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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      As the work of God grows, so must its leaders. In this critical season, where spiritual responsibilities are multiplying and the vision is expanding across nations and generations, our need is not merely for more leaders—but for continuously changing ones.

      This 2024 Ministry Assistants’ Retreat was born from a burden: to shape and stretch the leadership capacity within us. In these pages, you will discover nine biblical paradigms of leadership, each arising in different contexts, for different needs, under God’s sovereign direction.

      From the Patriarchal leadership to Moses’ pioneering intercession, Joshua’s conquering charge, the cyclical chaos of the Judges, to the centralised kingdom under David and the sobering transitions into the prophetic and post-exilic eras—we discern clear patterns through the study of leadership evolution in Israel. Each phase required a different leadership paradigm, a fresh revelation, and a deeper consecration, with each leader raised by God to meet the unique demands of his time.

      Leadership is not static. It is dynamic, dialectical, and deeply personal. As the challenges of the work of God shift, as the size and scope of the mission enlarge, we must allow the Spirit of God to transform our understanding of  spiritual leadership and to mould us into vessels adequate and relevant for the needs of today—and the demands of tomorrow.

      There is a dual responsibility in this conjuncture. First, to develop and mature existing leaders, equipping them to grow in proportion to the work. Second, to make room for the emergence of new leaders, those whom God is raising in response to the prayers and labours of the faithful. The leadership of yesterday laid the foundation—but now is the time for expansion, explosion and extension.

      We must refuse to be stuck in successor models or cling to a single leadership form. We are called to discern what each God-given leader brings to the Body—to embrace diversity, adapt intelligently, and steward God’s work with spiritual flexibility and strategic courage.

      This book is a call to action. A blueprint for growth. A prophetic push to raise, build, and become the leaders needed for the unfolding purposes of God in our generation. It is a message for those who refuse to lead by habit or tradition. It is for those who hunger to understand God’s leadership patterns, adapt to His seasons, and rise as faithful stewards for their generation and the next.

      Let us move forward, forward, forward.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            PREAMBLE

          

        

      

    

    
      YOUR WORTH AND YOUR BROTHER’S WORTH

      For the last few days there is a verse that has been ringing in my heart;

      
        
        Zephaniah 3: 17

        The Lord your God is with you,

        He is mighty to save

        He will take great delight in you,

        He will quiet you with his love

        He will rejoice over you with singing

      

      

      God rejoicing over you with singing and like that version says; with dancing. The Lord is your God and He enjoys you.

      The Lord is in your midst.

      I want to say that as a ministry, with a goal and a vision, we are too meritocratic, it is our performance that produces joy, not that God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten son that who so ever believes in him may not perish but have everlasting life.

      That God so loved you that he gave his son for you, you are the treasure, you are the one who is the treasure. You are the one that God enjoys.

      Very often, many people bring me wonderful gifts, then when I thank them, sometimes I will tell them: let’s now put aside this one and let us truly receive the gift. So, it began to dawn on me why we are so performance-centric; When you do something notable, you can shout loud in the assembly, when you have not met a commitment, look for a back seat in the assembly or pray that wherever they seat you, that you will not be too visible. Over time, God has repeatedly told me, “I love you and I sing when I see you. I love you and I dance with joy.”

      Pray that we will discover the preciousness of who we are for God.

      Because if you discover how precious you are to God, you will also know how precious your brother is to God and the fellowship will be a great joy.

      ‘He will exult over you,’ it is not us who invented the idea of being saved.

      During the last meeting we had with brother Zach in Jos, he shared a message with us that was not the usual way he preaches.

      He looked at each of us and he told us:

      
        
        
        “Please I want each of you to know that even if there are one billion people in heaven God will still be looking in the crowd for you, He will look for you.”

      

      

      

      Then he told us,

      
        
        
        “I will be looking for you. Even when we have had the one billion people, please be there, because I will be running in the crowd, I will be looking for you.”

      

      

      

      And he told us,

      
        
        
        “Please, that is why you should not sin, be there. Even if there will be all the one billion or many more millions, God will be looking for you.”

      

      

      

      He told us:

      
        
        
        I will be looking for you; so please, don’t sin.

      

      

      

      He told us,

      
        
        
        “If there is a great party and there is somebody you love and all the music is going on and everybody is happy, won’t you miss the person you love? Will you stop looking for the person? That is why you should not sin. Make sure you are there. There will be nobody the past, in the present or in the future that will ever replace you in God’s heart. He will be looking out for you, so, don’t sin.”

      

      

      

      We are in the world of numbers, but none of us is just a number for God. He will be looking out for you; and those of you that brother Zach loved and knew personally, he will be looking out for you. So, be there.

      
        
        
        Pray that you will remember this message the way I have remembered it.

      

      

      

      Please, do everything to be there. So, don’t sin.

      In heaven, among the redeemed, even if God already has all the other billions, His eye will be roving, in search of you.

      BROTHERLY FELLOWSHIP

      There is the blessing of David that we should have towards one another:

      
        
        Psalm 20:1-5

        May the Lord answer you when you are in distress;

        may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.

        2 May he send you help from the sanctuary

        and grant you support from Zion.

        3 May he remember all your sacrifices

        and accept your burnt offerings.

        Selah

        4 May he give you the desire of your heart

        and make all your plans succeed.

        5 We will shout for joy when you are victorious

        and will lift up our banners in the name of our God.

        May the Lord grant all your requests.

      

      

      We shall rejoice when you are victorious, we shall rejoice in your victories!

      There are twelve blessings in those five verses which reflect the flow of our hearts towards the brethren.

      
        
          	
        May the Lord answer you in the day of your distress: we should not wish anybody evil. May we have a tender heart toward every believer who is suffering. Don’t make the suffering of the believer become the suffering of your witch hunting. Don’t claim, “He is suffering because he sinned, it is because he disobeyed me as his disciple maker that the Lord is striking him.” Please, be kind.
      

      	
        May the Lord hear you in the day of your distress: wish it for the brethren wish it for your wife, wish it for your husband. May the Lord hear you on the day of your distress.
      

      	
        May the name of God protect you: all who have his Name, we should pray that, the Name will keep them. The Lord Jesus said, “I kept them with the Name which you gave me.” Pray that all who call on his name, that the Name of the Lord will protect them. Wish the brethren safety.
      

      	
        May He send you help from the sanctuary: pray that anybody who needs help financial or material may receive help from heaven. Never wish that anybody should fail.
      

      	
        May He grant you support from Zion (the church): Don’t be jealous of any believer who is helped by a believer, God is sending him support from Zion, wish him that. We all pray that somebody will remember us, pray, wish that somebody will remember your brother and support him.
      

      	
        May He remember all your sacrifices: don’t insult the fast of anybody, don’t insult the prayer crusade of anybody, don’t insult the sacrifice of anybody, pray that God will remember them. Do not try to nullify what others have done. From your heart, wish them well, that God will remember what they have tried to do or what they have done well for God. Don't say that he started his ministry in independence, and you wish him failure. No, wish him well.
      

      	
        May the Lord accept your burnt offerings: wish for your brother that all his giving to God and all his consecration to God may find favour with God. Don’t compare him to yourself and call useless what he brings. Don’t compare him to yourself, you are not the standard. Wish him the Father’s favour to accept his gift and accept his consecration.
      

      	
        May He give you the desire of your heart: wish your brother satisfaction. If you are suffering, and another brother wants to buy a car, don’t wish that he will not find that car because he does not have fellowship and does not sympathise with you to help send your child to school, may the Lord grant him his desire. Please, be good. Let him have what his heart desires, God has created good things that we may enjoy, let him enjoy it regardless of the path God chose for you. Your suffering is not the centre of the universe. May you be the person near whom people can be happy with their earthly toys: their houses, their cars, their husband when you don’t have one and their children when you are looking for your own. May the Lord grant you the desire of your heart.
      

      	
        And make all your plans succeed: Bless the brethren with success. Even if you have failed, even if you are failing, please pray that your brother will soon accomplish his own projects.
      

      	
        We will shout for joy when you are victorious: please; be happy for those who make it. Truly be happy for those who are victorious. Especially for the person who is so close to you that you always compare yourself to him; please, when he has done excellently, don't wait until the meeting to say, ‘Amen!’ Go into the room and say: thank you, Lord, for my brother who has succeeded, who has won.
      

      	
        We will lift up our banner in the name of God: every victory of the believer is raising the banner for our Lord.
      

      	
        May God grant all your requests.
      

      

      

      These are the twelve blessings for the good heart and this is what it means having fellowship with the brethren. May that be your heart.

      These are not heart, these are acts.

      That is brotherly fellowship.

      If God loves you, there is nothing He does for your brother that will reduce what He will do for you, nothing!

      If God loves us as we have seen, there is nothing that he has done for another person that will spoil your chances, nothing.

      And the defeat of your brother will add nothing to you.

      The failure of another will add nothing to you.

      God loves you; you can afford to love your brother and bless him.

      If we are such a people, what a beautiful community we will be. Everybody you embrace, you know that behind that heart, there is every wish of heaven on earth for you. What a wonderful world! what a wonderful community! how precious is the love for our brethren, how good and wonderful it is for brethren to dwell together; for there, God has commanded his blessing!

      That is what those who know the Lord do for others, that they may have the best from heaven and earth and from your heart.

      That is the spirit in which we should continue together. When you are listening to your brother, don’t sit down there and say: wonderful things happen others, except for me. ”We shall shout for joy when you are victorious!”

      KNOWLEDGE AND RELATIONSHIP

      In the journey of every relationship, knowledge is an indispensable part of building it. No relationship can go beyond the mutual knowledge of each other.

      When brother Zach started teaching us about inner healing, there was a sister called C. that brother C.N. and I know, and a number of people know, a pretty ‘brighty’ girl, she told me that she wants to confess all her sins to me so that I can minister to her inner healing. I told her: not yet. I may have knowledge that is too much for what our relationship presently can handle, and that will lead us to sexuality.

      If the relationship isn't good enough and the knowledge you have of each other hasn't grown and you start confessing things to each other, there's a knowledge that leads to temptation.

      I told her: give me time, let's build the relationship, in two years I think I'll be ready. If a sister can confide in you the sins of immorality and you don't feel that she's really your sister, her sins won't shock you, and when she's healed, you won't feel that she's been healed, because in ministry, if she's really your sister, you'll experience the same wounds as if you were her blood brother. The disgrace and the way she's belittled will hurt you, and when you go through that journey, because it's quite a journey; and you land on the healing, she will know and you will know that she's healed It's not a formula. But if you make this journey when you don't yet have this inner feeling towards her that she really is your sister, her sins will be like filmed diagnoses, and if she has an attractive exterior, you put yourself in a compromising position, because, not having this relationship in which she really is your sister, you have before you a girl who has put herself in your power. With this knowledge, by revealing herself in this way, she has put herself under your power. What are you going to do with that power? Power is dangerous; having a woman who can no longer say "no" to you, because is it to you that she will start saying "no”? She's already told you all the others she's said 'yes' to; is it to you that she's going to start saying 'no'? Having a woman who puts herself under your power when you don't have the inner relationship that takes her as your sister, produces a situation where the least you can get out of it is to be weakened, yes, you're going to be weakened because you're going to spend a lot of your inner resources fighting temptations, and that's going to weaken you. Money is not produced to treat illnesses, money is produced to move forward; but if you are ill, you're going to waste a lot of money trying to be normal. Your inner wealth should be available to move forward, but when you spend all your inner resources fighting: 'oh Lord, help me not to, oh Lord, oh Lord,' really, at that rate…! The journey ahead of us is long, when you finish all your strength to remain in front, where will you draw strength from to minister?

      When I travelled with Brother J.F.through West Africa, I warned him. I told him, “Brother J.F., don't be so zealous as to listen to people's sins and then have an indifferent attitude: that is, you just get used to listening to people, they just become cases, like in hospital. He might finish listening to someone who's said terrible things to him, and the next thing you know, he's normal, he's smiling; and I asked myself: how does this guy do it?

      Sister U. took me to the university to minister to some students, who confessed to me some abominable things, pastors had deviated, not just in our ministry: 'such and such a pastor wants to deliver such and such a girl, he takes the girl, undresses her, applies Vaseline to her breast and touches it to cast out the ‘demons’. Truly, I've heard these things. Or they take another form of Vaseline called "small no be sick" and apply it to the girl's thighs.

      In the psychology of sexuality, you just want the blood to go to the erogenous zones that will whet the sexual appetite in the girl, and it'll be as if it's the girl who wants to seduce him. I cried. When I got back to Lagos, I told U.: don't take me to the universities anymore, that is beyond me. I was physically ill for a fortnight.

      How is a girl like that ever going to believe a pastor again? You may think ‘I'm not like that,’ but the truth is: if you defile a pastor, we're all defiled, it weakens us all, the next pastor this girl deals with is already at a disadvantage because this girl is already prejudiced against pastors. When will she know that she's dealing with someone who really wants to help her? And so we're all tainted. Don't hear other people's things and say to yourself: I'm not like that, it defiles us all.

      With the scandals at the beginning, I was labelled a womaniser. I went to South Africa, there was the daughter of Sister O., I liked her a lot, she has dimples. I said: "Ah, Jess, you have dimples and you've got white eyes, you've got brown eyes, you're an Indian;" with all the background she had of me, namely that I'm a womaniser, she thought: what kind of pastor is this? Even worse, he only sees the dimples and the colour of your eyes! Do you get it? From the onset, you're already a marked man. After, she got to know me, she loved me so much that now she's the one saying to me: I even want you to tell me again that you like my dimples, but it's not like before.

      But you see, rumours and prejudice taint everything.

      So, I begged Brother J.F., before you go out, pray, even if you have to give up your ministry, pray that the Lord will protect you. You can't remain indifferent to what you've heard.

      That's why I said that in any relationship, making yourself known is a basic principle that must not be violated.

      Dobson even says in ‘Developing Relationships for Marriage’ that there are eleven steps that should not be skipped, and he clearly tells every girl and boy: if the other party skips one of the steps, break off the relationship.

      The first stage is: from my mouth to her ears; in other words, you talk, she listens. And then you can move on to the second stage: from eyes to eyes, in other words, you look at each other.

      And thirdly, he says, when the relationship makes progress, you can pass from hand to hand, in other words, you can hold hands.

      Fourth step, you can move from the hand to the shoulder, and he warns: if the hand doesn't stay only on the shoulder and starts to go down where it wasn't supposed to, break off the relationship, he doesn't respect you.

      He says before you get to the mouth-to-mouth stage, which I think is the tenth or eleventh stage, before that, there's a stage which is hands to hips. I advise pastors to read this book because, when we say to children: go build the relationship, we need to know what stage they're at, because with our generation of pornography and films, people go straight: from my body, straight into your body, in two months they're ready. In all, it's the age of instant soup; but normally relationships had to go through eleven stages before people were ready for marriage or for the consummation of that relationship. And Dobson says that if someone skips a stage, break the relationship, because they're disrespectful. You don't cheat, you need to get to know each other because as you talk, as you get to know each other, the relationship moves from one stage to another and this is unconsciously so that certain acts are now accepted as normal, and when you're ready, you'll know, just like Jacob said to his father-in-law, give me my wife, I'm burning to sleep with her. You see, that's healthy sexuality.

      When I started reading this, I said to myself, ‘But how did the people of the Bible do it? How can you go to the girl's father and tell him: my time is already up; I want to sleep with my wife?’ But the time comes when consummating marriage is the normal thing and it's healthy; it's not about eating mangoes when they're still green, that burns your mouth. Let them ripen. That's the background I wanted to communicate.

      In our sharing, we are taking a journey, as we know each other more and more, we will go from one level of relationship to another.

      Fusion is not a journey of one day, fusion is a journey. God may grant us fusion, but we have to actualise fusion by mutual knowledge. So, when we pray and you talk about yourself and touch the things that are personal, you are making us take a journey. You may not be aware of it, but with time, suspicions die. With time, we accept what you have done with joy as our own. With time, we accept your ministry, accept your leadership, accept you, because we know you.

      Because we know you.

      The apostle Paul tells Timothy: continue in what you have learnt from me, of which you have become convinced ,because you know those from whom you received it.

      Knowledge and relationships produce convictions.

      What you have heard from me: those are lessons.

      And you have become convinced of: those are convictions.

      Because you know those from whom you have received it: that is a relationship.

      Ministry with a relationship to the person who ministers. Having the ministry of someone you've tried to build a relationship with until you get to know them will produce convictions in you that become motivations because the Bible says: keep at it. Why do we hear a lot of teachings and don't follow them, although our heads are tickled? Is it because we don't have a relationship with the people who teach? The motivational element that goes with it, that pushes us to obey it, is not there.

      If your thanksgivings and prayers are personal, you will help us in the journey towards fusion. Who has understood me a bit better?

      The way we handle marriages in the ministry has a defect.

      The principle of marriage in our ministry is spiritual proxy. We handle marriages in our ministry on the principle of a spiritual proxy, i.e. your disciple-maker or such-and-such a parent, we handle marriage by proxy to safeguard the emotions of our people, but this also has its faults, because we end up marrying people who don't know each other, and who don't know that they don't know each other, and who, being in marriage, don't build the relationship, because they're already married, and we end up marrying people who don't know each other, and who don't know that they don't know each other, and who, being in the marriage don't build the relationship, because they're already married, and you end up with two strangers living together and as long as their disciple-maker matters to them, they can manage to treat each other well, but they don't have a relationship with each other.

      So, let's be aware of that. We're not going to set people free to engage in unhealthy promiscuity, because that will expose our people to a lot of frivolity, but let's also be aware that our way of doing things is flawed, because we end up putting together two strangers who haven't taken a journey to build intimacy in their relationship. They haven't developed any common ground for conversation. If you leave them together, after three weeks of sexual impulses, what are they going to talk about? They really have nothing, or they'll talk about you, because you were their disciple-maker, and every day they'll say: disciple-maker, disciple-maker, disciple-maker, disciple-maker. We need, even after marriages through spiritual intermediaries, to help children not to be presumptuous, they don't yet have the relationship they need, and they need to be accompanied by the same disciple-makers to build their relationship, and I hope that the disciple-maker himself has built the relationship with his wife, I hope so, because if he's illiterate in this area, we don't know how he's going to accompany the others.

      Strengths have counterpoints. Our way of doing things has advantages in sanctification, in order to protect our children, but it is flawed if it is accompanied by the presumption of a relationship. After consummation, having been accompanied by intermediaries, they need to make the journey like Isaac and Rebecca. Rebecca knew all about her husband's nutritional tastes. And the way she knew it shows that there was still respect, she was not like most of our wives in this room. When Isaac was talking to Esau, Rebecca was there to spy, she was nearby to listen, but you didn't notice the respect that prevented her from entering directly into her husband's presence to start telling him that I had received a revelation that I had shared with you. There was no freedom to interrupt. I know these days, now is modern, but people don't even notice why, with our marriage matrices now, why she did not just walk into her husband's presence to interrupt him and say, "You, you have eaten too much meat, I told you that it was going to impair your spiritual discernment."

      Nowadays there is freedom that lacks respect. But look, why did she need to stand by and listen without being there? It's because despite all their intimacy, the respect gap was still in her heart, she hadn't developed the freedom to interrupt her husband.

      Was it because they weren't close? No. Even after twenty years, they were caught romancing when they went outside to bathe. You yourself know that you no longer bathe with your wife. They used to bathe together. With such intimacy, why was it so difficult for her to interrupt her husband? When you've built a relationship, the safeguards are on the inside. You can have great intimacy without being disrespectful.

      When someone asks: should I never give my opinion because I'm a woman? You're asking a question of someone who doesn't know Christ. Because the same woman, the same Rebekah, said to her husband Isaac, "These Hittite women are going to kill me." Did her husband act on that knowledge? Yes! So, it wasn't a relationship in which her suggestions were not listened to, but having your suggestions listened to doesn't mean you can disrespectfully interrupt someone. The people of the Bible had built their relationships.

      All this long sermon is to say that when it comes to praying, the more personal you are, the better it helps us. The more religious you are, the more it holds us back: "Oh Lord, I bless you because the weather today is fair," yes of course you thanked the Lord, but it's not personal. We don't know your inner life any better, and in our relationships with each other, we haven't made our way into your heart, and you can be there, a stranger, looking at all the others through prisms of suspicion, because you don't know them, and that's going to hold us back, especially big in meetings like this one where there are lots of big men looking at each other and asking the question: who's who?
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            THE PLURALITY OF BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP PARADIGMS

          

        

      

    

    
      In this retreat, since we are developing leadership, I am going to share with you nine biblical paradigms of leadership, because all the nine have different conditions in which they apply. And as God is raising leaders among us, we need to understand why that person's leadership is the way it is.

      There is a plurality of biblical leadership paradigms. Each of these leadership paradigms is applied to meet a certain need. As our leadership grows, the needs are multiform, and we have to be intelligent to embrace the leadership that God raises up to meet such and such needs in our community, without being stuck on a successor leadership, because if we don’t understand, ‘What need does the ministry and leadership of such and such meet in God's community?’ we will be stuck with this worldly idea that there's only one form of leadership. Someone has to leave the stage so that I can replace them, either by death, as in African chieftaincies, or by democracy, at most three to four terms of office with Western voting arbitration, because if we were to leave these presidents for life, the other aspiring presidents could die waiting; this approach, even the world has changed it, the world itself has changed the approach to democratic leadership, we don't leave you all the time, you have to finish and pass on. If we adopt this approach, we'll soon get to where the Redeemed Christian Church of God in Nigeria got to. The elders that the founder left, after he chose Dr Enoch as the leader, there were the elders that he left that didn't even want him. So, if you think that what happened to us is unique to CMCI, you're wrong. The base of the Redeemed Christian Church of God was in Lagos, the area where I had my house; the Redeem camp was started because Pastor Adeboye was so opposed by the other elders that he went off to find a virgin land to start the ministry and pursue the founder's vision, because the other elders didn't want him, and he started there with a mud house. Brother M. and the rest of us went there on retreat when his house was made of mud bricks, and he built the ministry, he empowered all the other elders and appointed them to great executive positions.

      At one point, when the ministry was already in 170 nations with over 30,000 congregations in Nigeria, the elders who had been left behind by the founder petitioned the Nigerian government, asking that an audit be done and a mandate imposed. The believers went to ask the state to allow them into the church because the person they had rejected and who had promoted them had to be removed at all costs. Of course, the state refused, saying that the church was secular. Imagine that it was the state that refused and that it was the state that saved a leader from his co-workers. So, if we stick to this way of thinking, we'll soon be at this point because the worldly people will also be looking for their turn and we'll start asking the state for mandates.

      I'm from Nigeria, and I'm sure you know that your leader did his training in Nigeria. I did my training in Nigeria. Pastor Adeboye met with the leaders and said: 'I have not been called by any government, state or man, no one is taking me away. I am completing the vision I received.

      So, let's not borrow ideas from the world if we're not prepared to go all the way. The problem I have with people who have such ideas is that they are over sixty. So, even if we were to proceed by succession, most of the people who like that don't have a chance, they don't have the opportunity to be potential candidates. So, they are fighting for something that the belligerent young will take and spoil. Even those who like this approach are people who are precisely not candidates, they are not candidates, not because of a spiritual disqualification, but because of a disqualification of seniority. After sixty years, who's going to appoint you leader, while you drag your feet and walk majestically and people think it's fashion and a parade of dignity.

      So, you can ask God for the blessing of Asher, favour with the brethren, wealth wherever you place your feet.

      The wood we used for this ceiling; we harvested it behind our compound. Where we step our feet, we find wealth. It is wood that Cameroon exports, expensive wood. Where your cars are lined up there, we saw one long tree that was burnt, but we only noticed that the burning did not go inside. So, R. and the others got an engine saw and got out of it about 200 special lathes and chevrons; dry wood, dried by fire and by God and by sun, expensive wood.

      I told N.A. when we started the Headquarters committee: God could not have sent us to Koumé and expect that only money will make us accomplish His vision. We have come to our own Canaan, whatever we call the building committee, let us first look at what we have. For all the work God has given us to do in this Koumé, if it was God who sent us here, the first thing God said to Joshua was: from tomorrow, since you have come to the promised land, I will stop giving you the manna that I give directly from heaven; from now on you will eat from the fruit of the land. I told them: let's just obey the Bible. God has ways of providing, He can provide from heaven when you're in the desert and in transit; but when you get to where He wants you to have a base, let's find out what's in that land. We've already started. If I tell you the clay deposits we found. We went down to the pool where people are baptised, and after digging just a little, after the first layers, we found fine sand in large deposits. We have wealth, if only God's children will believe the promises God has given us, instead of always putting God to the test. ‘If God said this, let him do that.’ Is God on trial before us? And after a while, even the attempts we started, which were very successful, I tell you brethren, behind our house, we found a wood whose sap burns directly; we put it in the tank of the motorbike and it runs! The green fuel! A brother put it in the chainsaw and it worked. Why did we stop after that? Because our thoughts are formatted around the fact that it's God who is on trial. If it's God who said this, he's going to give the money. This is the slavery that comes from a country of civil servants where the government alone is the mother. When the government gives you money, you live; when the government gives you nothing, you have nothing. So, even if we find what God has already given us, we have deposits of sand, clay and wood. We even recruited someone to be our timber manager, but he took advantage of the situation to do his own thing. We always turn things away from God. And even the land that God told us to buy for his headquarters, you have to see the greed that the brothers have for the land, they outdo the English. It was the English who went everywhere looking for other people's land to build the British empire. The brothers who came to the headquarters seem to love the land more than the Anglo-Saxons, but they don't see the things of God.

      When I was meditating on Joshua, at that point I said, God is changing the paradigms of provision. The way he provided in the desert, he himself said to Joshua: under your leadership, I am not going to provide as I did during Moses' leadership. I worked miracles, I gave manna, I sent quail, I gave water by miracle, they had a walking tap which was the Lord Jesus Christ, the Rock that was struck, but God said to Joshua: in two days, the manna will cease. It's not that God has changed, but you are going to start eating from the fruit of the land.

      So, even for the missionaries we send out who think that the provision will follow a single paradigm: money will always be sent from headquarters. But in the Bible, it's not like that. You have gone to the land of your calling. After your two days, which may be two years, you were supposed to start eating from the fruit of your land. But even the missionary enterprise has been turned into a parastatal, a parasitic dependency. No!

      There are God's great blessings. It's better to believe God than to develop a life that will drain us of all potential. Even the little faith we've had in God, you look at this ceiling, we've got a lot of wood and it looks beautiful, yet it hasn't even been polished yet. Wherever your feet touch, you can dip them in oil.

      God said to Isaac: "Don't go down to Egypt, stay in this country." It was a country in which there was famine, an economic crisis in his Europe, and God said to him: stay in this country and I will bless you.

      Remain in your calling and I will bless you, and in the midst of famine, when others had nothing to harvest, he planted that year and reaped a hundredfold. Stay where God has called you and God is able to give you a hundredfold harvest in your calling, despite the condition of your land.

      Elimelech, in the book of Ruth, left Israel, the land of his calling, to go to greener pastures, to go to Canada as the people of Cameroon are trying to do, and he went there to bury all the men in his life. The man died there; his two sons died there. The country that was prosperous in his eyes was the country of his death. And his wife, who followed her enterprising husband, went back to the country they had despised to run behind the people who were harvesting, to reap what was left, to pick up the poor people's portion in a country that God had given, it was the country they had despised to go to a prosperous country. Our eyes do not see as God sees; our ways are not the ways of God.

      One of the reasons why God ordered that the headquarters be built here in Cameroon is that the Lord said to brother Zach: you have taught sacrificial giving and you have obeyed your message par excellence but your people, your co-workers, have not made progress in one of the areas where you have made the most progress, namely: seeing God's provision. I give you the headquarters as a demonstration to destroy unbelief in the finances of the leaders of the CMFI. Not in CMFI, in the leaders of CMFI. If you build the headquarters, I will provide a great deal to break the unbelief that has seized the leaders of CMFI with regard to divine provision. So, one of the reasons why we have to build the headquarters is so that it can minister to you. Say amen. Not to give you a ministry of encouragement, but one of breaking unbelief. Your feet shall be dipped in oil.
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      BELIEVING OUR CALL

      From October to November last year, we had a Prayer and Fasting Crusade of the ministry with the burden that God will grant to us a Pentecost that produces massive inward transformations, accompanied by spiritual gifts, and ministry gifts and leadership gifts, so that a large army of spiritually gifted and capacitated people may accomplish our goal.

      We need a large army of leaders and spiritually gifted people. We need a very large army of spiritually gifted people. The best of our zeal cannot really accomplish our goal.

      The work that is ahead of us: discipling men so that they put on Christ is what the flesh and blood cannot produce. To change the values, reconfigure the world views of men, so that they align to the Christ of God is not what flesh and blood can do. We have tried it, and we had casualties upon casualties.

      When I went to Nigeria, I had many notions in my mind. After one year, I knew that the first disciples of any servant of God are what are called the depositories of the vision.

      When God raises a man and entrusts a work to him, the first set of that man's sons and disciples are the heirs. They are supposed to be the heirs who have inherited, not inherited in the sense of possessing, they are supposed to be the people who inherit what God has deposited in their father.

      For the Lord Jesus, He took a night of prayer after one year of ministry and after having a large crowd of disciples, in order to select the depositories of his vision, those to whom he would entrust his mission.

      When God calls a man, when God sends a man, the person must start by asking the question that Moses asked: "Lord, you have told me that I should take these people to the land that you promised to their fathers, but you have not shown me with whom I must do it". With whom, with whom!

      To every call and to every one called, there must be that. Anyone who is honest about having embraced and accepted the call of God asks the question: with whom? Because the call of God is always bigger than your life, bigger than your capacities, bigger than anything you can do. Either you bring your limitations into the call of God, or you will supplement your deficiencies to accomplish the call of God. Either you will end up limiting the call of God by what is lacking in you, or you will supplement all that is lacking in you in other to accomplish the call of God. And those who truly want to accomplish the call of God, like Moses are troubled. With whom? You have not shown me with whom I will do this.

      I want to suggest that the presumption with which many of us approach our ministries, our missionary calls and our departments reflects the fact we have neither meditated on that call nor believed that God truly intends it to be accomplished.

      I am suggesting that when you were called to go as a missionary to a nation or you were given a department of our ministry to touch the whole world with, either you didn't really think about what was involved, or you really didn't believe that what you were entrusted to do, that God truly wants it done. If God sent you to Côte d'Ivoire to conquer Côte d'Ivoire and bring everything that needs to come from Côte d'Ivoire to this great goal of a billion, the way you're going about it, in this case, the way many of us are going about it, who act as if with all our frenzy and everything that comes from what we're going to do, or, on the other hand, we don't really believe that when God says he's going to convert Côte d'Ivoire, even though God has other servants there, he doesn't really mean that it all depends on me ; because if you really embrace or else, when God has given someone a department in the ministry, I had just explained to the students that departments are like ministries in a country, : the ministry of education, that's what we call in our ministry: the department of training; ministry of health. The ministries in a nation that come under the executive are what we call departments.

      The governorates are part of the territorial administration. In the governorates, we have to bring everything that is available in the executive in the ministries to serve a geopolitical region.

      But in the ministries, we have been entrusted with a task that falls within the scope of a national need that must extend to the whole of the nation.

      In our ministry, when we say to someone: you are the head of such and such a department. We're saying to the person: take this aspect, for example prayer, and ensure that in all the nations, in all our goal, this aspect is there, playing its role and meeting the needs that it must meet.

      So, when someone who has very limited experience in a country like Cameroon is given a department in a ministry with global dimensions, and he proceeds as if with all his limitations, even with his geopolitical ignorance, he proceeds as if doing what he started out to do, in a home-made way, while Brother Zach was still training him, guiding him towards the future, that if he continues to do in the same artisanal way as he started, and he tells himself that as long as he does that, and because brother Zach agreed with that, that by some magic it will meet the needs throughout the ministry. Either he has never thought about the responsibility that has been entrusted to him, or he doesn't even believe that God really wants us to carry it out.

      Brother C.E. is not behaving as if God really wants all the inhabitants of Libreville to be believers. In our ministry, there is a prophecy that Libreville will be one of the first cities where all the inhabitants will be believers, and Douala too. But Brother Martin doesn't behave as if God really wants it done. Who understands what I'm saying? It's as if, "If God has said it, maybe He'll find a way to carry it out, I'll do my best, God knows I'm not too gifted, I'm not so... really? Does God really want this? Has God really called you to do this?
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