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			About This Book

			I

			 listened to the panel discussion of my book, Lingering in the Word, by a local church’s women’s ministry group, somewhat in awe of the impact it had had upon them as they studied God’s word. In the following days, as my co-author, the Spirit Whisperer, and I continued to mull over both the content and context of my new manuscript, the thought emerged—God’s word feeds the soul as nothing else can. I believe He created us to hunger for it because He knew nothing draws us closer to and aligns us with His will and purposes than the Holy Bible (our Google app for all things biblical).

			In addition to engaging His word, we must accord it reverence as it is the “I Am Who I Am” speaking. The words of an old gospel choral song came to mind as how we might accomplish that.

			“Hush, Hush, somebody’s callin’ my name.

			Hush, Hush.

			O my Lord, O my Lord, what shall I do?”

			For believers that “somebody” is God, and what we should do when He speaks is HUSH, and LISTEN.

			The word “hush” traces its etymology back to the mid-16th century as the interjection “husht” meaning “quiet.” I use its verb form which simply means to “make someone be quiet or stop talking.” It suggests that silence is the appropriate posture for whatever is going on in that moment. With that as its back story, HUSH! and Listen recalls the various times and situations in the Bible where the triune God and/or Jesus speak to us. These scriptures are not those written by others to advance the gospel, nor those inspired by Jesus’ teachings or those who chronicled what they saw or were inspired to speak or write. This is a deeper dive into what I term “thus says the Lord” scriptures.

			As we shut out the noise in times in which doing so is difficult, we quieten ourselves to hear “The Divine” speak words we need to hear. My hope is that in the silence of listening we grow even closer to the Trinity; that we set aside the untruths of the era and allow these Holy Words to penetrate our souls and spirits, thus equipping us to better live the faith we profess.

			If you’re thinking, “Umm, that’s rather ambitious,” I agree. But I believe it’s worth the effort. What more favorable time than now to allow the spoken words of God the Father and Jesus His Son to abide in us and we in Him as disciples in a fallen world of the 21st century.

			Hush. Listen. They’re speaking. May we attune our ears to hear, to be haunted, to be mesmerized; and then be called to action by what they proclaim. It’s listening time.

		

	
		
			

			Addendum

			E

			ach devotion begins with a Holy Scripture, followed by Commentary and a Prayer. The Reflection section provides an opportunity for meditating upon what you’ve read and its application as you continue your spiritual journey. The Faith Response section allows space for written comments and thoughts.

		

	
		
			

		

	
		
			Day One

			HUSH!

			Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness,’ … So, God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.

			~Genesis 1:26, 27

			I

			n the very first book of the Bible, God is not silent. He doesn’t go about the task of creation muttering as a cobbler at a workbench might. No, God speaks aloud His plans for the universe as He brings them into existence. “Let there be…” is stated at each introduction of the elements that comprise the eventual structure of the earth, sky, and waters. Upon completion of each, He confirms His efforts as “good.” In today’s verses, God brings into the creation story His co-creator. It is a joint venture that resulted in humankind being formed in the divine image of God. God blessed the man and woman and gave purpose to their existence. His words are clear. Mankind was made in both the image and likeness of the triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

			As I reflected upon this account of creation, the import of it surfaced. God made us in His image and likeness. What exactly does that mean? What does the Bible teach us about the triune God’s image and likeness? Answering this question requires a targeted dive. And it’s one worth the effort when we consider the question: Do we who profess to follow Him bear His image and His likeness? Our ever-ready source—the Bible—sheds light on His image and consequentially on what that means for us who were created in it.

			As we know, the term image generally refers to our personal identity. It is the impression we present as to who or what we are. The corresponding term likeness references similarity, equivalence or sameness. (Oxford Language Dictionary) God uses both terms to describe what comprises us. We might conclude it was important to Him that we understand how connected to Him we are. He wanted us to possess what He was; for our public persona to reflect His attributes. The biblical dive overflows with references to those attributes. A sampling follows:

			
					“The Lord said to Moses, … ‘Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.’” (Leviticus 19:2)

					“God is a righteous judge…” (Psalm 7:11)

					“For I, the Lord, love justice…” Isaiah 61:8)

					“And he passed in front of Moses proclaiming, ‘The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger abounding in love and faithfulness.’” (Exodus 34:6–7)

					“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.” (Psalm 103:8)

					“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning.” (Lamentations 3:22–23)

					“But the Lord is faithful,” (2 Thessalonians 3:3)

					“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.” (John 14:6)

					“The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in people who are trustworthy.” (Proverbs 12:22)

					“For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

					“For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” (Matthew 6:14)

			

			In summary, our God is, among other things, holy, righteous, just, gracious, merciful, compassionate, faithful, truthful, loving, and forgiving. (Of course, because He is God, He is identified not just by those traits, but more than our human minds can express.) And if logic has any validity, we can conclude that those attributes are the ones we ought to be showcasing to the world. Right?

			I’m imaging that we’ve arrived at a “Come to Jesus” moment. It’s the perfect place to be as it gives us pause for reflection; to honestly examine the façades, guises, or faces we present to the world—in our personal and professional settings; our interactions; our responses to life’s challenges, our reactions and countenances we project. Who or what do we emulate? What captures and holds our attention? Are we drawn more to the world’s images of success and fame? Do we compare ourselves to others based upon attributes God did not include in His original design of who we are? Give the Lord His due and come into His presence with humility and honesty. God has spoken.

			Prayer: Father God, I know I fall short in representing You. I too easily forget in whose image I’ve been saved to be like. Strengthen my resolve to reverse course and live the faith I profess. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

			Reflection: What resonates most with you in either the scripture or commentary or both as it relates to your spiritual journey.

			Faith Response:

		

	
		
			Day Two

			HUSH!

			The Lord said, ‘I have seen the misery of my people in Egypt. … So, I have come down to rescue them, … I am sending you to Pharoah to bring my people out of Egypt. But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharoah and bring the Israelites out of Egypt? And God said, ‘I will be with you.’

			~Exodus 3: 7–12

			T

			he accounts of Moses, the Hebrew who was raised during his childhood and youth as the son of the Egyptian king’s daughter; and the writer of the Jewish Torah and rescuer of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt are well known to Jews and Christians, as well those of other faith professions. At the time of today’s scripture, Moses is said to have been in his eighth decade. He’d spent the second forty of those years as a fugitive, working as a shepherd for the father of the woman he met and married in the land to which he had escaped after he killed an Egyptian in retribution for his beating of a Hebrew slave. The conditions under which his people were living back in Egypt had gone from bad to worst since he’d left. They cried out to Jehovah and eventually God decided they’d suffered enough. He selected Moses to be His biblical “Superman” and spoke His rescue plan aloud to him. God is quite direct in what He tells Moses He wants Him to do. Interestingly, Moses seems unfazed by God’s speaking directly to Him, but he balks at what he hears. His sense of “heroism” at this point measures zero. Quite bluntly, he challenges the Divine Creator. Restated, his response implies: “You have the wrong guy for that job. Who do you think I am? No warrior here, just a humble shepherd.” The Lord doesn’t debate the issue; in a sense He ignores Moses’ protest and moves forward with what His plans are with the simple assurance that “I will be with you.”

			Five simple words proclaim for Moses all he needs to know. Faced with a seemingly impossible charge, hesitant for all kinds of reasons (a speech disability being his best go-to), and feeling completely “out of his depth and definitely out of his lane,” Moses doesn’t initially get the import of God’s word. He doesn’t understand that though his personal toolbox may be lacking and his skill set nowhere near what the task requires, those five words have power beyond anything he can understand in the moment. And they are enough.

			Nothing has changed in these thousands of years since the triune God spoke aloud those five words to Moses from a bush that didn’t burn itself up. He speaks those same words to us today:

			
					You’ve been cancer free for five years, and during the sixth year, the test results suggest a recurrence. As you walk to the car, tears in your eyes, you hear God say, “I will be with you.”


					Technological advantages finally tap you on the shoulder in the workplace, and you leave the supervisor’s office with notice your position is phased out. As you ride the subway home, God says, “I will be with you.”


					You singlehandedly balance the demands of work, home, children, and the doctor’s office calls to discuss your mom’s latest visit and the recommendation that she should no longer live alone as the dementia issues are worsening. You hang up the phone, overwhelmed, and you hear God say, “I will be with you.”


					The morning dawns and as you open your eyes to the new day, immediately you’re aware that the challenges you fell asleep with haven’t disappeared. No, they crowd your mind, signaling for despair to join the party. And in that moment, you remember the prayers you prayed before you fell asleep, and God says, “I will be with you.”


			

			Oh, the scenarios of the times in which we live, desperate for rescue, for help, for healing, for a way out of a no-way out situation are seen by God as surely as He saw them in biblical times. We find hope in the reality that Jesus our Savior continues to advocate and intercede for us in this fallen world. And even as we like the Hebrew slaves still cry out against oppression and oppressors, the triune God hears. In his timing, His will for His people will prevail. Stay in His word. Attune your ear, heart, and mind to hear Him in those critical moments. Those five words are eternal. We know because He said them aloud. Like Moses, we must accept what He says and in faith move as He so calls. Hush! He is with you.

			Prayer: Father God, I confess that too often in the initial moments of adversity, I forget your promise. Help me to mature in faith such that when my world is turned upside down, my first response will be simply, “God is with me.”

			Reflection: What resonates most with you in either the scripture or commentary or both as it relates to your spiritual journey.

			Faith Response:

		

	
		
			Day Three

			HUSH!

			The Lord answered Moses, ‘Is the Lord’s arm too short? You will now see whether what I say will come true for you.’”

			~Numbers 11:23

			A

			s the Israelites’ journey to the promised land continued, so did their complaining. The manna, i.e. bread, God provided was not enough for them. “We were better off in Egypt!” they wailed. They wanted meat! Poor Moses was at his wit’s end as we say and complained to the Almighty that this leadership of His people was more than he could bear alone. He needed help. God’s response didn’t exactly sound like a workable solution, and Moses’ exasperation with what God proposed prompted the rhetorical question. It was intended to remind Moses who God is.

			James Weldon Johnson, in his novel The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man, used the phrase, “Your arm’s too short to box with God.” That adaptation of the Lord’s answer in his conversation with Moses still holds sway. God’s arm represents His power. It was at this juncture of the ancient freedom march that God reminded His people: My arm was long (powerful) enough to bring you out of bondage in Egypt. It was long (powerful) enough to make a highway through a river by holding its waters as walls lining your path as you walked through to dry land. It was long (powerful) enough to provide bread for your tables. And you question now whether I’m able to do what I said I will do. Come on, Moses, your arm’s too short to box with Me. You need to leave doubt at the door when you come into My Presence. Nothing is too hard for me.

			

			It’s day five of the second month of the year 2025 as I pen these words. Whereas the beginning of a new year typically symbolizes for many the opportunity for a fresh start, so far that doesn’t seem to be the case. With a radical change in the nation’s leadership at the federal level, the continual journey to be who we say we are, “one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all,” appears stymied and in too many instances blocked by “ism” walls and other obstacles that invalidate that identity. Irrespective of race, age, gender, or any of the other self-identifiers we’ve given ourselves in modern times, we feel our brother Moses’ frustration and exasperation. At the city, the town, the state, the nation and international levels, we are sinking beyond our depth in finding solutions to the problems that stare us in the face. We echo Moses’ plea—we can’t do this alone. We need help. We need somebody to hold back the waters of indifference toward the least, the last, the lost, the widowed, the orphans, the unsheltered, the refugee, the victimized, the undereducated, the incarcerated, the young, the aged; we need help to navigate the wildernesses of poverty, homelessness, crime in the streets and in boardroom, the technology gone amok, war, greed, arrogance, inequality, and justice denied.

			I submit we are at a similar moment on our journey to the Promised Land (Eternity) as were Moses and God’s people at the juncture of their journey noted in the scriptures. Both spiritual and secular leaders, and we the people who have confessed Christ as our Savior must cease our whining about and lamenting the conditions of the moment. Now is the time for us to lean into our faith in both profession and practice. Now is the time to draw nearer to God through the study of His word and in continuous prayer so that we are equipped to challenge the enemy intent upon undermining God’s purposes. But most importantly, now is the time to let God be God. To believe that nothing is too difficult for Him, that whatever He allows has His purpose embedded within it. Now is the time to be thankful that His arm—His power—is supreme. Those who think they’re running things can lace on their gloves and step into the ring to challenge His sovereignty if they dare to. But be assured; God’s question to Moses resonates down through time. Hush! Hear Him today as He speaks to us: “Is the Lord’s arm too short?” We can respond, “No, it’s not.” He proved it thousands of years ago, not inside a ring, but on a wooden cross. The “Somebody” we say we need has already delivered the winning punch. The power of His arm proved enough then; it will now and always.

			Addendum: At this moment in our history, it seems many of the structures and beliefs that have defined us as a nation are under attack. We are more a “Divided States” than a “United States” of America. Reflect upon God’s word to Moses who was frustrated and seemingly at a loss at that time in their story. Should we accept God at His word, and trust that His “arm” is sufficiently long enough for the challenges we face today?

			Prayer: Father God, in all honesty, we confess the headlines often cast a pall of doom. In those moments when we’re tempted to give into despair, help us to draw upon our faith and sure knowledge of who you are; that no challenge is too big for the God who created everything. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

			Reflection: What resonates most with you in either the scripture or commentary or both as it relates to your spiritual journey.

			Faith Response:

		

	
		
			Day Four

			HUSH!

			“As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. … Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  …Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

			~Joshua 1:5; 8a; 9b

			F

			or forty years, the Israelites had wandered in the wilderness led by their patriarch Moses. At the time of the conversation noted in the chapter scriptures, God is speaking to Joshua following Moses’ death. The mantle of leadership has passed to the apprentice. Note that God’s first comments are words of encouragement and faithfulness. The Lord will honor the promises He made to Abraham and his progeny. He assures Joshua that the relationship He had with Moses He now transfers to Him, the new leader of His people. He then reminds Joshua of the importance of the Book of the Law He’d given to Moses; that obedience to it must continue and would be accomplished through meditation and reflection. And finally, God instructs Joshua to be neither discouraged nor fearful of the journey’s challenges they would face. God would not forsake them; indeed, He would accompany them wherever they went. In the following verses of this first chapter of the Book of Joshua, the new leader is quick to obey God’s word. He shared with his countrymen all the Lord proclaimed to him.

			It was a “Hush” moment as the Israelites listened to what “thus says the Lord.” Though they had not been in His immediate presence when God “held the mike” and proclaimed the words above, it did not alter the reality that He spoke. And His words were important. They were divine promises that would ensure their conquest of the land and the fulfillment of the Lord’s purposes.

			The words God spoke to Joshua He speaks to all who will hear Him today, in this space and this time. As it was for those Israelites it is for us, a “Hush” moment. In reverence and silence, we hear Him speak:

			
					“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 47:10)

					“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; … when you walk through fire you shall not be burned; the flames shall not set you ablaze.” (Isaiah 43:2)

					“For I know the plans I have for you” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.” (Jeremiah 29:11–12)

					“Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. …Seek the Lord while he may be found, call on him while he is near. … For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are my ways your ways,” declares the Lord, “so is my word that goes out from my mouth; it will not return to me empty but will achieve the purpose for which I sent it.’’ (Isaiah 55:3, 6, 8, and 11)


			

			The Lord’s divine instructional manual, our Holy Bible, is the written format of the bedrock of our faith. His words were spoken to be heard then and now, and not just in worship service when the pastor asks us to open our Bibles as he reads a passage selected for the morning’s sermon. No, our triune God intended His words to echo in every facet of our life. Because we believe those words were spoken in perpetuity, we are called to turn to them as did our biblical forerunners. Currently, we live in an era captured as follows in paraphrase in the opening lines of the classic novel, A Tale of Two Cities (Charles Dickens): It was “the best of times, the worst of times; “the age of wisdom, the age of foolishness; the season of light, the season of darkness; the spring of hope, the winter of despair.” From one perspective, many of our secular advances in science and technology, education and health are signs that this is “the best of times.” Yet juxtaposed alongside them are our glaring failures: homelessness, undereducated young people leaving school ill-prepared for the demands of the world in which they must function, mounting mental health issues that challenge the fabrics of families and communities, and cultural, social, and political divisiveness that suggest this also is “the worst of times.”

			Given these realities, the question for believers is a no-brainer. What strategies do we employ in “times” like these to continue in faith? First and foremost, we get quiet and “Hush.” We listen, as the psalmist reminds us in Psalm 121 who this God is that we’re listening to. He is the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. As the scriptures above confirm, He has spoken. Irrespective of how dismal, how frightening, how baffling, how seemingly unsolvable, how divisive, how insane times appear, we are not to be afraid. We are not to cower. We are not to sink into depression or apathy. We are not to lose hope, nor question whether God can handle what appears to be the collapse of a nation. God tells us clearly what we are to do. Hear Him in His continuing words noted in Jeremiah 29:12–14. The Lord speaks, “Then you will call on me and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and bring you back from captivity.” Quietly, we process His words and realize that “there is a balm in Gilead.” The God who speaks through His word will bring us back from captivity to the perils of the moment when we understand and act upon the prerequisite He laid out—seeking Him with our all our heart. Or as He proclaimed in 2 Chronicles 7:14: “if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

			I don’t think God can be any clearer. He promises to be with us through thick and thin times; He desires us to listen as through His words He speaks and be obedient to what He commands; He tells us to not be afraid because He will never leave us to handle life on our own when we seek and obey Him. The quietness of the moment lingers. The mike drops.

			Prayer: Father God, in the stillness of the moment in which we realize that your holy word contains your promises, and that those promises are eternal, may we find the courage to press on, to stay the course. We know You will never fail. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

			Reflection: What resonates most with you in either the scripture or commentary or both as it relates to your spiritual journey.

			Faith Response:

		

	
		
			Day Five

			HUSH!

			But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.’

			~I Samuel 16:7

			I

			n the verses preceding the chapter verse, God had instructed the prophet Samuel to go to Bethlehem to the home of Jesse, who had a son God had chosen to become the next king of Israel. As the sons arrive, Samuel declares, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.” It is at that moment that God speaks the chapter verse. On the contrary none of the seemingly perfect candidates passing before him “fit the bill.” Though from outward appearances they seemed just the sort of individual the Lord would want, they didn’t pass God’s “heart” exam. God is unconcerned with what we look like, nor does He take stock of the usual measurements of a human heart—heart rate, blood pressure, rhythm and sounds of the heart valves—that determine cardiac function. No, His heart exam is targeted to that which reveals who a person is on the inside. That’s his measuring stick.

			I had selected this scripture of God at the mic several days before a doctor’s appointment. As I neared the parking exit station, I rolled down my window with payment in hand for the attendant. Surprisingly, he shook his head from side to side and said, “You don’t have to pay. Just go.” The barrier arm started to rise, and I exclaimed, “What? Why?” With a smile, he answered, “It’s Pretty Lady Day. You’re a pretty lady, so it’s free. Just go ahead.” To say I was dumbfounded doesn’t begin to capture the moment. I managed to say, “Thank you” before hurriedly driving onto the street, a big smile plastered on my face. Of course, my next thought was “Favor. God’s favor!” I couldn’t wait to call my sisters and share the experience. Proudly, I proclaimed, “It’s Pretty Lady Day, and I passed the test.” It was a merriment moment.

			As I began the chapter commentary, I thought about that experience. There’s no way to know what prompted the parking lot attendant to show me favor that day. If it was my appearance, so be it. But the reality is that how I look physically has little to do with who I am. Who I am is revealed within me, a function of my heart. Even on “Pretty Lady Day.” It was the same in that moment that God took the mic and spoke to Samuel. He needed the prophet to understand that the eyes may see promise, but only the heart reveals the truth of a matter. We might say Samuel, in that moment, had succumbed to the lyrics of the 1973 song by the Dramatics, “What You See is What You Get.” In other words, what the eye beholds is the essence of that person. Perhaps in the sons who paraded before him, Samuel saw the bearing, the physical attractiveness or strength he thought a king should possess. But the Gershwin brothers’ song in the opera Porgy and Bess reminds us, “It Ain’t Necessarily So.” Our façades or public personas are not necessarily who we are. To the contrary. Only the heart reveals that. It is God’s identification marker. So, what attributes of the heart was God looking for in this to be anointed king? Take a seat and allow his Holy Word to remind you.

			

			
					Proverbs 15:14–16 “The discerning heart seeks knowledge, … the cheerful heart has a continual feast.”


					Matthew 15:18–19 “But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.”

					Matthew 9:4 “Knowing their thought, Jesus said, ‘Why do you entertain evil in your hearts?’”


					I Chronicles 28:9 “… for the Lord searches every heart and understands every heart and every thought.”


					Proverbs 4:23 “Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.”


					Psalm 139:23 “Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.”


			

			God is clear. He looks at the heart to confirm that irrespective of outward appearances, a person has the traits He deems worthy—a heart that is discerning, cheerful, absent of the evil thoughts as noted above; a heart open to inspection by Him; and a heart mindful that what flows from it defines the person from which it comes. In other words, God is looking for hearts that can pass His heart exam and function according to His purposes.

			Less important than that which the world espies when it glances your way or even lingers in wonderment at what it sees is the condition of your heart that the Lord’s divine stethoscope monitors constantly,

			He wants the world to stare at someone with a heart that pleases and honors Him, a future runway walker in Heaven, sporting a heart full of His glory.

			Prayer: Father God, give me this day a heart more like yours. In the areas in which it is not, cleanse it until it gleams with your spirit. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

			Reflection: What resonates most with you in either the scripture or commentary or both as it relates to your spiritual journey.

			Faith Response:

		

	
		
			Day Six

			HUSH!

			“Come now and let us reason together,” says the Lord. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good of the land. But if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

			~Isaiah 1:18–20 NKJV

			A

			mong the books of the Old Testament, Isaiah is the second most quoted in the New Testament; the Book of Psalms is first. It begins the prophetic period in which God speaks to and through those whom He had called to proclaim His word and judgment. The chapter verses above begin Isaiah’s vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem thought to be written between 745 and 680 B.C. I recalled a similar expression voiced by the main character, Vito Corleone in the book and movie The Godfather: “I came here to reason together.” It was an invitation to those with whom he was in dispute to engage in conversation to resolve their differences. In the world in which the Corleone family operated, differences could be worked out between equals.

			Upon first reading of the verses above we might conclude that God was doing the same. He was not.  In the world in which we live, that is far from the case. We are not God’s equal and cannot negotiate with Him. There is no negotiating sin. Either we obey His word, or we don’t. And when we don’t, His Presence fills both the bench and the jury box. In Isaiah’s vision, He voiced the transgressions of His people—sinfulness and disobedience. Because He is a forgiving God, He offered them a way forward—a willingness to change; and He concluded by identifying the consequences if they refused His offer. He had spoken.

			Little has changed since the prophet penned those words to a wayward people. They carry the same weight for us today. As our biblical ancestors, we are weighed now by sin; resistant to obedience; and masterful at negotiating or justifying our transgressions. We tweak the Word to conform to our sinful practices. We massage the messages of the prophets, of Jesus Himself and those He sent forth to share His teachings throughout the world. We live in a time in which “reason” is a definer of who we are. We reason with, reason against. We embrace “no earthly reason,” or “listening to reason.” The Creator of everything including the word “reason” brings to the usage of the word His Sovereignty. In that sovereignty is His definition. His evidence in the case against us. We stand accused and rightfully so. And lest we suffer the fate of the those He accused and found guilty many eons ago, may we hear His words as if He stands at the mic proclaiming them now.

			Prayer: Father God, our resemblance to your people of old feels us with dread. We favor them too much. In this moment, we acknowledge this likeness in our thoughts, words and deeds. Forgive us and guide our feet back onto the path to eternity. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

			Reflection: What resonates most with you in either the scripture or commentary or both as it relates to your spiritual journey.

			Faith Response:

		

	
		
			Day Seven

			HUSH!

			This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel says, “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.’”

			~Isaiah 30:15

			I

			n the saga of God’s prophet Isaiah, today’s verse highlights a divine proclamation during the reign of King Hezekiah, considered one of the more obedient kings of Judah. God’s word, spoken via the prophet’s vision is yet another moment for us to Hush. It is a verse of warning for the king and the people. Their toying with the idea of seeking help from the Egyptians in their conflict with the Assyrians, God declares, will not save them from God’s ultimate plans for the nation. Despite God’s ongoing admonitions to them regarding their behaviors and attitudes, the people persisted in defying God’s commandments and laws. At this point, they chose instead to place their trust elsewhere.
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