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May 24: The Story of a Special Day (Volume
145)

 


May 24 is the 144th day of the year (145th
in leap years). There are 225 days remaining until the end of the
year.
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May 24 Quotations

 


“He who rejects change is the architect of
decay. The only human institution which rejects progress is the
cemetery.”

Harold Wilson, died May 24, 1995

 


“There are simply two kinds of music, good
music and the other kind.”

Duke Ellington, died May 24, 1974

 


“Yesterday’s just a memory; tomorrow’s never
what it’s supposed to be.”

Bob Dylan, born May 24, 1941

 


“The surest defense against Evil is extreme
individualism, originality of thinking, whimsicality, even — if you
will — eccentricity.”

Joseph Brodsky, born May 24, 1940

 


“Affairs go on, and all will take some shape
or other, but it keeps one in hot water all the time.”

Queen Victoria, born May 24, 1819

 


“No, liberty is not made for us: we are too
ignorant, too vain, too presumptious, too cowardly, too vile, too
corrupt too attached to rest and to pleasure, too much slaves to
fortune to ever know the true price of liberty.”

Jean-Paul Marat, born May 24, 1743
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Event of the
Day

The Brooklyn Bridge Opens
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The Brooklyn Bridge by Currier
& Ives, 1883

 


“If you believe that, I’ve got
a bridge to sell you.” New York’s Brooklyn Bridge, a world-famous
icon of New York City, was the world’s longest suspension bridge
when it opened to the public on May 24, 1883.

The Brooklyn Bridge spans the
East River, connecting the boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn. Its
main span is just under 1,600 feet (490 meters) long, with a total
length of over a mile from end to end.

Towering nearly 300 feet (85
meters) above the water, it has been named one of the “Seven
Wonders of the Industrial World,” and is both a National Historic
Landmark and a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark.

The bridge was designed by a
German immigrant, John Augustus Roebling, who died from an injury
sustained while conducting surveys for the new bridge.
Responsibility passed to his son, Washington Roebling, who led the
project for the rest of the 13-year construction. Washington
Roebling was paralyzed as a result of what was then known as
“caisson disease,” and managed much of the work through his wife
Emily.

(A caisson is a metal structure
placed on the riverbed and pumped out with compressed air so that
workers could operate underwater. The difference in air pressure
results in decompression sickness when people move too rapidly from
one environment to another, just as happens to deep sea divers,
where the condition is known as “the bends.)

The bridge cost $15.5 million
to build (at least $400 million today), and claimed 27 lives. Many
workers also became permanently disabled by caisson disease.

The Brooklyn Bridge opened on
May 24, 1883, to great fanfare. Thousands of people attended the
opening ceremony, which was headlined by US President Chester A.
Arthur and New York City Mayor Franklin Edison, who crossed the
bridge to meet Brooklyn Mayor Seth Low. (Roebling was unable to
attend, but held a banquet at his house.) Ships crowded the East
Bay, cannons were fired, and a fireworks display lit up the night
sky. During that first day, 1,800 vehicles and over 150,000 people
crossed over between Manhattan and Brooklyn.
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