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Marjorie West was a beautiful four-year-old girl, who came from a loving family. She was born on June 2, 1933, in Bradford, Pennsylvania. Her parents were Shirley, and Cecilia West, and she had two older siblings, Dorothea, and Allan. Marjorie’s father, Shirley West, had worked as assistant engineer, at Kendall Refining. The business was just a few blocks from their home in Bradford. He had been a war vet from WWI.

On May 8, 1938, Marjorie and her family had attended church in Bradford, Pennsylvania. Afterwards, they decided to take a drive out to Marshburg, Pennsylvania, so they could celebrate Mother’s Day. It was thirteen miles away, along Highway 219. The spot that the West family had chosen, was a clearing beside the Allegheny Forest, which was popular with hunters and fishermen. The family joined up with their friends, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Akerlind.

The West family had a great time together that day. When Shirley decided to go trout fishing with Lloyd, Cecelia started to walk off to the car, so she could take a short rest. The two girls, eleven-year-old Dorothea, and four-year-old Marjorie, wanted to pick wildflowers near the picnic area. Their father warned them that there were rattlesnakes nearby. Then, he headed out to the stream.

The girls eagerly started to pick wildflowers. When they had gathered up a nice bouquet of violets for their mother, Dorothea left Marjorie alone for a moment, while she ran over to talk to her mother. When she was done, Dorothea realized to her horror, that her younger sister had disappeared. The girl has never been seen since then.

Once the immediate area was searched, and there was no sign of the young girl, Marjorie’s parents had to drive seven miles into the nearest town of Kane, so that they could call the cops. The police were quick to respond, and they became concerned about the missing girl, as there was no evidence of the girl’s whereabouts.

The entire community rallied around the West family. The mayor of Bradford, Hugh Ryan, asked for volunteers to search for the missing child. He was hoping for 1,000 people, but there were somewhere between 2500–3000 locals, and five hundred police officers who had joined in the search for Marjorie.
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Portrait of young Marjorie West, who had gone missing in 1938. Photo courtesy of McKean County Cold Cases.

The Bradford Citizen Reward Committee offered up a reward for the girl’s safe return, or any information that could help them solve the case. The reward was $2,500 (which is now about $48, 000).

The Moose, and Elks Lodge had also stepped up to provide whatever aid they could. These volunteers included coal miners, Cornplanter Indians, WWI vets, and others. Hundreds of workers, from the Western Pennsylvania oil fields, were given the day off from work so that they could help search the Allegheny forest. They brought their headlamps with them, to help light up the area. The volunteers searched the Allegheny National Forest for the young child, but they couldn’t find her anywhere. It was only called off that night, when it started to rain.
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