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Introduction
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Psalm 23 remains the most cherished song of the Psalter; it provides a profound look into the intimate relationship between the Creator and the believer. In this short but powerful passage, David moves from describing God in the third person to addressing Him directly in the second person, which signals a deepening of spiritual intimacy. The imagery of the Shepherd was not merely a poetic choice for David; it was a reflection of his own life experiences on the hills of Bethlehem. This commentary explores the spiritual depths of each verse, connecting the Old Testament shadows to the New Testament reality of Jesus Christ.
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Psalm 23:1
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This opening declaration establishes the foundational relationship between the Creator and the individual believer. By stating that the Lord is his shepherd, David acknowledges a position of total dependence; he recognizes that he is like a sheep, prone to wandering and unable to provide for his own needs. This relationship is intensely personal, as seen in the use of the word "my." It is not enough to know that God is a shepherd to the world; one must know Him as their own personal Savior. This verse echoes the words of Jesus in John 10:11, where He declares Himself to be the Good Shepherd who gives His life for the sheep.

The promise that the believer shall not want is a testament to the sufficiency of Christ. It does not necessarily mean that every worldly desire will be granted; rather, it suggests that every true need will be met by the hand of God. When a person is under the care of the Great Shepherd, they lack nothing that is essential for their spiritual well-being. This aligns with the promise in Philippians 4:19, where it is written that God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.


	The Shepherd provides protection from predators.

	The Shepherd provides direction in the wilderness.

	The Shepherd provides sustenance in times of drought.



To say "I shall not want" is a confession of contentment. It is an acknowledgment that the Shepherd is enough to satisfy the soul. In a world driven by greed and the constant pursuit of more, the believer finds rest in the simple truth that Jesus is the provider of all things. This verse serves as a reminder that we are not our own; we have been bought with a price and are now under the constant, loving supervision of the One who knows our names.
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