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“Very nicely done! I must say that I was curious how you would pull off all the old and new material together, but it turned out quite nice. I especially enjoyed the graphics and photos. Some of the historic shots I had not seen before. Also, I love the references to our friend, Rob Mercer. I’m so happy that Blue Book material assisted you both in the book research. The physical materials from that collection are now housed here in my research library. I was also very happy to see the historical aspects of other egg-shaped object reports (i.e. Levelland, Tx, Marius DeWilde, etc.)” - David Marler. (Independent UFO Researcher. “Triangular UFOs: A Estimate of the Situation.” Curator of the National UFO archives, Rio Rancho NM).






“Ben Moss and Tony Angiola are seasoned investigators that have rekindled the fire of the legendary case 1964 Socorro UFO encounter. Many thanks to them and Ray Stanford, new information has come to light.” Jeremy Ray, a former MUFON investigator and Star Team member (featured on the History Channel’s “Hangar 1”)










“I am so glad that Ben Moss and Tony Angiola have re-investigated this case because of interesting additional evidence. This book is a must read. It shows how to do a true and complete investigation. Many times, there is evidence that is out there but overlooked because most people are not trained investigators. So, this is a training tool showing how to do future investigations. I find Ben Moss, and Tony Angiola, to be very thorough in what they do as investigators. You must keep an open mind regardless of where the evidence takes you. I read this book, it put a positive spin on this case for me. Even though it was a cold case they took the time to dig up recent evidence. Here there were new witnesses who did not want the publicity but spoke anyway. I just want to thank Ben and Tony for reopening this case. There should be more investigators that take this amount of pride in their job, they should be teaching their skills to those of us that are serious about this subject. It is a great honor to have the opportunity to read this book.” -Calvin Parker (Pascagoula– “The Closest Encounter”)










“Ben Moss and Tony Angiola have accomplished what many have attempted but failed to do. Their meticulous investigation of what may be the best UFO evidence landing case in history is thorough and revealing. They take a deep dive into the evidence and the threats that loom over an innocent witness to an extraordinary craft and its occupants. A MUST READ!”–Kathleen Marden (“Fact, Fiction, and Flying Saucers”)










“The Socorro UFO case in 1964 rocked my world along with many others, to include the head of the US Air Force Project Blue Book, Major Hector Quintanilla. It is one of the many cases that remained unexplained in the Project and still does. Ben and Tony have given it the needed renewed inquiry it so richly deserves. They bring the case forward into the 21st century perspective with extra details that have emerged that even the most seasoned researchers never knew. They nailed it!” - Rich Hoffman (Executive Board Officer, Scientific Coalition for UAP Studies)
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Foreword




By Ray Stanford. 

It’s the year 2025, which makes this case 61 years old. There is still recent evidence to uncover!

My time and credibility in this field stems from over sixty years of UFO research, beginning in the 1950s when I founded the Association for the Understanding of Man to study anomalous phenomena. I’ve investigated countless sightings, worked with top scientists, and analyzed physical evidence, such as the Socorro landing site, with a focus on empirical data. My collaboration with Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Project Blue Book’s scientific advisor, during the Socorro investigation further grounded my approach in scientific inquiry. I’ve also pioneered the use of advanced instrumentation, like magnetometers and gravimeters, to detect UFO-related anomalies, and researchers have cited my findings worldwide. 

For over five years, I’ve had the pleasure of mentoring and collaborating with Ben Moss and Tony Angiola, 



Two relentless investigators whose passion for the Socorro case mirrors my own





When they first reached out through MUFON, I conducted a thorough background check to ensure their integrity—a necessary step in a field rife with embellishment. Their sincerity and scientific curiosity passed muster, and our partnership has since yielded remarkable results. Ben, who was MUFON’s Chief Field Investigator in Virginia, brings a multidisciplinary background in history, archaeology, and physics, while Tony, a former computer network administrator and former Assistant State Director for MUFON, contributes expertise in technology and drones. Together, they’ve approached the Socorro case with fresh eyes, leveraging modern technology like high-resolution photography and revisiting evidence with a rigor that honors the original investigation.

This re-release "Socorro UFO! NOT OF THIS WORLD" by Ben Moss and Tony Angiola is a landmark contribution to UFO studies. Their five-year reinvestigation, documented in these pages, uncovers never-before-heard stories and potential new evidence that deepens our understanding of the Socorro incident. Their on-site visits to Socorro, where they interviewed Lonnie Zamora’s daughter, his best friend Paul Hardin, and other locals who knew him, reveal personal insights into Zamora’s character and the profound impact of his encounter. These interviews, combined with their discovery of previously unreported accounts from townsfolk, paint a vivid picture of a community forever changed by that fateful day. The book also addresses and dispels lingering myths, such as the lunar lander or student hoax theories, with interesting evidence that reaffirms the case’s “unknown” status in Project Blue Book files.



The Socorro incident is not just another UFO story, it’s a cornerstone of UFO research, ranked among the most credible and well-documented cases in history. 





Lonnie Zamora, a respected police officer with no history of fanciful tales, witnessed an egg-shaped craft and two humanoid figures in broad daylight, leaving behind physical traces that baffled investigators, including Hynek himself. The case’s significance lies in its multi-witness corroboration—twelve others reported seeing the craft in flight—its physical evidence, and its impact on the UFO field, converting skeptics like Hynek into believers. For anyone studying UFOs, this case is essential, offering a rare glimpse into a close encounter of the third kind backed by tangible evidence and credible testimony.

Ben and Tony’s work is significant because it breathes new life into this classic case, ensuring its relevance for a new generation. Their discovery of fresh narratives and potential evidence, such as overlooked witness accounts and reexamined physical traces, challenges us to reconsider what we thought we knew. Their interviews with Zamora’s daughter and Paul Hardin provide an intimate perspective, humanizing the man behind the sighting and underscoring the personal toll of his experience. By building on my original investigation and integrating modern analytical tools, they’ve crafted a definitive account that both honors the past and pushes the field forward.

I wholeheartedly endorse "Socorro UFO! NOT OF THIS WORLD" as a must-read for anyone serious about understanding the UFO phenomenon. Ben Moss and Tony Angiola have proven themselves to be meticulous researchers and worthy stewards of the Socorro legacy. Their dedication to uncovering the truth, coupled with their respect for the evidence, makes this book a vital addition to the canon of UFO literature. The Socorro incident remains a beacon, illuminating the possibility of extraterrestrial contact and demanding our continued scrutiny. This book preserves Lonnie Zamora’s story and the enigma it represents.

—Ray Stanford, May, 2025.








  
  

Chapter one

A Fresh Look


By Ben Moss







One can make two mistakes along the road to truth... I am not going all the way, and I’m not starting. Buddha’s Life itself is one, hopefully, long and interesting journey. It comprises many smaller paths, usually, but not always, to a predetermined destination. Wisdom teaches us that the journey, not the destination, matters most. It’s about taking that first step and the path you travel. Life, like time, is really one long moment called ‘now’. History is the memory of moments past, recorded digitally and in books, in legends, in spoken words, and long ago carved into the Earth itself. Time, however, can distort history; people forget it, misremember it, or retell it so frequently that the original events become unrecognizable. People recall, remember, or retrieve what makes up history. You cannot recall the memories of the dead, or of epochs long forgotten and turned to dust, if nobody recorded them or left any remnants behind.

Most history is told by the winners of war and conquest; the dead do not speak and the defeated rarely get to record their side of history. We save records of past events for the benefit of future generations to read, learn, and absorb its meaning. However, forgetting history dooms those who forget it to repeat or forget its worst aspects. This can simply be ignorance, or with Socorro, a lack of research, thinking outside of the box, attention to detail, and due diligence.

The road to Socorro began when Tony Angiola and I attended the National MUFON Symposium in Cherry Hill, New Jersey in 2014. MUFON, the Mutual UFO Network, is an all-volunteer, non-profit 501(c) 3 charitable corporation and the world’s oldest and largest civilian UFO investigation & research organization.

At this time, I was MUFON’s Chief Field Investigator for the Virginia state chapter, having been a Field Investigator for years. In 2014, I talked my friend and fellow MUFON Field investigator, Tony Angiola, who became MUFON’s Assistant State Director in Virginia, into sharing the cost of driving up to this conference, using as a primary reason that several of the speakers were getting pretty long in the tooth, and we may not have time to see them again soon on the East Coast. Sadly, a few days before the event, Stanton Friedman had a mild heart attack. Sadder still, our good friend Stan passed away in 2019. We met Stan several times and considered him a friend. Tony and I were fortunate enough to share a MUFON Sponsored Cruise to Mexico with Stan in 2018, where we did a Socorro presentation in front of about 30 guests. Stan came up after our talk and says he was ‘not aware that this case had so much evidence’. He graciously thanked us for our talk and was glad we were bringing new attention to such an old case. We remember this clearly. Since Stanton was in UFO lore, he was not familiar with the specifics of the Socorro case. That, to us, was another good reason to present the case here so that this incident does not fade into history without a good accounting of the actual event itself.

2020 marked a five-year investigation into the Socorro UFO landing and now, in 2025, we have more information. 

This “deep dive” includes new information, witnesses, and interviews with those in Socorro, and with Lonnie Zamora’s friends and family. Over the 56 years since Lonnie Zamora’s encounter, many competent investigators have researched the Socorro case.

On the flip side, several debunkers recently offered opinions and superficial guesses based on armchair Internet searches; we will discuss and dismiss these with evidence.

In 2014, while attending the MUFON Symposium in New Jersey, there were several pertinent encounters. We met Paul Villadolid, a Gogo Lucky TV producer, in Los Angeles. This connection led to our involvement in Hangar 1, a History Channel UFO show using MUFON case files. 

The exposure that this show opened many doors and enabled us to network with many fellow researchers, many of whom helped with my research for this book. The show ran for two seasons and is available on Netflix.





[image: ]





After reaching out to media and TV companies worldwide, we found footage in Pennsylvania, a few states away; a MUFON investigator had recorded it on VHS tape years ago. We became friends with James Fox, and we have collaborated on information about Socorro. He is as interested in this case as Tony and I were and is including it in a segment of his new movie. We found information that matched, even as we came to it from different directions, so James has been a big help in our investigation of this case.

Below is a picture from that 2014 MUFON Conference, used with permission, when we met James Fox for the first time. 




[image: ]
[L-R] Roger Marsh, Tony Angiola, Tony Cataldo, James Fox, Ben Moss, Ben Hansen, and Lee Speigel. 




I filmed an episode of Ben Hansen’s show at the Socorro Incident location. Since Tony and I focus on getting as many details as possible in this case correct... Ben Hansen reaching out to ensure he has the facts straight is commendable.

Our interest in the Socorro Incident grew as we learned more, but we only knew the Project Blue Book perspective. Project Blue Book was the official US Air Force project dedicated to investigating the UFO  phenomenon. James Fox reiterated that the Blue Book investigators never solved the case, and it remains currently listed as ‘unknown’. This is quite unusual for the official non-conclusion of this case, and it beggs more questions than it answers. Now we really wanted to investigate this event.

Ray Stanford contacted MUFON’s Executive Director after Tony and I published the first part of our Socorro footage search in the MUFON Journal, which Ray had read. We did not know Ray but his attention to detail, both in the sky and on the ground, known by many, but became national news when Rays incredible discovery at Goddard Space Center announced in 2018, attesting to his sharp eyes and mind, and his vast knowledge of Paleontology, (the scientific study of life of the geologic past that involves the analysis of plant and animal fossils). Here is a link to this incredible discovery:

We contacted Ray immediately. This began a five-year relationship involving many discussions about UFOs, mentoring, and access to his expertise, including his personal experiences and investigation into the 1964 Socorro incident.

We found no evidence of any hoax, and neither did the US government organizations who investigated it (CIA, FBI and the US Air Force). There was, however, plenty of evidence showing conclusively that an unknown aerial vehicle was present and landed. 

Rob Mercer, who kindly shared the recently discovered Project Blue Book files with us, found them on Craigslist. Some of these documents never made it into the ‘official’ Blue Book report on this case, which is also something we will discuss. These interesting handwritten documents reveal the importance of what happened and the true nature of the symbol on the egg-shaped craft.

Although not officially part of the Blue Book files, Mercer’s Socorro documents are crucial. They detail the Air Force’s confidential internal investigation into the Socorro incident, which was never publicly released. But since they are part of the Blue Book official investigation of Socorro, they ARE part of the Blue Book Files, just not in the ‘official’ report. Ray’s book highlights investigators documented several aspects of Lonnie Zamora’s account, but the official files omitted them.

These files are very interesting, to say the least. Finally, we will show how this was not a ‘one off’ case. Evidence shows an egg-shaped craft sighted in this area around this time, and in other locations in previous years. Many individuals and groups of people, civilians, police, and the military saw these cases before and after the main event, supporting the fact that similar, if not the same.

We will share data from original newspaper articles, reports, and other UFO investigations. This data concerns ellipsoid or football-shaped airborne objects, like what Lonnie Zamora saw.

Our investigation found so many documents and newspaper reports concerning this incident, we included only the data we felt was important to this case. 

Ultimately, the reader must decide what happened on April 24th, 1964, in a New Mexico desert arroyo, based on the facts presented. We present all the facts, old and new, coherently. Readers can then form their own conclusions, rather than relying on others’ opinions or poor research. We hope you enjoy this detailed look at one of the most important and possible ‘Close Encounters of the Third Kind’ ever to occur in the United States.

This book aims to present an accurate account of the Socorro Incident, based on five years of thorough investigation and research. We want to set the record straight. Ray Stanford’s excellent investigation (detailed in his seminal book “Socorro Saucer in a Pentagon Panty”) was, according to Lonnie Zamora himself, the only one ‘who got it right’. In 2018, while interviewing Lonnie’s daughter Diana, she confirmed her father had endorsed Ray’s book as an accurate account of the April 24th, 1964, events.

Ray Stanford, when we first brought up the fact considering this book, Ray asks, “why write another book on Socorro?” A fair enough statement, considering the case was almost as old as me. This relates back to what we say about history. Older UFO cases become distorted. Confabulation of memory, opinions presented as facts, and time all conspire to change the narrative of any event, and this is especially true in ufology. Many articles, blogs, radio shows, and TV shows misrepresent the Socorro incident. Their inaccuracies stem from bias, insufficient research, or a forced narrative.

Ray’s work, along with abundant data, allows for a fresh, unbiased look at the case. This reveals new information supporting Lonnie’s account while retelling the events. Although Ray’s book excellently recorded his detailed investigation, only one printing occurred in the 1970s, making it difficult to get a copy. This is another good reason, in our humble opinion, to update the case with new data, while also including some of Ray’s work in one place. Being the only living person present in 1964, he performed detailed work, revealing many facts that would have otherwise remained lost or unknown.

Our intention is to acknowledge excellent previous research by competent people, improve upon it but not replicate it. We have thanked many of them, but of course, may inadvertently leave someone out. 

Dr. Hynek of NICAP responded quickly; however, Carol and Jim Lorenzen of APRO had arrived 2 days before and contributed a great deal to the investigation.

Project Blue Book hired Dr. J. Allen Hynek, an American astronomer, to use his scientific background to investigate UFOs. His Socorro trip report in the Rob Mercer Blue Book files notes the Lorenzen’s collected samples of charred remains, rocks, and soil.

Many of these reports are online in Rob Mercer’s files, shared with me, and then sent out to other researchers. And that search will lead you to John Greenwald, of the famous www.theblackvault.com site, he has posted them for all to see.

This investigation will discuss a prevalent theory about the event. It will also examine the many ludicrous hoax allegations. We will refute the absurd claim that New Mexico Tech students duped US government agencies like the Air Force, FBI, CIA, and the rest of the world. After over two years of investigation by the Air Force, CIA, and FBI (Project Blue Book), the final determination was “unknown”. This alone makes this case one of the best and most confounding UFO close encounters ever to occur in the United States, as well as the world at large. Lonnie’s contribution took only minutes, but yielded substantial information. His keen observations, recounted to investigators, the military, friends, and KSRC’s Walter Shrode, proved invaluable. We have included this and other interviews, verbatim, for the reader to digest and interpret the main witness testimony in his own words.

Many other sightings in the area support the idea that multiple people saw the  ellipsoidal craft. This eliminates the possibility that it was a single-witness event. The passage of time has led to forgetting details, the presentation of various theories, and some assuming a hoax. But unless you look under the hood, you cannot presume to have solved this mystery. The devil is in the details, so to speak.
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Update on 'Socorro Footage’ search

by Virginia Chief invesiigator Ben Moss
and Virginia Assistant Stato Direcor
Tony Angiola

After the original article was published
in the Janvary 2015 MUFON UFO
Journal, much has happened behind
the scenes.

First, 1 want 1o thank everyone for
their assistance in searching for the
“lost Socorro footage.” A lot of MU-
FON members did their due diligence
and searched high and low, many fol-
Towing up on the leads that Tony An-
giola and | had already followed up on.

But, then we had some news; John
Steiger, a Former MUFON member,
found the episode of “Sightings” we
were seeking. season 4 episode 13, and
sent us the link from YouTube. Tony
immediately downloaded this episode,
and just a few days later it was re-
moved from the site.

After viewing. we found that this
was indeed the show that a woman saw
on TV regarding the famous Socorro
case of an egg-shaped craft landing in
1964. Afier watching this cpisode the
woman was compelled to o up in her
attic, find her father’s footage and send
it to “Sightings.” This is the film that
proved to be very hard to track down.

Three very important things oc-
curred afier our article was printed in
the Journal. First, someone who had
read the article alerted Ray Stanford to
our search. Ray Stanford wrote the de-
finitive book on this case (classificd as
an UNKNOWN in Project Blue Books
files) called, Socorro Saucer in a Pen-
tagon Paniry. This is a “must read”
regarding this case since Ray was on-
site just a few days after the event. Ray
located additional witnesses and con-
ducted multiple interviews with Lon-

APl 29, 1964 USAF photo by Allen Hynek: Lornie Zomora |

Is off-duty and in plain clothes, NLM. State P

Sergeant

Sam Chavez, and Ray Stanford, official NICAP investigator

The officl USAF photo taken by Dr. Hynek using a Polaroid camera: Image is Copyright

(C) 2009, Ray Stanford.

nie Zamora and Dr. J. Allen Hynek.

Ray contacted Jan Harzan at MU-
FON who forwarded his information
tous. We contacted Ray and have spo-
ken many times about this event. Ray

has incredible information about this
fascinating case, which has been de-
bated over the years and even called a

Continued on page 11







