			Meaning: manlike; having the characteristics of a human

			Usage 1: You can easily see from a chimpanzee’s anthropoid appearance why chimpanzees and humans share the designation of primates. (adj)

			Usage 2: That robot’s anthropoid face gives me the creeps; it’s too lifelike! (adj)

			Usage 3: An anthropoid appearance is no guarantee of human-like intelligence. (adj)

			Usage 4: He is, arguably, merely an anthropoid; I don’t think there’s truly a man inside of him. (n)

			Usage 5: Do you think if we encounter aliens in space that they will be anthropoids? (n)

			APEX (n) [EY-peks]

			Meaning: tip; summit; climax; the highest point

			Usage 1: We were elated when we reached the dormant volcano’s apex and could peer directly into it.

			Usage 2: It seemed the closer we approached, the more distant the mountain’s apex was.

			Usage 3: When the moon reaches its apex, the initiation ceremony will begin.

			Usage 4: The apex of my career as a dancer occurred when I was at my two-year-old birthday party, and I danced atop my grandfather’s shoes.

			Usage 5: Have the climbers reached the apex yet?

			APOLOGIST (n) [uh-POL-uh-jist]

			Meaning: one who writes in defense of a cause or institution; a person who offers a defense or argument in support

			Usage 1: He has become an apologist for the misdeeds of the church.

			Usage 2: You sound like an apologist arguing from a position of weakness.

			Usage 3: The company spokeswoman served as an apologist for the poor handling of the matter.

			Usage 4: I refuse to be an apologist for the behavior of my insane family.

			Usage 5: Why have you assumed the role of apologist for decisions over which you had no control?

			APPELLATION (n) [ap-uh-LEY-shuh n]

			Meaning: title; a name or designation

			Usage 1: “Cruel” would be the appellation I would use for the team owner’s firing of the coach.

			Usage 2: It wasn’t until the appellation of her son that his existence became real to her.

			Usage 3: Another appellation would not suit her; the name fit.

			Usage 4: My appellation signifies nothing; wait until you meet me in person.

			Usage 5: By what appellation will you answer when you become a grandmother?

			ARBITER (n) [AHR-bi-ter]

			Meaning: a person with power to decide a dispute; judge; a person authorized to decide; an arbitrator

			Usage 1: The decision in the case will be left to the arbiter.

			Usage 2: He believes he is the sole arbiter of what is morally correct, but that simply isn’t the case.

			Usage 3: With her fashion sense, she is always held out as the arbiter of good taste.

			Usage 4: I am perpetually the arbiter of disputes between my cat and my goldfish.

			Usage 5: Who is the arbiter assigned to decide this case?

			ARROGANCE (n) [AR-uh-guh ns]

			Meaning: pride; haughtiness; self-importance

			Usage 1: I find her arrogance annoying; she is not the only authority in this matter.

			Usage 2: His arrogance as a competitor was not justified; he wasn’t evena skilled player.

			Usage 3: Such arrogance in one so young and inexperienced is rare.

			Usage 4: Only my innate arrogance made me foolishly believe I could prepare a meal for twenty with minimal cooking experience.

			Usage 5: Was her arrogance the only reason you refused to go out with her?

			ASHEN (adj) [ASH-uh n]

			Meaning: ash-colored, deathly pale

			Usage 1: When she heard the verdict, her face became ashen.

			Usage 2: I hate when my skin becomes ashen because it is so dry.

			Usage 3: The tree leaves appeared ashen in the intense sunlight.

			Usage 4: Your legs and arms appear tanned and healthy; mine are ashen.

			Usage 5: Wasn’t that purple house originally supposed to be ashen gray?

			ASPIRANT (n) [AS-per-uh nt]

			Meaning: seeker of position or status; one who seeks a higher position

			Usage 1: He was not the only aspirant for the lead in the Broadway show; there were many others.

			Usage 2: As an aspirant in the field of professional golf, his long hours of practice were essential.

			Usage 3: The aspirant who demonstrates the best understanding of what we do here will have a tremendous advantage.

			Usage 4: I hate to admit it, but I am the aspirant they are interviewing to take your position.

			Usage 5: Are you an aspirant for a career in space travel?

			ASSAY (v/n) [a-SEY/ AS-ey]

			Meaning: analyze; evaluate; examine/examination

			Usage 1: The tailor must assay his client to determine the measurements for the handmade suit. (v)

			Usage 2: The tailor will make an assay of his client to determine the measurements for the handmade suit. (n)

			Usage 3: To assay the components of the compound, the students subjected it to varying degrees of heat. (v)

			Usage 4: The alchemist attempted to assay items that could be turned to gold. (v)

			Usage 5: What does your assay reveal about the chemical components of that liquid? (n)

			ASSESSMENT (n) [uh-SES-muh nt]

			Meaning: evaluation; the act of making a judgment

			Usage 1: In my assessment, the umpire made the wrong call.

			Usage 2: We asked for an expert assessment of the situation.

			Usage 3: At this point we are in the assessment phase of the project.

			Usage 4: When I saw my jewels were gone from the safe, I made an immediate assessment that I had been burgled.

			Usage 5: Is our final exam our last assessment of the school year?

			ASSIMILATE (v) [uh-SIM-uh-leyt]

			Meaning: absorb; cause to become homogeneous; to become like others

			Usage 1: Many immigrants struggle to assimilate when they move to a new country.

			Usage 2: It is important that you assimilate into the corporation’s culture so that you can work well with others.

			Usage 3: Some argue that the desire to assimilate can cause individuals to forget their own, unique heritage.

			Usage 4: Don’t try to assimilate; instead, be the original that you are.

			Usage 5: Can you assimilate new knowledge as quickly as you would like?

			ASTRONOMICAL (adj) [as-truh-NOM-i-kuh l]

			Meaning: enormously large or extensive; inconceivably large

			Usage 1: My migraine is reaching astronomical proportions, and I desperately need peace and quiet.

			Usage 2: The distances across the universe are so astronomical, we cannot begin to understand them.

			Usage 3: Her astronomical rise from an unknown to a superstar still astonishes me.

			Usage 4: He was going to fly her to the moon, but the cost of the trip was astronomical.

			Usage 5: Can you believe the astronomical rise in housing prices?

			AVID (adj) [AV-id]

			Meaning: greedy; eager for; enthusiastic

			Usage 1: I have been an avid reader for years.

			Usage 2: As an avid scholar, he thoroughly researched every paper he wrote.

			Usage 3: He was an avid keeper of the meeting notes; not a statement was made without his recording it.

			Usage 4: I am not sure there is a difference between and avid fan and a fanatic.

			Usage 5: Are you an avid poker player or a casual one?

			BAIT (v) [beyt]

			Meaning: harass; tease; purposely seek a response from (usually negative)

			Usage 1: Don’t bait your little brother; leave him alone.

			Usage 2: A bully depends on his or her ability to bait you into action.

			Usage 3: In an effort to bait the teacher, the students stood on their desks.

			Usage 4: I think he’s trying to bait me into doing something I will regret.

			Usage 5: Did you bait the hook?

			BALK (v) [bawk]

			Meaning: foil or thwart; stop short; refuse to go on; obstruct; impede; prevent; frustrate; object to vigorously

			Usage 1: If you try to feed the baby mashed spinach, he will balk at it.

			Usage 2: I tried not to balk at his ridiculous opinions.

			Usage 3: The horse will balk at any attempt to bring him into the ring.

			Usage 4: I reserve the right to balk at the price tag of whichever suit you choose.

			Usage 5: Wouldn’t you balk at what amounts to prison food?

			BALM (n) [bahm]

			Meaning: something that relieves pain; an ointment designed to soothe

			Usage 1: My mother always had one balm or another for aching muscles.

			Usage 2: His kind words were a balm to my increasing anxiety.

			Usage 3: The warm rain was a balm to my winter-weary body.

			Usage 4: My plans tonight include a long, hot bath in an aromatic balm.

			Usage 5: Would this balm help the sores on her feet?

			BANAL (adj) [buh-NAL]

			Meaning: hackneyed; trite; lacking originality; boring and commonplace

			Usage 1: His tone indicated he felt the conversation was banal.

			Usage 2: These banal expressions get on my nerves.

			Usage 3: Her paintings of fruit bowls were banal and uninteresting.

			Usage 4: Modern gargoyles are banal when compared to medieval ones.

			Usage 5: Didn’t you find your conversation with the celebrity surprisingly banal?

		


		
			Chapter 3

			Barrister – Conveyance

			This chapter covers the following words, each with its part of speech, pronunciation, and descriptive meaning.

			Usage of the word is also illustrated in three to five sample sentences.
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			BARRISTER (n) [BAR-uh-ster]

			Meaning: counselor-at-law; a lawyer authorized to appear in court

			Usage 1: In America, a courtroom lawyer is a litigator, but in England he or she is known as a barrister.

			Usage 2: Her barrister knew all the judges on the circuit, which gave her a distinct advantage.

			Usage 3: Many attorneys avoid the role of the barrister, and they never appear in court.

			Usage 4: You don’t have to be a barrister to know that arguing with a judge never helps your case.

			Usage 5: Has your barrister practiced your testimony with you?

			BEGET (v) [bih-GET]

			Meaning: father; produce; give rise to; to give birth to; prompt

			Usage 1: One good deed can beget another.

			Usage 2: Poor reasoning will beget poor judicial decisions.

			Usage 3: Careful following of the recipe will beget the perfect cheese soufflé.

			Usage 4: I had the chance to beget children, but I chose to adopt a puppy.

			Usage 5: Who knew that he would beget such beautiful offspring?

			BENEFICIAL (adj) [ben-uh-FISH-uh l]

			Meaning: helpful; useful; producing a good result

			Usage 1: Eating vegetables and fruit is beneficial to your health.

			Usage 2: It isn’t beneficial for you to spend money on that right now.

			Usage 3: Arguing with him will not result in a beneficial outcome.

			Usage 4: It would be beneficial for you to take your foot out of your mouth.

			Usage 5: Do you think exercising the leg would be beneficial at this point?

			BERSERK (adj) [ber-SURK]

			Meaning: frenzied; wild and destructive

			Usage 1: The director went berserk when his star actor did not show up.

			Usage 2: Don’t go berserk; it will all work out in the end.

			Usage 3: Some shoppers have gone berserk over the latest smartphone.

			Usage 4: To go berserk is sometimes a luxury and sometimes a necessity.

			Usage 5: Are you confused or have you simply gone berserk?

			BESIEGE (v) [bih-SEEJ]

			Meaning: surround with armed forces; put under attack

			Usage 1: The peasants made plans to besiege the castle during the night.

			Usage 2: The spring pollen will besiege my senses.

			Usage 3: Whether there were plans to besiege the embassy is still under investigation.

			Usage 4: If I ever win the lottery, my family will besiege me with requests for loans.

			Usage 5: When will they besiege the capital and end the dictator’s rule?

			BLANCH (v) [blahnch]

			Meaning: bleach; whiten; drain the color from

			Usage 1: These doilies have turned gray with age; I will need to blanch them.

			Usage 2: Those acids are used to blanch the surround metallic surfaces and enhance the stenciled words.

			Usage 3: We must blanch the cloth so that its dyeing will come out even.

			Usage 4: The long, hard winter had managed to blanch my cheeks and dry my skin.

			Usage 5: Did her face just blanch when you mentioned her old boyfriend’s name?

			BLARE (n) [blair]

			Meaning: loud, harsh; an intense sound or image

			Usage 1: The blare of the trumpets announced the arrival of the king.

			Usage 2: The crash of colors on the canvas was a blare to my senses.

			Usage 3: You will likely experience a blare of car horns when you make that U-turn.

			Usage 4: If you don’t shut down that blare of music, I am going to shut down the circuitry to your bedroom.

			Usage 5: When did restaurants exchange elevator music for the blare of hard rock?

			BLEAK (adj) [bleek]

			Meaning: cold or cheerless; unlikely to be favorable; not hopeful

			Usage 1: After serving time in prison my job prospects were bleak.

			Usage 2: The long, bleak winter in Russia made the spring that much more enticing.

			Usage 3: The disastrous quarterly report made his continuing career as a corporate executive appear bleak.

			Usage 4: The house seemed bleak after the parade of visitors left.

			Usage 5: Have you ever experienced such a bleak winter day?

			BLOATED (adj) [BLOH-tid]

			Meaning: swollen or puffed as with water or with air; over-sized or over-extended

			Usage 1: The treasury coffers were bloated with illegal tax dollars.

			Usage 2: The corpse was bloated after nine days in the river.

			Usage 3: The bloated air balloon lifted gently into the sky.

			Usage 4: My wallet is bloated with one-dollar bills; I wish they were twenties.

			Usage 5: How can a bloated body look so different?

			BLOWHARD (n) [BLOH-hahrd]

			Meaning: talkative boaster; one who brags (generally on himself/herself)

			Usage 1: I always suspect a blowhard of actually being the most insecure person in the room.

			Usage 2:What a blowhard; she didn’t stop bragging about her accomplishments even for a second.

			Usage 3: No coach seeks a blowhard to join his or her team.

			Usage 4: He is such a blowhard; I can’t remember why I married him.

			Usage 5: Have you ever met a blowhard with so little to brag about?

			BLUFF (n) [bluhf]

			Meaning: pretense (of strength); deception; an attempt to fool others with a lie; a cliff

			Usage 1: He was a master at the bluff in poker.

			Usage 2: It was all a bluff; he did not have a gun in his pocket.

			Usage 3: We stood on the bluff above Puget Sound and enjoyed the view.

			Usage 4: The wind whipped the hat right off my head and it went sailing down the bluff.

			Usage 5: Was that a bluff, or did you really mean what you were saying?

			BOGUS (adj) [BOH-guh s]

			Meaning: counterfeit; not authentic; fake; not real

			Usage 1: These twenty dollar bills are bogus.

			Usage 2: The results of that study are bogus, and we should not base our decisions on them.

			Usage 3: Mom gave me ten bogus reasons I cannot go to the movies with my friends.

			Usage 4: I think of bogus checks as an opportunity for creative writing.

			Usage 5: Do you think these credit cards are bogus or are they the real thing?

			BRITTLE (adj) [BRIT-l]

			Meaning: easily broken; difficult; fragile; frail

			Usage 1: Her illness made her bones brittle.

			Usage 2: The wind was so cold, my fingers felt brittle.

			Usage 3: The frozen grass was too brittle even for the cows to eat.

			Usage 4: The peace between us could be described as brittle.

			Usage 5: Is the antique stained glass brittle?

			BROACH (v) [brohch]

			Meaning: introduce; open up; bring up for discussion

			Usage 1: I did not want to broach the matter of money owed; he was already upset.

			Usage 2: Please broach the topic of counseling with her; it would do her some good.

			Usage 3: We cannot even broach the idea of raising the necessary funds through taxation.

			Usage 4: I hate to broach the subject, but your house is on fire.

			Usage 5: How can we broach the topic of their wedding plans when they aren’t even talking to each other?

			BROCHURE (n) [broh-SHOO R]

			Meaning: pamphlet; an informational leaflet

			Usage 1: In our social studies class, we prepared a brochure about a country we wanted to visit.

			Usage 2: You can download a brochure that contains a side-by-side comparison of these SUVs.

			Usage 3: As a service project, we can produce a brochure with information about easy exercises for the elderly.

			Usage 4: With the brochure in hand, I made my purchase and was confident it was the best one.

			Usage 5: Did the brochure give you more information than the travel agent?

			CALAMITY (n) [kuh-LAM-i-tee]

			Meaning: disaster; misery; a mishap or catastrophe

			Usage 1: What a calamity; the pigs are routing through the garden.

			Usage 2: Don’t act as if this is a calamity; you wanted this outcome all along.

			Usage 3: The organization always helps its members when there is a calamity.

			Usage 4: They thought of it as a calamity; I thought of it as an insurance claim.

			Usage 5: When calamity strikes, will you be ready?

			CANINE (adj) [KEY-nahyn]

			Meaning: related to dogs; dog-like

			Usage 1: The veterinarian’s canine practice is more profitable than her feline one.

			Usage 2: He had an almost canine sense of smell.

			Usage 3: Those are canine toys, not human ones.

			Usage 4: I tend to prefer canine company over almost any other.

			Usage 5: Why can’t all fidelity be like canine fidelity?

			CAPRICE (n) [kuh-PREES]

			Meaning: sudden, unexpected fancy; whim; an action taken on impulse

			Usage 1: On the caprice of the moment, we hopped on a flight to Italy.

			Usage 2: Greek myths reinforce the belief that we live at the caprice of the gods.

			Usage 3: It wasn’t merely caprice; I was making a fully-thought-out change in mylife.

			Usage 4: Some find her sense of caprice charming; I find it annoying.

			Usage 5: Is the committee operating at the caprice of the legislature?

			CASUALTY (n) [KAZH-oo-uh l-tee]

			Meaning: serious or fatal accident; an accident or one who is harmed in an accident

			Usage 1: I object to your claiming him as a casualty of war; his death was unrelated to the war.

			Usage 2: This casualty could easily have been avoided if the driver had followed safety precautions.

			Usage 3: Using your cell phone while driving is inviting a casualty.

			Usage 4: The only casualty when we were hiking through the mud was my sandals; I lost both of them in the muck.

			Usage 5: Is their loss of customers a casualty of tougher economic times?

			CATARACT (n) [KAT-uh-rakt]

			Meaning: great waterfall; downward rush of water; eye abnormality; opacity in the eye

			Usage 1: The railroad trip took us past the most astonishing cataract above the fjords of Norway.

			Usage 2: My last eye test revealed the early formation of a cataract on my left eye.

			Usage 3: The cataract was not only a tourist attraction, but the rushing water generated enough electricity to power a small town.

			Usage 4: I wish I’d never had the cataract removed; once it was gone, I could clearly see all my wrinkles.

			Usage 5: Does having a cataract in both eyes significantly affect your vision?

			CAVALIER (adj) [kav-uh-LEER]

			Meaning: offhand or casual; haughty; thoughtless

			Usage 1: The first sign of trouble was his cavalier handshake.

			Usage 2: There is no need for the cavalier attitude; we are co-workers on this project.

			Usage 3: I get so tired of his cavalier approach to training employees.

			Usage 4: You might think you’re appearing brave and daring, but you’re coming off as cavalier.

			Usage 5: Will I come off as cavalier if I don’t follow the new procedures?

			CENSOR (n) [SEN-ser]

			Meaning: overseer of morals; person who reads to eliminate inappropriate remarks; person in charge of removing inappropriate items from public view

			Usage 1: It was the job of our censor to monitor content on the webpage.

			Usage 2: In the experience of the censor, the parameters of what was deemed morally wrong were ever- changing.

			Usage 3: The censor was fired for allowing the newspaper to print an article that even mildly criticized the government.

			Usage 4: I am my teenager’s cell-phone-text censor; nothing gets by me.

			Usage 5: Can we count on the censor to catch every bit of foul language in the music?

			CEREBRATION (n) [ser-uh-brey-shuh n]

			Meaning: thought; the act of thinking

			Usage 1: He may not be strong in the area of cerebration, but he is a loyal friend.

			Usage 2: It would take some deep cerebration, but I was confident we could solve the problem.

			Usage 3: His parents worry that the music he listens to encourages dark cerebration.

			Usage 4: They say broccoli promotes efficient cerebration.

			Usage 5: Have you considered the extent to which the lesson promotes student cerebration?

			CHAFF (n) [chaf]

			Meaning: worthless products of an endeavor; husks of grain disposed of during processing; unused items

			Usage 1: It is imperative that we separate the wheat from the chaff during the interview process.

			Usage 2: I was treated like chaff disposed of with little concern for my well-being.

			Usage 3: Once you remove the chaff from the mix, the beauty of the project shines through.

			Usage 4: At the discount clothing store I spend hours sifting through chaff to find a single piece of wheat.

			Usage 5: After removing the chaff, were there any kernels of wheat left?

			CHAMPION (v) [CHAM-pee-uh n]

			Meaning: support militantly; defend or support with fervor

			Usage 1: Once I married her, she expected me to champion all her charitable causes.

			Usage 2: To champion the political views of his party was the wisest way to obtain early support.

			Usage 3: It would champion the cause of justice if he were to win this battle in court.

			Usage 4: I refuse to champion any group that won’t allow me to be a member.

			Usage 5: Did he champion for the cause of freedom?

			CHASM (n) [KAZ-uh m]

			Meaning: abyss; a deep, immeasurable space

			Usage 1: The deep chasm narrowed to a tiny, swift-moving stream.

			Usage 2: They will search every chasm for the missing rafters.

			Usage 3: There was a chasm between the positions of the two warring nations.

			Usage 4: I hoped a chasm would suddenly open up, and my boss would fall into it.

			Usage 5: Have they measured how deep that chasm is?

			CHASTEN (v) [CHEY-suh n]

			Meaning: discipline; punish or correct in order to cause improvement; chastise

			Usage 1: You do not need to chasten me; I know my job.

			Usage 2: The ridiculous principal did not feel the need to chasten either the students or the teachers.

			Usage 3: If I chasten you, it is only because I want you to improve your performance.

			Usage 4: She was the last person who had any right to chasten me.

			Usage 5: Did you duly chasten the miscreants for their inappropriate conduct?

			CHISEL (n) [CHIZ-uh l]

			Meaning: wedge like tool for cutting; a tool with a sharp, cutting edge

			Usage 1: The sculpture in the rock was created using a hammer and chisel.

			Usage 2: The marks of the chisel were evident in the poorly-crafted headstone.

			Usage 3: Some wood carvings are created using a heated chisel that burns and seals the wood.

			Usage 4: I can’t remember if I used the hammer or the chisel to leave a message in the side of his sports car.

			Usage 5: Is that chisel sharp enough for someone sculpting a marble statue?

			CHIVALROUS (adj) [SHIV-uh l-ruh s]

			Meaning: courteous; faithful; brave; gracious and honorable

			Usage 1: His chivalrous defending of my honor endeared him to me immediately.

			Usage 2: The chivalrous knight turned out to be a chivalrous princess disguised as a knight.

			Usage 3: She made a chivalrous attempt to ignore her partner’s rudeness to the crowd.

			Usage 4: There is nothing that makes me more hopeful than a chivalrous teenager.

			Usage 5: What chivalrous acts brought him to your attention?

			CHOREOGRAPHY (n) [kawr-ee-OG-ruh-fee]

			Meaning: art of representing dances in written symbols; arrangement of dances; art of arranging dance steps

			Usage 1: The student-led choreography was even better than that devised by the teacher.

			Usage 2: Her choreography does not match the rhythm of the music.

			Usage 3: He loves to dance, but he discovered that his true talent lies in choreography.

			Usage 4: If I had done the choreography, the dancers would have staged a mutiny.

			Usage 5: What did you think of the ultra-modern choreography in that new musical?

			CIRCUITOUS (adj) [ser-KYOO-i-tuh s]

			Meaning: Roundabout; traveling in circles

			Usage 1: The taxi driver took us on a ridiculously circuitous route to downtown.

			Usage 2: We didn’t realize the path was circuitous, and soon we were back where we started.
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