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School was back in session and Denise was looking forward to her final year of graduate school. She had a beautiful summer working as an intern hoping that the experience would pay valuable dividends when recruiters showed up during the Fall Term. The job market was terrible and she hoped to land a position quickly so that her final year of graduate school would be stress-free.

A new dorm opened on campus and she applied during the Spring Term hoping to spend her final year in one of the new, spacious rooms rather than the tight, cramped quarters of the old dorms.

She would have to share the room with another girl, but that was not important to Denise. All of her previous roommates were cool and she did not expect any problems with her new roommate. 

The last year was supposed to be the worst despite an easier class schedule. Graduate project, interviews, mixers, and cultivating relationships with potential employers. There was so much pressure to land a job fast that she felt as if she would need a vacation before the term was through.

Denise lived in the dorms her entire school career and this final year would be no different. The graduate dorms were much nicer and better maintained than the undergrad dorms. No drunk frat guys, girls screaming during sex or freshman throwing up in the dorms after their first night partying.

Her new roommate, Tara, was also in her final year and looking to enter the Ph.D. program. Denise had seen her around campus a few times over the years, but their circles never crossed. Denise never heard anything bad about her from her friends either. In fact, nobody really knew much about Tara except that she was quiet and kept to herself. Denise surmised that she might be the perfect roommate. 

There was a knock on the door and Denise opened it to find Tara with both hands full.

‘Oh, let me help you with that. You must be Tara,’ said Denise helping her with her bags and getting out of the way. Tara entered and dropped her stuff on the empty bed.

‘Hi. Sorry about that, you must be Denise. Tara, nice to meet you,’ said Tara extending her hand.

‘Yes and it is a pleasure to meet you Tara.’

‘Sorry, but my car is double-parked outside and you know how they are with parking.’

‘Let me help you unload your car.’

‘Thank you so much. When did you move in?’

‘Last week, the business school moved in a week early due to all the mixers.’

‘Lucky you, what area of business school?’

‘Management, how about yourself?’

‘Biology.’

‘That is cool.’

‘Thanks, I am working on studying genders within animals.’

‘That sounds cool.’

‘It is but most people don’t understand it.’

‘We will have a lot to talk about.’

‘Sure, it is fun back in the dorms after living off campus for a few years.’

Denise helped Tara unload her stuff and unpack where possible. They chatted for a bit finding Tara more open than her friends had said. She was actually quite nice and friendly.

Tara's area of biology focused on the few species around the world that could change genders like the clownfish. She found it fascinating which is why she wanted to study this behavior and its place in evolution. Her career path was interesting as she could move in a myriad of directions from teaching to university research to pharmaceutical research determining if the genes that played a role in changing genders could one day save lives.

During their conversation Denise discovered why Tara was so quiet; she could get very engrossed in her studies. Tara was generally quiet but if you took a moment to talk with her, she was surprisingly funny and engaging. 

They hit it off like long lost friends and went out to dinner at one of the local campus restaurants laughing and getting along great. Tara was more than helpful for her new roommate supporting her during her networking dinners which were more than stressful. In this economy, there was a lot of pressure to land a job early and coast to graduation. Tara would often help out with little things like grabbing Denise's laundry or cleaning their room.

Denise loved her roommate and tried to help out whenever possible as well. Most of Tara's work was computer based with a significant amount of old school book work, meaning she spent most of her time in the library, lab, and their dorm room. 

Denise enjoyed rooming with Tara and discovered that they had a lot in common.

The two of them spent a couple of nights a week going out to dinner around campus laughing and joking. Tara was not much of a bar person, but that was fine by Denise as her work ethic rubbed off on Denise giving her more focus on school and networking.

One day Denise was walking on campus and thought that it was strange Tara never mentioned having a boyfriend. In fact, she barely mentioned guys at all.  Denise did not have a steady guy, but she had a couple of boys on the side. She started thinking about all the fun they could have on double dates. If Denise could make a couple of introductions maybe Tara could find herself a boyfriend.

When she got back, Tara was working on her computer and Denise sat down to chat about her day.
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